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The Birth of the Babe 


REV. C. C. ROTH 


It is the custom of the Christian world to 
observe Christmas day. Men acknowledge that 
history centres around its event. Men have 
marked the traditional place of the birth of 
Jesus, by erecting what is known as the Church 
and Convent of the Nativity. Others would 
commemorate the event in song and story. 
Poet and painter devote their art to honor the 
Child Jesus. St. Jerome devoutly paid his 
homage by living the last thirty years of his 
life in a cave near the birthplace, devoting his 
time to study, fasting and prayer, and to estab- 
lishing a monastery and a convent. Many an 
old writer plied his pen to add honor and glory 
to the nativity. Pious men have vied with each 
other in their desire to exalt that lowly birth. 
But their fiction becomes childish fancy in its 
vain exaggeration. Compare their accounts 
with the simple grandeur of the true story as it 
is given in the writing of the inspired Evan- 
gelist, St. Luke. The difference is noticeable 
and shows the truth of the simple Gospel. It 
justifies the remark of Dean Farrar, “The in- 
ventions of man differ wholly from the dealing 
of God.” Note the account in the first 14 
verses of Luke 2. 

A homely, ungarnished record of the most 
precious and important happening in the his- 
tory of the world. All the sentences telling of 
all the events converge and centre around the 
one fact: “The Birth of the Babe at Bethle- 
hem.” With St. Luke’s reliable story as the 
outline, look at the evidence of historians and 
geographers and travellers as an addition to 
fill out St. Luke’s sketch. 

In a few words we are given the political 
setting of the happening. Two names are 
given, those of Caesar Augustus and of Cyre- 
nius. Secular history also includes these 
names. Years ago doubters said that the Bible 
was wrong in this place because Cyrenius or 
Quirinius was governor of Syria some eight 
years after the reputed date of the birth at 
Bethlehem. Since then it has been shown that 
Cyrenius was probably twice governor of 
Syria, and at his first term the enrollment 
could have been begun. Luke says: “and this 
taxing was first made when Cyrenius was gov- 


ernor of Syria.” History, moreover, shows us 
that Caesar Augustus did order enrollments or 
taxings to be made throughout the Roman Em- 
pire. Three of these are on record. One of 
them was made very near the time when the 
birth is reputed to have occurred. History 
bears witness to the truth of Scripture. It is 
interesting to note that Caesar Augustus, the 
mighty Emperor at Rome, all unconsciously 
was working out the Divine plan of the ages 
when he sent out the decree that all the world 
should be taxed. He followed his own free 
will and self determination in making the de- 
cree, not knowing that in its being carried out, 
it would force a man of Nazareth to go up to 
Bethlehem to be enrolled, and that while he 
was there his espoused wife would give birth 
to a son, which was necessary that the Scrip- 
ture prophecies might be fulfilled which fore- 
told that the Messiah would be born in 
Bethlehem of Judea. All unconscious of the 
fact, the whole machinery of the Roman Em- 
pire was being directed by the Almighty to 
bring about his ends in the fulness of time. 


The commands of Caesar Augustus and 
Cyrenius went forth, and came to may way 
off in Nazareth, a man named Joseph. He 
was of the house and lineage of the former 
King David, who long years before was king 
over the Jews. Since his time the glory of 
Israel had waned, and the descendants of the 
former king were now nothing but poor 
despised Jews. They had kept their records of 
family descent because it was a religious belief, 
and the members of the tribes of Israel did not 
intermarry. When the command came for all 
the Jews to go up to the city of their tribe to be 
enrolled for taxation, Joseph and Mary had to 
go to the city of David which was Bethlehem 
of Judea. It was some eighty miles from Naza- 
reth, but they had to go in spite of the hardship 
it involved. They set out on their journey, 
Joseph probably on foot walking beside Mary 
who doubtless rode upon an ass as artists have 
pictured them. All along their course they 
passed through places made sacred to their 
Hebrew hearts by the history of a long line of 
ancestors who had lived and died in that coun- 
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try. They would pass the scene of the death of 
Saul; the place where Joseph found his breth- 
ren when his father sent him to hunt them; 
they came to Jacob’s well, and on beyond to 
Shiloh, the place where Hannah gave voice to 
a prayer much like that which burst from the 
lips of Mary herself. Gibeon, Mizpeh, hallowed 
by the memorial tablet which Samuel erected 
there, and then Jerusalem, were all passed by 
this couple in their journey to their beloved 
Bethlehem. They find that there is no shelter 
for them except in a cave where they must 
share that shelter with the lowly beasts. Yet 
that is better than to remain out in the chilly 
dew of the night air. Tradition, since the time 
of Christ, has pointed to a cave as the birth- 
place of the Babe at Bethlehem. Henry Ward 
Beecher has two pertinent paragraphs on that 
point: “Caves are not rare in Palestine, as 
with us. On the contrary, the whole land 
seems to be honeycombed with them. They are, 
and have been for ages, used for almost every 
purpose which architecture supplies in other 
lands—as dwellings for the living and sepul- 
chres for the dead, as shelter for the household 
and for cattle and herds, as hidden retreats 
for robbers, and as defensive for positions or 
rock-castles for soldiers. Travellers make them 
a refuge when no better inn is at hand. They 
are shaped into reservoirs for waters, or if 
dry, they are employed as granaries. The lime- 
stone of the region is so porous and soft, that 
but little labor is required to enlarge, re- 
fashion, and adapt the caves to any desirable 
purpose. : 

Of the “manger” or “crib,’”’ Thompson, long a 
missionary in Palestine, says: “It is common 
to find two sides of the one room, where the 


native farmer resides with his cattle, fitted up 


with these mangers, and the remainder ele- 
vated about two feet higher for the accommo- 
dation of the family. The mangers are built 
of small stones and mortar, in the shape of a 
box, or, rather of a kneading-trough, and when 
cleaned up and white-washed, as they often are 
in summer, they do very well to lay little babes 
in. Indeed our own children have slept there 
in our rude summer retreats on the moun- 
tains.” 


We naturally conclude that to some such 
cave the two travellers went when they found 
that there was no room for them in the inn at 
Bethlehem. And while they were there, St. 
Luke tells us in his unaffected way, “the days 
were accomplished when Mary should be deliv- 
ered.” The highest peak in all history! We 
arrive at the moment toward which prophecy 
for centuries had pointed. We come to the 
fulfillment of the hopes of Israel since the days 
of Abraham. We view the climax of the great 
world drama which has been playing while the 
ages run, and whose finale is not yet. We see 
“the hopes and fears of all the years” met in 
a point of time, the Advent. Behold the won- 
der of wonders, the stupendous fact of the 
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Incarnation; gaze while the miracle of miracles 
is accomplished, the everlasting union of God 
and man! The grandeur of simplicity sheds 
over the Evangelist’s words, a glow that hal- 
lows them as the Word of God: “And she 
brought forth her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a 
manger.” Ah! The human interest centred 
there! He is your Saviour and my Saviour. 
He is your Jesus and my Jesus. He is your 
Christ and mine. My Lord and God! The 
pathos of such an Advent can flow through the 
most impermeable, impenterable heart of 
adamant. Watch the Mother Mary as she 
tenderly wraps the Christ-child in soft, swad- 
dling clothes. See the mother-love that suffuses 
her face as she tenderly, reverently, lovingly 
lays the newborn babe in the rude manger-crib 
prepared for him. Feel the stirrings in her 
mother’s heart as she bends over the crib and 
gazes at this heaven-born, first-born son of 
hers. Mothers of the world are met in her in 
the sanctity of motherhood as the hopes and 
fears of the world are met in that son of a 
mother. “Hail, Mary, mother of Jesus, blessed 
art thou among women!” 


While Mary hangs over her new-born child, 
what of the world without the cave? Night 
has enfolded the Judean hills in its obscuring 
shades. From far-off, night sounds come 
softened and subdued. On the hillside the 
muffled sounds of the herds are scarcely audi- 
ble. The earthy smell of pasture is borne on 
the gentle breeze. The shepherds are lying 
asleep around their fire, leaving one to watch 
until his turn is passed when another takes his 
place. Save for that one faithful guard, all 
are asleep, all is quiet, all serene. Many a night 
the shepherd has been thus alone,’ telling the 
stars, noting their course across the heavens, 
feeling a comfort in these silent, friendly eyes 
that watch with him while the world sleeps. 
Now, as he gazes into the heavens, an unusual 
light spreads over them. Can it be the dawn? 
The night is too young. The light that shines 
so mysteriously remains.’ He hesitates to wake 
his sleeping fellows for fear that it will depart 
and they will upbraid him for disturbing their 
sleep. But when it continues to grow, fear 
springs up in his heart. He rouses the sleep- 
ers and they rub their eyes in drowsy wonder 
that soon gives place to fear. “And lo, the 
angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them, and 
they were sore afraid.’ Then they hear an 
angelic voice sounding in their ears. “And 
the angel said unto them; FEAR NOT, for, 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy 
which shall be to all people. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior 
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a 
sign unto you: Ye shall find the Babe wrapped 
in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” The 
message was no sooner fallen upon their ears, 
the first angels had no sooner finished telling 
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the glad tidings, than “suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest and on earth, peace good will toward 
men.” 

With this sublime music of the heavenly 
chorus ringing and resounding in their ears, 
the shepherds hurry to find the Babe that was 
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born in the city of David, their Savior which 
is Christ the Lord. Let us who have already 
seen him, leave them to hunt the Christ-child, 
to worship him. Let our heart-strings vibrate 
in harmony with the chorus of that heavenly 
host, evermore, Praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace good will toward men.” 


Getting the Heart of the Church 
‘ Ready for Christmas 


WILLIAM L. STIDGER, D. D. 


In the San Francisco Panama-Pacific Inter- 
national Exposition, there was a Fine Arts 
Palace. Leading up to it had been erected a 
beautiful colonnade in crescent shape. One had 
to pass through the colonnade to reach the art 
galleries and famous paintings. Passing 
through one saw groups of statuary, hanging 
gardens, graceful columns and pillars, mirror- 
ing and mysterious lagoons. 

In an interview with the architect of the 
Fine Arts Palace I was told that he had de- 
signed that colonnade, so that every visitor who 
entered the Fine Arts Palace had to pass 
through it. When asked for the reason he 
said: “So that their souls will be in the mood 
to see and understand and appreciate the pic- 
tures when they get into the galleries. I want 
to subdue their souls. They have just been 
visiting the ‘Zone’ (pleasure street), the Pal- 
ace of Horticulture, the Machinery Hall; and 
they are in no mood to see and enjoy the pic- 
tures. But if I can take them out of the whirl 
of machinery, the flare of the Zone, the crying 
of Popcorn Venders, and Hot Dog stands into 
these beautiful colonnades, I will have them 
ready to appreciate the Fine Arts within.” 

He was right. In spite of the fact that one 
came from an atmosphere of popcorn, hot dogs, 
machinery and horticulture, before one got 
through those beautiful colonnades, one’s heart 
was subdued and one’s soul was ready, through 
a sort of purification, for a visit with the great 
masterpieces of art which had been assembled. 

That is the process exactly through which 
human beings should be put in order to get 
their immortal souls ready for the spiritual 
aspects of Christmas. 

Most preachers feel that they have done 
enough for the harassed modern soul, if they 
have two Christmas services; one in the morn- 
ing and one in the evening of Christmas Sun- 
day. But there should be a beautiful and a 
sacred leading-up process to the Christmas 
Sabbath; and that every single Sunday in 
December should be a spiritual colonnade 
through which the people may have a chance 
to pass from the glare, and blare, and discord 
of our modern existence into the spiritual 
realities of Christmas itself. 

We spend plenty of time getting ready for 


-sung at every service in December. 


Christmas in a material way but little in get- 
ting ready for it in a spiritual way. We start 
our Christmas shopping in September; our 
Christmas saving in January immediately fol- 
lowing Christmas. We start to lay aside 
presents for our friends any time from Jan- 
uary to December. We see women busy with 
needle and paint brush for months preceding 
Christmas. We do everything to get ready for 
Christmas materially, weeks and months in 
advance. 

The “Mail Christmas Presents Early’’ slo- 
gans begin early in the Fall and that is well. 
The “Shop Early” slogans begin to creep into 
the newspapers ‘in mid-October, and that is 
humane. Now let preachers catch the habit of 
getting the spiritual lives of members ready for 
Christmas; only a few are giving the churches 
a colonnade of spiritual ideas about Christmas, 
to pass through, in order to get members ready 
spiritually for Christmas. 

How can it be done? 

First: It can be done by singing the Christ- 
mas Hymns every Sunday in December. Select 
at least one beautiful Christmas hymn to be 
Get your 
people in the mood for Christmas long before 
the actual Christmas Sabbath dawns. Mosi of 
us are so busy getting material things ready 
for Christmas that we forget to lead our 
people in spiritual approach to the natal day 
of the Christ-Child. Make of yourselves “John 
the Baptists,” preparing the way for Christ- 
mas. 

I have heretofore given several short Story 
Sermons on the Christmas hymns each Wednes- 
day night in December. One need not make 
this obtrusive. People like it, if it is done 
moderately and in good spirit. Tell the story 
of the writing and composition of such Christ- 
mas hymns as “Silent Night,’ “Oh Little 
Town of Bethlehem,” etc. Have these hymns 
sung by the congregations. Arrange for your 
soloists to sing them. Have instrumental num- 
bers interpreting these great hymns. They 
are too beautiful to be laid aside for fifty-one 
Sundays in each year. We ought to use the 
great Christmas hymns every Sunday in De- 
cember to lead the hearts of the people into the 
mood for Christmas. “The Hymns and Hymn 


Page 266 


Writers,” by Nutter, “Fanny Crosby’s Story, 
by Jackson, “Famous Hymns of the World,” by 
Sutherland, are three good books to use for 
this pre-Christmas ministry. 


Second: Utilize the great Christmas Art to 
lead the hearts of the people into the spiritual 
mood of Christmas time by thréwing it on the 
screen, by preaching on it, by referring to it 
through sermonic illustrations; and in every 
way that will give it a chance to get into the 
hearts of people. Every great Madonna paint- 
ing is a Christmas suggestion and there is no 
theme in art so universally used as the 
Madonna theme. “The Life of Christ in Art,” 
by Farrar, “Sacred and Legendary Art,” 
“Legends of the Madonna,” both by Anna 
Jameson will be excellent books to use as 
source references for such talks and sermons, 
and illustrations. 


Third: We ought to lead our people up to a 
spiritual readiness for Christmas by a use of 
the beautiful poetry of Christmas time. There 
is a vast literature of Christmas poetry. Try 
to have a Christmas poem on the front page 
of your bulletin every week in December, pre- 
ceding Christmas. Try to read at least one 
Christmas poem a week in Prayer Meetings. 
Use Christmas poetry in sermons by way of 
illustrations. I want to be at least enough of 
a spiritual leader for my people to get their 
souls in a glow over the spiritual meaning of 
Christmas. “The World’s Great Religious 
Poetry,” by Hill, ‘““New Voices” by Wilkinson, 
Edwin Markham’s books, and innumerable 
other books of poetry are rich in Christmas 
beauty. The reading of a single brief Christ- 
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mas poem each Wednesday evening will do 
more than the average preacher realizes, by 
way of getting the hearts of his hearers ready 
for Christmas. 

Fourth: We ought to use the many short 
stories that exist to give our people a spiritual 
approach to the Christmas time. I think just 
now of “The Story of the Other Wise Man,” 
the introduction to “Ben Hur,” “The Truce of 
God,” and a score of other beautiful Christmas 
stories which may be used in the Sabbaths and 
the weeks preceding Christmas. 

The world is too much with our people in 
the weeks and months preceding Christmas. 
“One swallow does not make a Fall,” and one 
Sunday’s service does not make a spiritual 
atmosphere for Christmas. 

Before Christmas comes, our people are run 
ragged nervously, they are hectic with 
anxiety; they have worked morning, noon and 
night to get everything in material readiness; 
presents, entertaining, food, Christmas trees, 
decorations, stockings; but have they spent a 
single minute in getting their souls ready? 

If we do not lead them into a spiritual readi- 
ness for Christmas; if we do not give them 
something that will neutralize this wild mate- 
rialistic clamor and confusion, who, under God, 
will do it? “If the salt hath lost its savor, 
wherewith shall it be salted?” 

Any amount of labor, any amount of reading, 
and giving of one’s ministerial self into this 
pre-Christmas spiritual leadership will repay 
a thousand times in a spiritual glow and glory 
in the church, among young and old, which will 
bring a new meaning of Christmas to your 
people. 


The Gospel of Christmas 


REV. FREDERICK W. PALMER 


There are those who cheapen the charm and 
sacredness of Christmas as being merely a 
timely release of pent-up good nature. The 
Christian religion, say these cynics, shrewdly 
adapted an old pagan festival of the winter 
solstice to dramatize the birth of its Jesus. 
They therefore disparage the general liveli- 
ness about the church, the throngs of Christ- 
mas worshippers, the children’s enthusiasm, 
the opening of hearts in generosities as having 
no particular religious value or significance. 

It is important that over against such ideas 
the positively religious and Christian features 
in the Christmas tradition should be clearly 
and strongly affirmed, so that in our celebra- 
tions of the day we shall discern and capitalize 
the things which witness to the saving truths 
of Redemption. Christmas is essentially and 
vitally Christian and in the main its wide in- 
fluence and eloquent message may be a positive 
preaching of Gospel faith. 

.Take first the usual observances of the day 
as they would strike the visitor from some 


Christless tribe. He would observe that it was 
a time of unrepressible and all pervasive cheer, 
that it unloosed the springs of affection and 
good will as shown by the amazing flood of 
gifts, that it was a quickener of home loyalties 
and the day of all days for the children. 

Now here are several points in which we 
touch the religion of Christ. The good cheer 
may, alas, with some become sinful debauchery 
or silly frivolity; but this does not negative the 
broad and blessed overflow of the Christmas 
spirit into busy and burdened hearts. The 
Christian message at all times concerning pain, 
responsibility and discouragement is, “Be of 
good cheer I have overcome the world”—and 
Christmas broadcasts the message. It is pre- 
eminently, too, a family day. The Holy Family 
features Christmas art, symbolizes the Chris- 
tian ideals of domestic life and finds expression 
in happy home-comings and family gatherings 
where mother is enthroned. And Christmas 
giving is not the annual swap that cheap wit 
would make it, but a perennial testimony that 
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“Tt is more blessed to give than to receive,” and 
a speaking witness to Him who gave His life: 
God’s Unspeakable Gift. These and other 
characteristic features and sentiments of the 
day do illustrate principles on the Kingdom 
and may be made to voice a Christian message. 

But specifically the center of the Christmas 
story and of Christmas symbolism is a cradle. 
The spell of innocence lying there charms and 
softens our worldly wise hearts. However, 
there is something more significant. It is of 
the greatest importance that the cosmic order 
includes babes, and is not just a dreary suc- 
cession of full-growns. We should all be opti- 
mists when a baby comes, for here is another 
chance for humanity. A man-child is a new 
force released. Into this blase, oft disappoint- 
ed world come these fresh units charged with 
dynamic potencies. The human race can never 
quite run down. “Here,” we cry, “is one who 
will do better than we—do what we couldn’t or 
wouldn’t do.” Such hopes are often greatly 
justified. Think of the nativity of a Lincoln. 
Mother’s dreams do now and then become the 
facts of history. Tomorrow, today, something 
grand for humanity may be asleep in an 
humble cradle. 

Heaven enters earth by way of cradles. It 
is one way, perhaps the chief way, that God 
gets into this sinful, stubborn world to do it 
good. The poet musing on universal childhood 
affirms: “Heaven lies about us in our in- 
fancy.” To say this does not belittle the 
Divine Nativity. Someone has remarked, “In 
this Manger lies all the wonder and hope and 
regenerating force that ever slumbered in any 
cradle in any land or time.”’ When the Seed of 
the Woman lay among the flowers of Eden, it 
was a prophecy of the Word made flesh and 
dwelling among us; and so all births have been 
prophecies or types. Eternity and time are in 
contact at each birth hour; therefore we the 
more easily believe that it was God’s Well Be- 
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loved Son whose birth we commemorate. The 
celebration of Christmas is an impressive wit- 
ness to the Incarnation—to Immanuel—God 
with us. 

“Joy to the world: the Lord is come!” 


And the wonder and miracle of it come again 
and again. Because this is God’s world there 
is prophecy in every birth. Because it is His 
world we can believe that in that Bethlehem 
Inn was God’s Son, the Infant Redeemer. Be- 
cause this is God’s world and Christ’s the mir- 
acle of that Birth is occurring ceaselessly in 
the world’s life and in men’s deep experiences. 
God in Christ is being born in individual con- 
versions and regenerations and in historic 
movements. Christmas tells us the world shall 
be redeemed. 


Christmas should furnish the preacher and 
the moulder of opinion with a strong and glow- 
ing message of courage and confidence. Make 
the day reveal its vision and music even as 
celestial light and song broke over the dull, 
unthinking shepherds. Today as never before 
we should preach Christmas. There are 
croaking prophets of the downfall of civiliza- 
tion and there are over-enthusiastic heralds of 
millennium. But this is God’s world and there 
was a Birth that changed history, and the 
shining of it will never fade away. 

Where meek souls will receive Him still 

The dear Christ enters in. 

There is about us a confused world. Shad- 
ows of moral darkness are over us. In some 
ways ’tis but a shabby inn and there are ruth- 
less Herods. There will be long silent years. 
But wise men are bringing gifts and the angels 
are not quite out of hearing. In the cradle of 
the Present is the Christ! Sound the note of 
faith and gladness. Bid men of good will, in or 
out of the churches come under the spell of the 
Christmas spirit. 


There is a Gospel of Christmas, preach it. 


A Minister’s Christmas Meditation 


REV. CORA M. PENNELL 


God calls some prophets, some pastors, some 
evangelists, and it would seem that he gives 
some to be supplies. Filling the pulpit for 
brothers who are ill, weary or wanting time 
for study, is a blessed ministry—except per- 
haps, during the holidays when we observe 
Christ’s birthday on or near Sunday. 

When asked to take a Detroit pulpit so that 
a friend might spend Christmas’ in his old 
home many miles away, I was tempted to re- 
fuse. Would it not mean leaving our beautiful 
Christmas tree, our wreaths and Christmas 
roses, the children with their new toys and 
other treasures? It always seems hard to 
sacrifice the joys of a home Christmas. How- 
ever, before replying to the request, I bowed 
my head in the study and asked the Father’s 


will in the matter. As I opened the desk Bible, 
my eyes fell on the seventeenth chapter of St. 
John, and every give in that passage stood out 
as in letters of raised gold. The chapter had 
long been precious to me as our Lord’s prayer 
for His disciples, but here at this gift giving 
season, it was revealed as a marvelous treatise 
on giving. And now I could and must preach 
on Christmas Sunday. In the letter of accep- 
tance to my pastor friend, I announced for a 
sermon subject: ‘“God’s Gift to Christ.” 


How grateful becomes the human side of the 
work of sermon study and preparation when 
the Holy Spirit guides as to the Scripture, the 
text and the topic. It is then that we find 
“sermons in stones” and illustrations all about 


ee 
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us and our books of “seed thoughts” seem old 
and lifeless. 

The thirty mile bus ride to Detroit in the 
Christmas twilight furnished a series of little 
sermons. The softly falling snow covered the 
city’s grime and oh, how I wished that the love 
that overflows our hearts at Christmas time 
might abide and cover the failings of others. 
Then what a white world we would see! And 
everyone who entered the bus seemed to have 
clinging to his garments a bit of tinsel or 
sparkling diamond dust. Each had been where 
Christmas was and carried a bit of its shining 
with him. Would it not be a better world if we 
could carry some of the Christmas sparkle 
throughout the year? 

At home I had left the loveliest Christmas 
tree we ever had, but as I rode along through 
the snowy dusk, trees began to glow in the 
windows of homes and stores. Now and then 
we passed one in the front yard of some apart- 
ment building. To be sure, I had left one tree, 
but here were many tens of trees to enjoy. 
How much happier and richer we should be if 
we could learn to enjoy the pleasures of others. 

There came to me anew the meaning of the 
ornaments we hang upon our Christmas trees. 
The star at the top tells of the One that 
guided the wise men to Jesus. Angel figures 
remind us of the first Christmas carols. Lambs 
and candy crooks carry us in memory to the 
Judean fields, where shepherds watched by 
night. Gay ornaments of red and blue, silver 
and gold suggest the gifts brought by the 
kings of the Orient to the little King in the 
manger. Long streamers of tinsel represent 
the star beams that guided the faithful to the 
place where the Christ-child lay, and the lights 
on the tree remind us, anew, that our Savior 
is the Light of the world. As these thoughts 
filtered through my mind and enlarged and 
elaborated themselves, there was my five min- 
ute sermon for the children on the morrow. 
We must help little children to find Christ in 
their Christmas festivities. 

As the bus approached the boulevard, the 
General Motors Building looked like some fairy 
castle against the sky, with its upper floors all 
aglow with invisible red and green bulbs, it 
made one glad. The Book Tower and others 
were outlined in a radiance of red and green, 
the red symbolic of sacrifice of the Incarnation, 
and the green of the everlasting quality of 
God’s love and mercy. 
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On Christmas Sunday I was wakened in my 
room on the upper floor of a big hotel by the 
chimes of a nearby church. They seemed near 
and sang to my very soul: “O Little Town of 
Bethlehem.” In the light of the chapter on 
which I was meditating the Bethlehem manger 
became a palace. It needed no earthly glory 
because Jesus brought His glory with Him. 
John 17:5. Alternating with this hymn the 
chimes sang, “O Come All Ye Faithful.” Ye 
faithful ones, is Christ on your Christmas list? 
It is his birthday—where is His gift? When 
one of my children has a birthday, Grandma 
gives all three a gift, but the one whose birth- 
day is being celebrated receives a bigger and: 
better present. On Christ’s birthday shall we 
not give time and thought to the gift we bring 
Him? 


My sermon was fast shaping itself, and I 
had illustration windows a plenty to let in the 
light. The reading would be from the newly 
revealed gift chapter. In it “giving” is men- 
tioned sixteen times. We are God’s gift to 
Christ. If we rest in Him, He will wear us as 
pearls that become more valuable each year 
because of their contact with their Owner. 
There are other ways of giving to Christ be- 
sides yielding ourselves so that He may in- 
crease the worth of the Father’s gift to Him. 
Perhaps the way we know best, is to give to 
Him by helping those in need. Then, too, we 
may be useful in helping the Father to bring 
more souls to Christ—more love gifts to Him. 


As the chimes played on, first one and then 
the other of the two beautiful Christmas 
hymns, I thought of the other gifts that God 
gave to Christ as mentioned in the seventeenth 
chapter of St. John. Likewise I meditated on 
the gifts that Christ gives to those whom the 
Father gives Him. As I realized myself a gift 
from God to Christ, I breathed a prayer that 
He would help me make the congregation to see 
themselves as love gifts from God the Father 
to Christ His Son. And we are the kind of 
gifts that should improve with age. Do we? 
One year a friend’s father gave her a diamond 
for Christmas. For several years he replaced 
it with one worth fifty dollars more, as her 
yule-tide gift. If we will let God, He will 
yearly, aye, daily increase the value of His 
Gift to His Son. Here is a precious thought 
for our meditation at Christmas time. 


Good King Wenceslas 


REV. REYNOLD B. BODEN, Manchester, England 


Christmas would not be Christmas if we did 
not hear the familiar strains of 
“Good King Wenceslas looked out 
On the Feast of Stephen.” 
We love the old carol, and at Christmas time 


‘we have a soft place in our hearts for old King 


Wenceslas. 


Yet, on reflection, was not the old King 
rather foolish and child-like? How would his 
actions appear to the modern charity organi- 
zation? Surely, he was too trustful altogether; 
he did not take the necessary precautions. He 
simply saw an old beggar man gathering fuel 
and asked his page who he was. Whereupon, 


December, 1927 


the page informed him that the old fuel- 
gatherer lived a good league hence, underneath 
the mountain. And the monarch was satisfied 
with the page’s inadequate and scanty report 
on the case and proceeded to give relief. 
Surely, if he had been a wise man he would 
have made further inquiries as to the man’s 


_ wages, the number in his family, whether he 


drank, and whether there were any pawn- 
tickets. But no! he took no such precautions; 
he allowed himself to be imposed upon in a 
shocking way. 

“Page and monarch, forth they went,” bear- 
ing fuel for the man who dwelt “right against 
the forest fence.” Had the King been wise he 
would have pointed out to the poor man that if 
only he had joined the local coal club, he would 
not have been in such dire straits at Christmas 
time. 

Had the King made full inquiries he would, 
in all probability, have found that St. Agnes 
fountain was outside his estate and that, there- 
fore, the old man should make application to 
the proper authority. 

But no! the simple monarch gave aid with- 
out sufficient information. 

“Bring me flesh and bring me wine.” Flesh, 
indeed! for a poor man who scarcely knew the 
taste of meat. Wine—what a temptation to in- 
temperance! How much better to have given 
him a grocery ticket. 

Modern philanthropy is a wonderful thing, 
most skillfully and carefully organized. Yet, 
were I a poor peasant, I would prefer to have 
lived in the days of King Wenceslas. I should 
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not have felt that the King came to my door to 
patronize me. I should not have felt that he 
came as an Official, which is worse. 


It is amazing the amount of care that is 
taken over the distribution of charitable sub- 
scriptions. And that is as it should be, of 
course. But one cannot escape the feeling that 
modern philanthropy misses the _ personal 
touch and the saintly ideal. There is some- 
thing so official and patronizing about it. 


It is practiced every day by people who cor- 
dially dislike the poor; it is dispensed by peo- 
ple who are paid to do the job. True charity, 
on the other hand, as the word implies, springs 
from love, and love is an instinctive feeling of 
attraction towards another. 


The problem is a complicated one, for the 
forest fence has been broken down since good 
King Wenceslas’ day, and the mountainside has 
been covered with artistic semis, with neat 
little gardens and strange names. Even King 
Wenceslas could not visit personally all the poor 
folk there are in our day. He would be obliged 
to give his charity in the form of subscriptions 
to philanthropic institutions, and trust to their 
being distributed in the kindly spirit in which 
they were given. 


But one cannot help thinking that philan- 
thropy should be regarded rather as a volun- 
tary tax by those who can afford it, and not as 
a substitute for Christian love. We must not 
allow “Good King Wenceslas” to slip away. If 
we lose him we shall lose true charity, for 
nothing can take its place. 


The Magi and the Star 


(This lecture was delivered to the COMRADES BIBLE CLASS, Waverly M. E. Church, 
Tennessee, on the Christmas of 1926, by Dr. Walter S. Siaydon, the teacher.) 


When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
the Messianic hope of Israel was known far 
beyond the limits of the Jewish nation. Sueto- 
nius in his life of Vespasian says, “Throughout 
the whole east an ancient and uninterpreted 
opinion had become prevalent that at this time 
some person coming from Judah should gain 
supreme power.” Josephus and Tacitus bear 
witness to the same testimony. Perhaps the 
report had been spread during the Babylonian 
exile, or directly by Esther and Mordecai at the 
court of Ahasurus. Anyway it was from some 
such source that the Persian magi derived their 
knowledge of the expected Messiah. Again, it 
may be that they knew of the prophecy of 
Balaam, their fellow countryman, “There shall 
come a Star out of Jacob, and a Scepter shall 
rise out of Israel.” It matters not the source 
whence these wise men derived their hope of 
a coming Savior, it is enough to know that they 
had a faith which led them over a perilous and 
expensive journey to the place where He was 
born and a love which fell at His feet in won- 
drous adoration. 


These wise men from the east were students 
of the stars and forerunners of our modern 
astronomers. God sent them light through the 
Star and thereby appealed to their type of 
mind. They did not worship the star which 
they recognized as only a guide to Him who 
alone is due supreme homage. They were no 
vain and listless seekers after truth. They 
profoundly yearned to find Him who is the 
Truth. What difficulties they surmounted in 
the long journey! What dangers they must 
have undergone and what expenditures they 
surely made in order to find Him! 

* * * 

Such seekers are certain to find Jesus, the 
Christ. To the quest of such devout souls fail- 
ure is impossible. Spiritual hunger never 
goes unsatisfied. “Blessed are they who hun- 
ger and thirst after righteousness for they 
shall be filled.” 

* * * 

The magi thought the Messiah would come 
as an earthly king only, and as such would 
appear in all the pomp and splendor character- 
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istic of the times and customs. With this pic- 
ture in mind and being unacquainted with the 
“ins” and “outs” of politics, and seeing the sign 
that betokened His birth, they naturally ex- 
pected to find Him in the palace of Herod and 
therefore stopped at Jerusalem. Imagine their 
surprise and disappointment when He was: not 
there and they were directed to an obscure and 
remote village for the Object of their quest! 
But their faith was unshaken when they beheld 
Him wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in 
a stable-manger. Their gifts were such as 
were offered to royalty and they did not hesi- 
tate to lavish them upon the infant King. 
Ok ee 


These men were in all probability the lead- 
ing minds of their country and may have been 
the counsellors of kings. As they studied the 
stars and other physical phenomena, their 
minds were not altogether centered on material 
things and while in the midst of their deepest 
delvings after physical things, they were ever 
on the alert to see the tokens and hear the 
whisperings of the spirit world. So it was 
when the star appeared. They saw it, under- 
stood its meaning, and followed it. They were 
in an attitude to interpret its meaning and had 
faith enough to act. 


Likewise it is to those only who are pre- 
pared and willing to act that God by some 
strange phenomenon of nature reveals his 
wants and desires. These are the wise men we 
need today, men who are on their way to the 
presence of the King. All wise men are look- 
ing for the Savior and to find Him is the 
height of wisdom. The man or the woman who 
has not yet found Him has not acted wisely. 
The guiding Star will always appear to every 
earnest and sincere seeker after a better life, 
even life ETERNAL. 


* * * 


We approach another anniversary of His 
wonderful advent into the world, an advent 
fraught with infinite possibilities, an advent 
which revolutionized the course of human 
events, both in this world and in the world to 
come. Are all of us prepared in spirit to join 
whole-heartedly that choir invisible in prais- 
ing God for His wonderful goodness to the 
children of men? Has everyone of us seen the 
Star and are we persistently following It? 
Those of you who follow whole-heartedly, ever 
keeping your eye upon this Star, will be held 
by its magnetism in the right way, and will 
be rewarded by His advent into your life, whom 
to know aright is joy and happiness and com- 
plete satisfaction. The Star can guide all who 
follow it along and over the devious and un- 
certain pathway of life. It supports you while 
crossing the sloughs of despondency and the 
quagmires of sin. It restrains when everything 
goes well and we are prosperous, ever showing 


‘us our utter helplessness and the abiding 


strength of the Prince of Peace. 
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Early in life we should strive to get a 
glimpse of the Babe of Bethlehem and take 
upon ourselves the job of following Him. His 
Star comes to different individuals as the result 
of the different associations of life. For in- 
stance, it comes to some of us as the direct 
imprint of a sainted mother’s life; it comes to 
others, due to the influence of a good and 
tactful wife; and still, it comes to others 
through suffering and sorrow; finally, it ap- 
pears to many after all their material posses- 
sions are swept away and they are made to 
realize their weakness and utter inability to 
travel alone through life. 

* * * 


Many a minister, perhaps unknown to him- 
self, has fanned into a flame some smouldering 
spark lying in the breast of those who have 
opened their souls to let in the light of the 
Star. Many a teacher of both day-school and 
the Sunday school, has opened up the way for 
others to behold the Star. If one by precept 
and example is able to point even you to that 
Star of all stars—the Star of Bethlehem, one 
should struggle on and on to that end. 

* * * 

These wise men not only found the Babe in 
the manger, they worshipped Him. And they 
not only found and worshipped Him but they 
gave and their giving was a distinct part of 
their worship. What did they give? Costly 
gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Stu- 
dents tell us that these are significant. Gold 
suggests value, frankincense, liberality, and 
myrrh the genuineness of giving. Just as the 
magi gave these precious gifts, we as worship- 
pers should give as a Christmas gift our lives 
to the Master. This is nothing more than the 
reasonable service of every man! 

=. oo * 

The real Christmas spirit is not possible 
without the spirit of Christ. God’s greatest 
gift to the world was His Son, and His Son’s 
greatest gift was His life, therefore we would 
be most ungrateful to God and His Son if 
we did not give to Them our greatest gifts— 
OUR LIVES. Nor can we give ourselves un- 
less we have first accepted the real Gift. We 
cannot put into practice the real Christmas 
spirit until we have first caught the spirit of 
Him who made Christmas possible. The real 
Christmas spirit is cheerfulness, compassion, 


humility, reverence, innocence, temperance, 
mercy, sacrifice, and service. 
* * * 


While the shepherds were keeping watch 
over their flocks at night, an angel of the Lord 
appeared unto them saying, “Fear not, for be- 
hold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people, for unto you is 
born this night in the city of David, a Savior, 
which is Christ the Lord.” But this was not 
all of the message: “Glory to God in the 
highest and peace among men of good will.” 
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Christ’s mission was one of peace. As the 
very Prince of Peace He brought consolation 
to millions on earth: to all the redeemed who 
are gone before and to that innumerable host 
who are now living and walking in the light of 
that all glorious Star! There are two events 
in the history of the world which dwarf all 
others into insignificance. They have each 
impressed and changed the course of human 
events as nothing else ever has or ever will. 
One is the miraculous birth of our Lord Jesus 
and the other is His death and resurrection. 

His birth is the axis upon which the Chris- 
tian world revolves today. Therefore let us 
approach the Christmas tide with gladsome 
hearts and buoyant spirits overflowing with 
gratitude for the wonderful possibilities that 
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this Advent has brought to us all. Christmas 
is the home-coming time, when in spirit if not 
in person, we return to the old home and 
gather at the festive board and around the old 
fireside with father and mother and other loved 
ones in sweet communion and fellowship living 
over again the reminiscent past. This is a 
glorious time in the life of each, a joy in the 
memory of all. 
cele i ie 3 

If we have wandered far away from the real 
genuine Christmas spirit; if we have drifted 
far beyond the safety line in entanglements of 
politics, commercialism, and the allurements of 
society, then it is time we, like those other wise 
men follow the Star which leads to that hal 
lowed manger and its infant King. 


Felix the Grafter 


PROF. A. T. ROBERTSON, Litt. D. 


Luke gives a fairly clear picture of Felix in 
Acts 23 and 24. Josephus (Antiquities, Book 
XX, Chapter 8; War, Book II, Chapter 13) 
gives a sketch of Felix that is quite in har- 
mony with that in Acts. He tells of the 
numerous robber bands that infested Palestine 
and that gave a vast deal of trouble. Felix 
slew a great many of them. Josephus may 
be allowed his customary exaggeration, but a 
basis of fact must be behind his statement: 
“Felix took Eleazar, the arch-robber, and 
many that were with him, alive, when they had 
ravaged the country for twenty years to- 
gether, and sent them to Rome; but as to the 
number of robbers whom he caused to be 
crucified, and of those who were caught among 
-them, and whom he brought to punishment, 
they were a multitude not to be enumerated.” 
Felix came to be regarded as a terror to the 
lawless robber bands, though he was not above 
using them for his own purposes in order to 
slay the high priest Jonathan. As a result 
the robbers grew bolder than ever for they 
felt sure of the connivance of Felix, the 
Roman Procurator. Josephus moralizes upon 
the situation thus: “And this seems to me to 
have been the reason why God, out of his 
hatred for these men’s wickedness, rejected 
our city; and as for the temple, he no longer 
considered it sufficiently pure for him to in- 
habit therein, but brought the Romans upon 
us, and threw a fire upon the city to purge it; 
and brought upon us, our wives, and children, 
slavery, as desirous to make us wiser by our 
calamities.” It is interesting to place beside 
this philosophy of woe the doom of Jerusalem 
as foretold by Jesus with the reasons for it. 
At any rate the disorders under Felix were 
not suppressed, but broke out afresh in a new 
place. 

Felix himself is pictured as more hurtful 
than all the robbers. Tacitus is scornful of 
him as one who used “the powers of a king 


with the disposition of a slave” (Hist. V. 9). 
The state of Palestine grew constantly worse. 
At one time thirty thousand fanatics followed 
“the Egyptian” mentioned by Claudius Lysias 
in Acts 21:38. His cruelty stimulated the 
zealots to form fighting bands called Sicarii 
(assassins) who helped bring on the war with 
Rome. Felix, according to Tacitus (Ann. XII: 
54) “deemed that he might perpetuate any ill- 
deeds with impunity.” It is small wonder that 
his cruelties ended in disaster. Though a man 
of low origin he was allowed both military and 
civil powers ( Suetonis, Claud. 28). His final 
and fatal misstep was at Caesarea where in a 
disturbance between the Jews and the Syrians 
he was investigated and “he had certainly been 
brought to punishment, unless Nero had yield- 
ed to the importunate solicitations of his 
brother Pallas” (Josephus, Antiquities, XX. 
viii 9). He was recalled as a result of his 
complicity in the civil war there. 


He was a freedman, like his brother Pallas, 
the rather infamous favorite of Claudius. Tac- 
itus calls him “Antonius Felix.” The Latin ad- 
jective felix is seen in our English “felicitous.” 
He was appointed by Claudius to be Procurator 
of Judea in succession to Cumanus, probably 
A. D. 52, though that is not certain. Tacitus 
says that he married a granddaughter of An- 
tony and Cleopatra who he calls Drusilla, prob- 
ably an error in the name. Suetonius mentions 
another princess as his wife also. But in the 
Acts Drusilla is the mistress of Felix. She 
left her husband, Azizus the King of Emega, 
for this liaison with Felix. 


Felix is pictured in far darker colors in 
Josephus, Tacitus, and Suetonius than in Luke, 
but his chicanery is plain in the Acts. He had 
a cynical disregard for justice, an open con- 
tempt for morality, a frank greed for money 
quite plain in his conduct toward Paul. These 
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EDITORIAL 


CHRISTMAS MORN AT THE OLD STONE 
CHURCH 


_The picture on the cover is one of the Old 
Stone Church, on the Public Square of Cleve- 
land, long a Cleveland land mark. It has re- 
fused to be squeezed out by the encroachment 
of towering office buildings. Directly across 
the Square from the church rises the new 52- 
story Union Depot. 

Before Christmas last year, little snow had 
fallen. In the decoration of the church for the 
Christmas season, countless evergreens were 
grouped about the front of the church, a veri- 
table little grove of Christmas trees. Ever- 
green festoons were hung in graceful sweep 
and arches. To add a final touch, imitation 
icicles were hung from the stone trim about the 
windows and over the doors. The effect was 
delightful, but quite pitiful in comparison with 
the real thing. So the weatherman on the 
roof the building across the street ordered 
snow, which came in greater abundance than 
the picture would evidence, and dislodged some 
of the artificial icicles and left others hanging 
grotesquely. The combined effect of the snow 
shrouded evergreens and snow covered trim, 
together with the cold flock huddling in the 
foreground, all topped by the electrically 
wished, Merry Christmas, is most appealing. 


ty NG) 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 

Once again, with amazing rapidity, the sea- 
sons have swung their course along. Early 
afternoon shadows are lengthened. The sibi- 
lant lispings of the Junco Hiemalis and the 
startled alarm of the Jay, Cyanocitta Cristata, 
alone of all the feathered host of songsters of 
warmer days, are left us, with but occasional 
exception. The rest have gone. Winter is 
here. 

Huge drifts diagonally piled across the 
roadway. Back of each pine and hemlock. in 
graceful undulation, drifted snow. Crisp 
whiteness crackles under foot. Chill winds 
sweep in over the ice-bound lake and cut deep- 
ly beneath the sturdy coat of man. The stars 
overhead push downward and take on new and 
brilliant beauty. Warm amber lights shine out 
from cozy fireside, with touch of cheer for the 
wayfarer without. Yet greater far is that 
cheer, that soul-warmth, which radiates from 
the holly-decked wreaths which hang on many 
a doorpost, for now has that season come again, 
wherein angelic hosts once shouted their glad 
hosannas and joined in that blessed antiphonal 
refrain of peace and good will. Christmas is 
here. Blessed is that man who may again sit 
upon Judean hills, and hear with the immortal 
three, that blessed hymn of joy and peace and 
hope. May the light of its truth be your guide 


.Star, for where we give “Glory to God in the 


Highest,” there we find “peace and good will 


among men.” 
MQ 


A merry Christmas to all! 


A SHEPHERD OF THE HILLS 


She and I left camp that morning in a drizzle 
of cold rain. A heavy sky threatened to deluge 
the little camp at any moment so that no at- 
tempt was made to move on to our next night’s 
camp. 


The hills have always challenged us, so we 
left the guides and the rest of the party and 
stroled down the trail, shortly to find a blazed 
trail leading diagonally and sharply upward 
across the face of the fire scarred and somber 
mountain. 


We followed the trail over fallen and black- 
ened logs, through Aspen copses, along sharp 
edged rock ledges, with water dropping from 
every brush we touched. Away down to our 
left the St. John’s River, like a curling silver 
ribbon, wound its way through the valley below, 
touched here and there by fluffy white where 
the crystal clear waters broke in rapids over 
the smooth-worn rocks near the surface. 


On we climbed, stopping now and then for 
the dual purpose of catching lost breath and 
drinking in the glories of the view that lay 
panorammed below us. Here was the clean 
imprint of a bear paw on the trail and here 
where a Buck had laced the bark of a young 
birch. Moose and Caribou tracks were in glor- 
ious profusion and many a smaller creature 
had left his clear cut signature on the trail. 
But the heights still beckon. We press on. 


Clear patches of sky seemed to indicate that 
the rain was passing. We were anxious to be 
on the trail up river, so before we reached 
the top we sat for a while in silent delight and 
then turned to retrace our steps down the trail. 


On the far end of that trail, lifted well 
above the jagged skyline of fire-denuded ever- 
greens, could be seen in the distant haze, a 
tower, the lookout post of the fire guard of the 
hills. Every other day his patrol carried him 
up over that rough trail, to climb the rude steps 
of the tower, there to study the hills for miles 
around that the first indication of conflagra- 
tion might be reported. 


Like the deadened souls of men those stiff, 
dulled remains of what were once living trees 
stood dumbly, lost among countless of their 
fellows, no life, no hope, no future, save to fall 
and rot where they lay. Above, from his tower, 
the true Shepherd of the Hills, peered out 
through his small deep set eyes that all possi- 
ble, which still lived, might be saved. 


What a picture of the Shepherd of human 
souls, looking out over a threatened humanity, 
out over huge tracks of sin burned timber, 
constantly watching, that conflagration might 
not spring up unknown in his patrol to blast 
the lives and bodies of those young green souls 
now rising to fill the place of the charred em- 
bers of what once were men.— QrG. 
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LOST AND FOUND 

We had stopped to “bile a kittle” of tea and 
make a hasty lunch at Indian Forks. The four 
heavily laden canoes tugged restlessly where 
they were drawn party from the rapid stream. 
The hardest part of the fifty-mile hike up the 
St. Johns was still ahead. 

It was here I noted the loss of a little silver 
possession given me a year ago by Mrs. Ram- 
sey. A search revealed nothing, so, as the 
eight guides started again to pole their grace- 
ful boats on up through the shallow rapids, our 
party of four struck deep into the cool tangle 
of forest, found the blazed trail and started on 
the last long lap of a hike more strenuous than 
usual. 

Two nights later, upon my return to our base 
camp, pitched high on the slope of the moun- 
tain, after a day’s hunt with my guide, a 
stranger in camp met me, saying, “Are you 
the gentleman who lost this down to Injun 
Forks?” My trinket was found and my heart 
gladdened for while the little thing had some 
value, though not great, it was a gift I had 
cherished and found most hard to part with. 

The man who spoke was of slight stature. 
His clear dark eyes peered out over slightly 
sunken cheeks which had not felt the keen- 
edged steel for weeks. His clothes were faded 
and shabby. At his hip hung a Swedish hunt- 
ing knife. A well-frayed cap bound in his mop 
of uncropped hair. He spoke in soft almost 
timid tones. “I found it yistday mornin’ down 
there where you folks had your lunch by Injun 
Forks. You folks’s the only party whats been 
up the river this year, ’n I knew it belonged to 
some of you, so I brung it in.” 

He was the fire guard on the St. John’s 
river, Clifford Patterson by name, father of 
seven, real man. He had tramped ten miles up 
to our camp which included a heartbreaking 
climb almost straight up along a mountain 
brook to our better than 3,000-foot elevation, 
to bring the lost gift in. Having delivered it 
he had the long tramp back to take up his 
patrol where he had left it. 

It is not often I have men trave'ing twenty 
miles on foot on cruel trails to return to me 
that which I have lost. It is a new experience 
and a blessed one, for it reminds me as I 
oftimes need to be reminded that the measure 
of a man is not in chest expansion nor in size 
of shoe, nor has perfect grooming the least bit 
to do with inherent manhood. It matters not 
how he may be clad nor where he may be, it 
always gladdens my heart and gives me a 
needed increase of faith, when I meet an hon- 
est, homely soul, such as Cliff Patterson showed 
me that night in far distant Gaspe woods. 


alee eae Ke) 
“A PAUSE IN THE DAY’S OCCUPATION” 


I shall not tell his name nor where he lives, 
yet I pause in the business of getting back into 
the harness, after several weeks in uncharted 
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wilds, to pay tribute to a man with a generous 
heart and hand. 

I know him only by mail. He would pass me 
unnoticed on the street for he has never seen 
me. Yet whef his voluntary plan to save me 
expense on thé cost of a moving picture outfit, 
with which to record our trip into the wilds of 
northern Canada, went awry for a few days, 
at least long enough to make us feel that we 
would have no more permanent record of the 
unusual trip than that made upon our mem- 
ory, this unseen friend of men secured the co- 
operation of a friend of his, of whom I had 
never heard and from this second unseen 
friend, was rushed by special handling air mail, 
his own personal moving picture camera, which 
reached me shortly before our hour of leave- 
taking. 

To have a moving picture camera on such a 
trip as ours is nothing uncommon, for the man- 
ufacturers of such outfits are kept hard at it 
to fill orders. Amateur movies are fast taking 
the place of the simple kodak. The strikingly 
unusual feature of the incident and the one 
that so opened my heart to these two men in a 
far city was the fact that one would feel justi- 
fied in turning to the other and that the second 
would be willing to risk his rather expensive 
outfit in the hands of an absolute stranger 
about to entrain on a strenuous trip. 

I have heard men say, “I wouldn’t loan my 
fountain pen (value possibly six or seven dol- 
lars) to my best friend.” It is oftimes a be- 
grudging “yes” in answer to the next door 
neighbor’s request to borrow the ten-dollar 
lawn mower for half an hour. One’s experi- 
ence rather bears out the contention of the psy- 
chologist that man is inherently selfish at 
least to the point where he is loathe to lend 
that upon which he places high valuation. 

And what is the result when such an inci- 
dent of rare charm and generosity is found? 
The one in whom such confidence is placed rises 
to the occasion to prove the confidence well 
placed. While my graflex camera often rode 
in the canoes, subject to the chance of damage 
by immersion, my friend’s five-pound Movie 
Camera swung from my shoulder and added its 
share to the burden of numerous all day 
tramps under a seven-pound Mauser which 
grew in weight with every step. 

Try it. Let a man know you trust him and 
V’ll wager he will meet the trust with a fre- 
quency that will quite justify your faith in the 
plan. The world must be better for such evi- 
dence of trust and confidence in one’s fellow 
beings, for trust and confidence beget trust and 
confidence and the world needs little more. 


YQ 


Preachers and Preaching 
THE PETTED PREACHER 


James Moffatt, D. D. 
Flattery is one of the subtle temptations of 
all Christian life. I am afraid we all like 
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praise, even when it comes from the uncritical. 
We are not disposed to criticize those who offer 
us approbation. We criticize aeutely those who 
differ from us, but when it comes to their offer- 
ing us advice, we shut our eyes blindly to what 
is given to us, and the result is, of course, a 
loss in moral fiber. 

I have heard Dr. Denney in Glasgow address- 
ing divinity students who were leaving our 
college for the ministry, and one of the sharp 
things he said to them for their good was this 
—he often spoke to them about the last chap- 
ter of John’s Gospel, “Feed my sheep,” the pas- 
toral care of a congregation—“Now,” he said, 
“do not become the pet lamb of your congre- 
gation!” 

There are some ministers who become the pet 
lambs of their congregations. They have a nice 
time. They are fondled and petted. “Feed my 
sheep!”’ We have to be shepherds and take the 
flock where we know they ought to go, not 
where they think they ought to go. 

From the highest motives man may seek to 
avoid differing from the opinions of a congre- 
gation, and so fail to give them moral leader- 
ship and the awakening and stirring of their 
consciences.—Record of Christian Work. 


The great clock bell of Saint Paul’s is not 
heard even a few streets off in the roar of 
traffic all day long; but it can be heard over 
half the metropolis in the silence of the night, 
one reason why God so often spoke to His 
servants in the night. What we need above all 
things in these crowded days is the setting 
apart of many listening times; times of quiet 
in which we can hear the heavenly voices that 
call to us unregarded in the busy day.—H. G. 
Knight, Herald of Gospel Liberty. 


“Many people are so overwhelmed with de- 
tails that they miss the true aim of life,” Rev. 
John L. Scotford, pastor of Glenville Congrega- 
tional Church said in his sermon yesterday 
morning on “Keeping the Perspective.” 

“How to see life in its true proportions is a 
persistent problem. A woman may be so ab- 
sorbed in the necessary task of keeping her 
house clean that she has no time to make it a 
home. A man may be so occupied with paying 
the family bills that he has no energy left to 
enjoy that family. A minister may be so busy 
running the details of the church that he for- 
gets what the church is for. 


“The church has often allowed its energies 
to be frittered away on matters of little im- 
portance, such as theological refinements, the 
mode of baptism, denominational organization 
and the endeavor to correct the minor morals 
of the people. 


“We can keep a true perspective of life by 
going away from time to time, by absorbing 
new ideas and thus changing the mental land- 
scape in which we live, and by allowing time to 
teach us its lessons of tolerance and: hope. 
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“In the end we keep the true perspective of 
life as we dedicate ourselves to some large end, 
The business of the Christian faith is to inspire 
men with such large desires that all pettiness 
will drop out of their lives.”—Cleveland News, 


HE JUST READS BOOKS 

This may be said of many men today. They 
read books but master few. It is the mastery 
of a book which makes it worth while to spend 
time upon it. Many ministers get nowhere in 
their ministry because they scan, they hurry, 
they rustle through a book and get nothing out 
of it as a permanent deposit in their intellec- 
tual lives. Good books should be carefully 
sought out. They are not many. They haye 
to be found after assiduous searching. When 
you find one eat it, masticate it, assimilate it 
until it becomes a part of your being, until 
you can preach it.—Western Christian Advo- 
cate. 


Bulletin Board Slogans 


There will never be an illiterate people where 
there is an open Bible.—Selected. 

“To be patient with unreasonableness is a 
hard task, but it is a task to which we are 
often called if we would really be a help to 
others.” —Hachange. 

“Disarmament helps, but what the world 
needs is a history schoolbook that reads the 
same in all countries.” —Christian Advocate. 

The character of God is our security for the 
future.—W. H. Hutton. 

Next to the help of God are Godly friends. 
Are you doing your part?—Rev. Claire M. 
Stewart. - 

Friendship with the church will enrich your 
home. 

A hearse is a poor vehicle in which to ride 
to church. 

The girl who wants to be a heroine can be a 
good daughter while she waits. 

We are fractional, and Christ wants to make 
us whole. 

Are you a mere space filler, or are you filling 
your place? 

The finest wreath that can adorn the brow of 
beauty is a wreath of smiles. 

Life is tremendously sacred and needs to be 
guarded. 

Soul-trouble is the very soul of trouble. 

The hardest job in the world is to do nothing. 

A man’s wife hides his faults; but that gives 
no reason for always keeping her busy at the 
job.—The Visitor, Sappington, Mo. 

New hearts can bring a new world. 

Sharing multiplies joy. 

The truth seeker oftentimes leads a lonely 
life—Rev. Claire M. Stewart. 
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Methods of Church Work 


Plans and Ideas Used by Active Pastors. 
They may_be-Adaptedfor Use in any Parish. 


DECEMBER, 1927 
Bible Sunday. 
Advent. 
Sunday School Program. 
Christmas Pageants. 
White Gifts. 
Pastor’s Greetings. 
Community Evangelism. 
Watch Night. 


BIBLE SUNDAY 


The observance of UNIVERSAL BIBLE 
EEK has gained favor in churches of all de- 
*minations wherever the Bible is known. The 
‘ry fabric of civilization is based on the teach- 
gs of the Bible. Citizens of our present-day 
-called Christian countries need to refresh 
ieir memories regarding the source and mak- 
g of the Bible in the form we have it today. 
bservance of Bible week is culminated in 
ible Sunday at the end of the week. 

Information for special services on this day 
ay be secured from the American Bible So- 
ety, Astor Place, New York City. Many pas- 
rs plan to arouse interest in this vital sub- 
ct by asking every person in the congregation 
) bring his or her Bible or collection of Bibles 
yy an exhibition in the Church Auditorium or 
arish House. Prizes of Testaments may be 
fered to those having the most used Bible, the 
dest Bible, the largest Bible, the smallest 
ible, etc. Judges may be selected among 
shool, newspaper, and professional men and 
omen in the community. This feature need 
ot be confined to a single church, nor to the 
iembership of one church. If several pastors 


can get together on the plan and make a com- 
munity affair of it, you will be gratified with 
the interest shown. The local newspaper will 
co-operate with you, if you will present news 
items for publication. 

Some pastors observe Bible Week early in 
December, on the dates named by the American 
Bible Society who sponsers the idea. Others 
find it more convenient to select dates in the 
last week of November or later in December. 


DECEMBER PULPIT PROGRAM 
Morning Services 
“The Greatest Day the World Will Ever See.” 
—Mal. 4:1-6. 
(Holy Communion) 

“The Coming of the King of Glory.”—Is. 
40:1-8. 
“The Prophet 

18:15-19. 
(Adult Confirmation) 
“Seeing Our Salvation.”—Luke 2:25-32. 
Evening Services 


“He Was a Good Man.” (Barnabas)—Acts 


Like Unto Moses.”—Deut. 


11:24. 

“Telling God Our Troubles.” (Hagar)—Gen. 
Pall SOUP 

“A Good Man’s Weakness.” (Eli)—I Sam. 
aye ist 


“A Just Man.” (Joseph)—Matt. 1:19-24. 
New Year’s Eve Service 
Dec. 31, 7:45 P. M. 

“Ye shall henceforth return no more this 
way.”—Deut. 17:16. 

The pastor will present a meditation suitable 
for the waning hours of the old year. There 
is no more appropriate place for you on New 
Year’s Eve than the house of God. 

Holy Communion will be celebrated.—Re- 
deemer Record, St. Paul, Minnesota. 


DECEMBER—THE MONTH OF THE 
MANGER 

“Let us go... to Bethlehem.” 

It will be the greatest month of the year in 
the Old First. We are getting ready for the 
day. All through the month we’ll sing His 
songs—bring again the inspiration that can 
never die out. Here are the Sunday themes: 

A. M.—Getting Ready for Bethlehem. 

P. M.—The Story of His Coming in Song. 

A. M.—The Expectation of the Ages. 

P. M.—If We Gather Under His Star. 

A. M.—How True Is the Story? 

P.M.—The Christmas Story in Dramatic 
Presentation. 
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A. M.—The Perspective—When He Came. 
P. M.—Memories. 
—Dr. Wm. H. Geistweit, Dayton, Ohio. 


f ADVENT 

Parish Revivals, Community Evangelistic 
Campaigns, and Religious Education programs 
are scheduled in many churches during the 
Advent season of 1927. The universal observ- 
ance of the Christmas festival points the way 
for intensive educational work at this time. 

One program has come to us in which Re- 
ligious Education classes are scheduled for the 
various departments of all the churches in the 
community. The pastors have co-operated in 
planning the program. One pastor has as- 
signed to him the privilege of teaching a class 
on Missions. The class is composed of the 
women’s missionary societies of all the churches. 
Another pastor has assigned to him the men 
of all the churches. The men’s classes are con- 
ducted for 1 hour in the evening every day in 
the week. The subjects are: 1. What I 
should know about my Church. 2. What I 
should know about my community. 3. What 
I should know about my fellow citizens. 4. 
What I should know about the rules of life pre- 
scribed by the Master. 5. What I should know 
about my future life, and how may faith and 
conduct will safeguard it. 6. What is my 
duty as a Christian citizen, toward my fellow- 
man, toward my God. 

A doctor in the community has accepted the 
call to teach the boys of the various churches 
as one group. The boys’ program relates itself 
with the subject, “Clean Living and Clean 
Thinking.” The subject will be developed to 
show how clean living and clean thinking builds 
character for service in the church, the com- 
munity, and the Kingdom. All the teaching is 
to be based on extracts chosen from the lives 
of Bible characters. 

A judge has had assigned to him the young 
married people of the various congregations, 
and the Superintendent of Schools will devote 
his energies to the young people of both sexes. 

Meeting places were selected in the churches 
included in the plan, and the public school and 
assembly room in the court house are to be 
utilized. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM 

The Christmas program this year will be 
arranged by the Young People of the Church. 
It will be in two parts. Part one, will be held 
jn the church auditorium, while strictly re- 
ligious, will appeal to both young and old. This 
part of the program will involve a cast of sixty 
persons. 

Part two, will be held in the Sunday School 
room and will center around Santa Claus and 
the kiddies. Need we say more?—Knox Pres- 
byterian Church, Cincinnati. 


OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Some larger, none better. Competent teach- 
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ers, good singing. Dec. 22 at 8 o’clock the 
Sunday School presents its annual Christmas 
exercises, a program by the primary and 
junior departments, followed by a pantomime 
entitled “The Waif.” We are expecting you. 
Bring your friends.—Messiah Lutheran, Den- 
ver, Colo. 


THE COMING OF THE KING 
A Christmas Cantata by Dudley Buck 
1. Noel: Organ Prelude. 
“The people that walked in darkness 
have seen a great light.”—Isaiah 9:2. 
2. Prophecy: “O Jerusalem, Look about 
Thee.” 
Soprano solo. 
. Chorus: “Awake! Awake!” With soprano 
and alto duet, “He shall feed his flock.” 
(a) “The Annunciation.” Alto solo. 
(b) “Hail! Hail!’ Tenor solo. 
5. “The Caravan of the Magi.” Male Chorus. 
(a) “The Plains of Bethlehem.” Alto solo. 
(b) “Fear Not.” Tenor solo. 
(ec) “Glory to God.”. Chorus. 
7. “The Departure of the Shepherds: 
it came to pass.” 
Bass solo (with male chorus). 
“Christians Awake.”’ Chorus. 
8. “The Virgin’s Lullaby.” Alto solo. 
9. “The Questioning of the Magi: 
hither sages.” 
Bass solo (with male chorus). 
10. “The Adoration.’”’ Soprano solo. 
11. ‘“‘Adeste Fideles.” 
Benediction. 
—First Presbyterian Church, Sunbury, Pa. 


iv) 


Los 


Se 


And 


Come 


SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
will be held 
Wednesday Evening 
seven-thirty 
Tableaux: The Shepherds, The Wise Men, 
The Mother and The Child. 
All parts taken by the children. 
* * * 


VW @/) 
“The Babe of Bethlehem” 
By Harvey B. Gaul 
Prelude—The Fields of Galilee. 
The Time of Annunciation. 
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Chorus of Angels 
Song of Mary 
The Shepherds in the Field 
The March of the Wise Men 
At the Lowly Manger 
Closing Chorus—Come Ye Lofty, Come Ye 
Lowly 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel. For He 
hath visited and redeemed His people. And 
hath raised up a mighty salvation for us in the 
house of His servant David. 
Postlude “Christmas March” (88) —----- Merkel 
—First Baptist Church, Dayton, Ohio 


“THE CHILD OF PROPHECY” 
A Christmas Pageant 

Prologue (for each of the three scenes)— 
“Spirit of Faith.” 

Scene I—The Children of Israel, Exiles in 
Babylon. Babylon Lamentations and 
Prayers of the Exiles. The Prophet’s 
Message of Hope. 

Scene I]—Bethlehem Road. First Christmas 
Eve. Dawn of a New Day. 

Scene IlI—Bethlehem Manger. The family, 
Shepherds, Wise Men, the Nations. 

—Rev. Maxwell Cornelius, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


WHEN THE STAR SHONE 


A Christmas Pageant 


Lyman R. Bayard 

Prophesy 
History 
Marcus 
Tullius 
Rabbi Nathan of Bethlehem 
Judith, the Rabbi’s Wife 
Benjamin, His Son 
Sarah, His Daughter » 
Joel, the Rabbi’s Servant 
Hannah 
Water Carriers 
Bethlehem Women 
Bethlehem Children 
Shepherds 
Shepherd’s Followers 
Wise Men 
Wise Men’s Servant 
Wise Men’s Followers 

—Delmar Baptist Church, St. Louis. 


A PAGEANT OF THE NATIVITY 
Organ Prelude: “The Shepherd Boy _Wilson 
Mixed Quartette: “Glory To God in The 

Highest eee eee eee see Wilson 
Organ Offertory: “The Infant Jesus____Yon 
Worship in Giving—A Free-Will Silver 

Offering. : 
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Chorus Choir: “It Came Upon a Midnight 
Glear?ey a een ee E. H. Sears 


(Lighting of the Candles by the Angels) 
Scripture Lesson: St. Matthew 2-1:12 
and St. Luke 2-1:20. 
Male Quartette: ‘No Room in the Inn” 
Wilson 
Chorus Choir: (a) “O Come All Ye Faith- 
SA UL eee ies tats Se Need pee a Anon 
(b) “O Little Town of Bethlehem”__ 


REO Ans Peres bly ees ey Pee P. Brooks 
Tenor Solo: “O Holy Night” _----_-_ Adams 
Chorus Choir: “While The Shepherds 

Watched jen! sss eee Tate and Bradley 


Male Quartette: (a) The March of the 
Magi; (b) The Wise Men. 

Vocal Obligato: “Silent Night”__-_____ Mohr 
(During which every head is bowed 
and all kneel in silent prayer) 

Mixed Quartette: “All Hail The Power of 


Jesusm Names. ess ee ee Williams 
Sacred Chant: “The Sanctus” ________ Anon 
Chorus Choir: “Hark, The Herald Angels 

Sing 22 se ea enh be 1B eh ae C. Wesley 
Apostolic Benediction: 2nd Corinthians 13-14. 
Organt Rostludes2 = tS See Selected 


—First M. E. Church, Jackson, Tenn. 


PAGEANT—ADORATION OF CHRIST 
CHILD 


15-Minute Organ Recital preceding service. 
Organ Numbers: 


STROrCHI Sits VAT C Ne eee eee Scotson 
SC Orenade (foe, eee See ol Harker 
“Largo from the New World Symphony” 

Bee Sg ft a NE ee ee teers Dvorak 


Harp Number: “Largo”_222--- 5. __ Handel 
Prayer Hymn 506. 

Illumination—Prayer Cross. 

Prayer followed with harp response. 

Trio: “Praise Ye the Lord”____~ Mendelssohn 
Scripture Reading. 

Announcements and Offering. 


OffertoryeS0l0s=-8 = ee eee Selected 
Dramatic Book Sermon: “THE BOOK 
ORS DARTH Vail’. Soles ee ae Noyes 


Preacher Wm. L. Stidger 
Closing Hymn 111. 
Benediction. 
Organ Postlude: “March of the Magi” __Dubois 


—Linwood M. E. Church, Kansas City, Mo. 


The Birth of Christ—In Story, Song and 
Pantomime—will be presented by the Young 
People and Children of our Bible School on 
December 22nd. Our Christmas offering, to 
be taken on this evening, will go to our Board 
of Foreign Missions for its work in the Near 
East. 

The Annual Christmas Service will be held 
Christmas morning at 6 o’clock. 

The Cantata, “Bethlehem,” will be presented 
on Sunday evening.—Watson Presbyterian 
Church, Pittsburgh. 
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CHILDREN’S OPERA—“KING 
CHRISTMAS” 


“The King of the Holidays” 

In this work, which is playfully called 
“Grand Opera” because all the parts are sung, 
as they are in Grand Opera, the various holi- 
days, each in turn, present, before a regularly 
constituted court, their claims to be adjudged 
the King of Holidays. 

Through a lot of fun, a really religious mes- 
sage shines, the work leading to a climax, the 
central thought of which is, “The Saviour as 
God’s Gift to Men.” 

A “CHRISTMAS SING,” will precede the 
main attraction of the evening. DO YOU 
LOVE TO SING THE GOOD OLD CHRIST- 
MAS HYMNS? DO YOU LOVE TO HEAR 
THEM SUNG? In either case, come and help 
the young people put on a rousing Christmas 
program. 

The finale of the whole evening will be a 
CANDLE LIGHT SINGING OF “SILENT 
NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT.”—First Methodist 
Church, Independence, Kansas. 


DATES TO REMEMBER 


December 25—Early Service at 6:00 A. M. 
The entire family can get to church and 
get home in time for 7:45 breakfast. Let 
all arrange to come. 

Christmas Festival of the Primary Depart- 
ment 9:45 A. M. All parents and friends 
are invited. 

December 26—-A White Gift Christmas Service 
by the Main Department of the Sunday 
School, at 8:00 P. M. 

December 31—A big social and entertainment 
to be conducted by the Friday Evening 
Week-day School Classes, to begin at 8:15 
sharp. 

December 31—Watch Night Service to be held 
at 11:15 P. M. Special music and other 
things to be announced later. 

—Gethsemane Lutheran Church, Philadelphia. 


WHITE GIFTS 


Our annual White Gift Offering will be taken 
in connection with the morning service. This 
offering will help the American Bible Society, 
The Near East Relief, Czecho-Slovakia and 
Hungary, The Mountaineer Boys and Girls and 
the “Conservation Fund.” You may designate 
your gift to any one of these causes, or give it 
undesignated to the White Gift Fund and each 
cause will be given a share. It is a joy to have 
the opportunity of giving our gift to this fund 
next Sabbath. We trust our contributions will 
exceed any of previous years.—Fiirst United 
Presbyterian Church, Oil City, Pa. 

heer Tee ae 


The White Gift Offering will be lifted next 
Sabbath morning in the S. S. and church 
‘services. Forty per cent of it will go to the 
usual causes for the gift, and sixty per cent 
will go direct to the “Conservation Fund’ of 
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our own denomination. May we have a large 
offering at this time.—First United Presby- 
terian Church. 

€: Leo ok 

Kindly examine the White Gift Sheet. De- 
termine to give a White Gift to Christ this 
Christmas tide. May we as the wise men of 
old bring to the King a gift of SELF, SERV- 
ICE and SUBSTANCE. Place an X before the 
pledge you wish to make in self, service and 
substance. Sign your name and return on 
Dec. 25.—Bulletin Reformed Church, Apple 
Creek, Ohio. 

* ok x 

Some of the gifts that Christ brought to 
earth will be found on a Christmas tree in the 
church parlors next Thursday night. Every- 
body present will receive one of these gifts. 
Special music will be sung. 

A hearty welcome to all the young people of 
the parish home from college for the holidays. 

The Christmas Offering today is tremendous- 
ly important. No one should fail to put in 
some gift, however small, and deposit on the 
plate at one of the meetings today.—First M. 
E. Church, Bennington, Vt. 

A “White Christmas Offering” of $250.00 
Made by Sunday School. Last Sunday was a 
glorious day for our Church. The various de- 
partments of the Sunday School laid at the 
foot of the great “White Cross,’”’ Ten sacks of 
flour, 13 sacks of corn meal, 140 pounds of 
sugar, 34 packages of corn flakes, cream of 
wheat, 50 cans of pork and beans, 38 cans of 
soup and stew, 13 cans of cocoa, 217 cans of 
corn, tomatoes, kraut, peas, hominy, beans, 
salmon, milk, peaches, cherries, pears, 42 jars 
of fruit, pickles, string beans, and packages of 
spaghetti, coffee, etc. The Men’s Bible Class, 
and Mrs. Wm. Holland’s Class and others made 
a silver offering of approximately $100.00. 
Blessings on our boys and girls and liberal 
hearted people—First M. EH. Church, South 
Jackson, Tenn. 


An “Orphan’s Christmas Party” will be held 
by the American*Legion on Wednesday eve- 
ning, December 21.—H «change. 


CANDLE LIGHTS ON CHRISTMAS 
EVENING 

An old custom is being revived. Lighted 
candles should appear in the window of your 
home Christmas evening. It is the ancient 
symbol of joy, of friendship and of good cheer. 
Let every household see that some spark of 
light gleams through your window on Friday 
evening. 

The Board of Deacons will deliver Christmas 
baskets, donated by the different organizations 
of the church.—Knox Presbyterian Church, 
Cincinnati. 


THE FIRST CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
—Luke 2:8-15 
The Church—“In the field.” 
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The Congregation—“Shepherds keeping watch 

: over their flocks by night.” 

The Choir—“‘A multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God.” 

The Anthem—“Glory to God in the Highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 

The Preacher—“‘The Angels of the Lord.” 

The Sermon—“Behold, I bring you good tid- 
ings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord.” 

The Results—“The Shepherds said one to an- 
other, let us go and see this which the Lord 
hath made known unto us. And they 
came with haste, and found the Babe lying 
in a manger. And when they had seen it, 
they made known abroad the saying which 
was told them concerning this child. 

—W. W..H. 
May the Christmas Christ bless 
and gladden your heart through- 
out the coming year. 
Rev. and Mrs. W. W. Holmes. 


In the iong ago the announcement of the 
Angels came to the simple folk of the field, the 
message of the star came to the Wise Men who 
lived their lives of study and meditation. To- 
day we are all thinking of the Savior to whom 

- shepherds and wise men came bringing their 
worship and their gifts—the Savior who has a 
message of good news and hope for all alike. 

As I think of God’s Christmas message— 
God’s Christmas Gift—to the world, your faces 
pass before me. There are some eighteen hun- 
dred of us who claim this as our church home. 
Ours is a magnificent and commodious building 
with its dedication to the “Living God” carved 
on its corner stone. But far more beautiful 

and magnificent than the physical building is 
- the church herself made up, for the most part at 
least, of those who love the Lord and give their 
lives in faithful, unselfish service in His name. 
These are held together by a marvelous spirit 
of faith in Christ, devotion to Christ, and unity 
in Christ. This spirit of our congregation we 
would guard jealously because it creates an 
atmosphere in which the Spirit of God is 
pleased to do His work. 

You will permit this personal word. During 
_ the period of my ministry here you have sur- 
rounded me with a loyalty and devotion that 
have been an unfailing inspiration to me. As 
we face the challenging tasks that are ahead 
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of us I can say from the depths of my heart, 
“T thank my God upon every remembrance of 
you.” 

Mrs. Brown joins me in an expression of 
sincere appreciation for the many, many 
thoughtful courtesies extended us. Together 
we pray, “God bless you every one!” 

Your pastor, 
F. F. Brown. 


LAY EVANGELISM 

Members of the First Baptist Temple of 
Fairmont, West Virginia, of which Rev. 
Eugene Neubauer is pastor, assisted their 
pastor in a month’s program in commemora- 
tion of the 50th Anniversary of the founding of 
the church. Programs for the “Golden Jubi- 
lee” were printed on gold colored bond paper. 

Activities for the month were scheduled on 
the program as follows: 
1st Sunday. 

10:45 A. M.—Semi-centennial Communion. 
New members, special guests. Pastor’s black- 
board talk, “Back of the Loaf.” Stewardship 
sermon, “Who Owns the Earth?” 

3:00 P. M.—City-wide religious census cards 
given out to 200 workers in preparation for 
united Lay-Evangelism. 

6:30 P. Mi—Home Missionary dramatization, 
“Jezebetha,” by the young people of First 
Church, Mannington. 

7:30 P. M.—Historical Address, ‘Memorial 
Windows in Our Church,” stressing lay-leaders 
of the older days. Personal greetings from 
trustees and state senators. 
2nd Sunday. 

10:45 A. M.—Formal Service. Pastor spoke 
on the unselfish service of eleven former pas- 
tors of the Temple Church, Luther and World 
Peace Day. 

3:00 P. M.—Local professor on “American 
Ideals and Practices.” 

7:30 P. M.—Social Reform Plea: ‘“Preach- 
ers Take Census of Local Community,” or 
“Why Does Sin Hold Out in the Face of Years 
of Church-life?” 

Exhibition of pictures of former pastors and 
influential members of church and community. 

Greetings read from nationally-known evan- 
gelists. 
3rd Sunday. 

10:45 A. M.—Formal Service. Address on 
“A Handful of Corn on the Top of a Moun- 
tain.” Historical sketch of the life of the 
church and community. Congratulations read 
from Governor of State. 

Teams of men dedicated to Every Member 
Visitation. 

7:30 P. M.—Sixty stereopticon slides, beau- 
tifully colored. Subject, “Baptists Around the 
World.” Reading of letters from pastors in 
other parts of the country. 

Friday 

Actual Anniversary Day. Evening social. 
Toasts and speeches by local business and pro- 
fessional men. The Church of the Future, the 
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young people having the prominent part. Re- 
port on money raised for budget. 
4th Sunday. 

10:45 A. M.—Sunday School Day. Service 
in charge of State Sunday School Superintend- 
ent. 

Pastor talks on “Children of Seven Seas.” 

7:30 P. M.—Women’s night. Summary of 
Women’s work in the Church Program. Con- 
secration for the future and the house-to-house 
personal work on 200 new cards received this 
month. 


WATCH NIGHT 

New Year’s Eve Reception at the Methodist 
Parsonage, Friday Night! All the members 
and friends of the Methodist Church and of the 
pastor and his family, are cordially invited to 
attend. “Open House’ will be observed from 
7 to 10 p. m., Friday, December 31—and it is 
expected that all of our people will plan to 
share in the happy festivities. Come and let’s 
get acquainted with one another. Do not dis- 
appoint us, but be on hand.—Jackson, Tenn. 

* * * 
DECEMBER 31st 

This is the time for our New Year’s Eve 
party and program. Let the good housewives 
prepare one hot dish to pass and sandwiches or 
other things easily prepared, and bring the 
entire family. We want one big table at 6:30 
with everybody present. 

The dinner will be followed by a program of 
stunts, music and a watch service at 10:30.— 
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Messenger, Spokane, 


Washington. 
* * * fi 
A FITTING CLOSE 
Another year of grace is drawing to an end. 
Another chapter of our lives has been written. 
We are another step closer tooaternity. As a 
Christian sits in retrospect of the waning year 
he finds much to be repented of, much which he 
wishes could be undone, much to commend to 
the forgiving grace of God. Viewing in pros- 
pect the new year he feels his weakness, the 
uncertainty of life, and the need of the abiding 
strength of the Almighty. The transition from 
an old to a new year is to the child of God a 
matter of great solemnity. There is no evening 
of the year when an hour could more appro- 
priately be devoted to prayerful meditation 
than New Year’s Eve. We have a special New 
Year’s Eve service. It is not as largely attend- 
ed as it should be, and that fact seems ominous 
to us. We are afraid that it indicates a wide- 
spread concession to the carnal practices which 
characterize the world’s celebration of New 
Year’s Eve. We celebrate communion in this 
service. The appropriateness of this custom 
need not be emphasized. What a blessed priv- 
ilege to carry the whole mess of the old year’s 
sins to the Lord in the final hours of the year 
and receive the personal assurance that we have 
been relieved of them and can enter the new 
year at peace with God and assured of His gra- 
cious leadership and _ protection.—Redeemer 
Record, St. Paul, Minn. 


For Your Church Bulletin 


The pastor of First United Presbyterian 
Church extends to you the Season’s Greetings 
and trusts you will have a very Happy Christ- 
mas. As we exchange gifts, let us remember 
God’s greatest gift to the world, His own Son, 
and the Spirit which prompted it. May the 
Spirit of Him whose birthday we celebrate pre- 
vail in our hearts and prompt us to the greater 
efforts for Him during this coming year. Ex- 
pect great things for your church and help 
translate this expectancy by giving Christ your 
best. Remember God gave His Only Son for 
us; what will we give to Him? Can we give 
less than our best? —Rev. Claire M. Stewart. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR CHRISTMAS 
SHOPPERS 


The problem of who is to be remembered 
with a Christmas gift, and what the gift shall 
be is now up for consideration for the 1927th 
time. It is an individual problem—one which 
each must solve for himself. But perhaps some 
are in a receptive mood for suggestions. Well, 
here they are: 

1. For those with whom you have been 
_ merely exchanging gifts, come to an under- 
standing and agree among yourselves that 
you'll take a rest and plant the savings on a 


foreign mission field to bring forth fruit for 
Christ. 

2. Economize in every way possible in the 
purchase of all gifts and add that to your love 
offering for foreign missions. 

3. Be moderate in your eating, and add the 
difference to our Christmas offering to the 
Orphans Home at Sunday School next Sunday, 
thus feed some hungry children, preserve your 
health, feed your soul and Him who said “inas- 
much as you did it unto the least of these.”— 
Rev. F. F. Brown, D. D. 


THE LOVE OF CHRIST 


The love of Christ, which is the motive in 
every Christian life, is not dependent upon con- 
ditions, but is full of sweet courtesy, kindly in- 
spiration and comforting cheer, on dark days 
as on bright, in pain as in pleasure, when 
things are going wrong as when things are 
prosperous. 

Our influence over others is something we 
dare not leave to the fickleness of our natural 
temperament. Too much depends upon it. If 
in an hour of discouragement we hurt a gentle 
heart, or give a wrong touch to a life, it will be 
no worthy excuse to plead that we were de- 
pressed at the time. We must so master our 
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| Heed: that we will be under control of our bet- 
ver self, that we may olyees be encouragers, 
-ot discouragers.—Rev. W. R. Thompson, D. D. 


ar aa 
WHAT THINK YE OF CHRIST? 


_ Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, and 
's nearly as we 7an tell on Christmas day. At 
east that is the iday we celebrate his birth. 
Juring all these centuries the world has had 
an opportunity to study the question of his 
oirth, life, death and resurrection. Christmas 
m the Christian calendar is second only to 
Daster. The fact of His birth, the truths sur- 
ounding the story of His miraculous concep- 
lion, and the marvelous ministry are too well 
astablished to be seriously questioned. With 
the facts so well known, and the claims of 


BACK TO BETHLEHEM 
Rev. Lewis Keast 
1. A Christmas Service 
The story of Bethlehem brings to the world 
he beginnings of the greatest drama of the 
world history. To portray the scenes of that 
wonderful night when Jesus was born is the 
object of this service. It is ours to catch anew 
he songs of the angels and view once more the 
‘ivine in human form. Christmas is the chil- 
‘ llren’s festival. 
“There is no time like Christmas, 
To let good cheer abound, 
Each heart should spread it freely, 
When Christmas time comes round; 
| All sorrow then forgotten, 
Let smiles each face adorn, 
For ’tis the happy season, 

When Christ the Lord was born.” 

Through the modern pageant electrotypes it 
us possible now to purchase a beautiful “Beth- 
ehem Background” at a very nominal price. 
‘This adds greatly to the pageant or program 
which you may present. 
- In many churches an electric star is used at 
Shristmas time. This may be done in a very 
slaborate or simple way. It is possible to have 
a large star constructed with many colored 
alectric bulbs radiating from a large white 
salectric bulb in the center; or you may inclose 
an electric light in an opaque box one side of 
which has been cut star-shaped. These are to 
be connected to a convenient switch which can 
be turned on or off at the proper time. 


| 
! 


‘A Program for a Christmas Sunday Evening 
Service: 

1. Organ Prelude. 

2. Processional: 

“Q Come All Ye Faithful.” 

3. Hymn—“O Little Town of Bethlehem.” 
_ Just before this hymn is sung the leader 
‘might give this short note of history: During 
a visit to the Holy Land Phillips Brooks spent 
‘Christmas Eve in Bethlehem. Of his stirring 
‘emotions on that “Holy Night” he later wrote 
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Christ established, what do you think of Him? 
It is a question for saint and sinner to con- 
sider. For the sinner, everything depends on 
his answer to the question. For the very sal- 
vation which he hopes to have rests on the 
mental and affectionate response to God’s in- 
vitation in Christ. If He be the Christ of 
God, then He must be heeded, obeyed, ac- 
cepted. To the Christian the answer to the 
question decides his happiness, success and 
reward. It is feared that many saints have 
an altogether too low estimate of Christ. All 
should learn to value Him more and seek to 
follow Him so constantly that there will be no 
time for ‘warming himself” at the fires of 
Christ’s enemies. What do you think of 
Christ?—Dr. Ernest H. Shanks. 


Evening Services 


to his Sunday School in Philadelphia as fol- 
lows: 

“T remember especially Christmas Eve, when 
I was standing in the old church at Bethlehem, 
close to the spot where Jesus was born, when 
the whole church was ringing hour after hour 
with the splendid hymns of praise to God, how 
again and again it seemed that I could hear 
voices that I knew well, telling each other of 
the “Wonderful Night” of the Saviour’s birth, 
as I had heard the year before: and I assure 
you I was glad to shut my ears for a while 
and listen to the more familiar strains that 
came wandering to me halfway round the 
world.” Two years after his return to Amer- 
ica, still full of the thrilling memories of Beth- 
lehem, Phillips Brooks wrote for his Sunday 
School this Christmas hymn which for a long 
time had been singing in his soul. 

4. Scripture Reading: 

Luke 2:8-20: And there were in the same 
country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. . 

5. Hymn: (This is to be sung by the chil- 
dren only.) “Silent Night, Holy Night.” 

6. Prayer—followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 

7. Here the Prophet comes in and recites; 
Isaiah 9:1-7.( This should be a young man.) 

8. Hymn—Congregation: “Joy to the 
World!” 

9. A Christmas Story. (By a young lady.) 
“Piedro and the Bells.” 

10. Hymn—Chorus—(Here four shepherds 
come in.) “While Shepherds Watched Their 
Flocks.” 

11. Here the Wise Men come in: The story 
of “The Other Wise Man,” by Van Dyke is told 
by a young man. 

12. Hymn: “It Came Upon the Midnight 
Clear.” 

13. Offerings and announcements. 

14, A ten-minute sermon: “God’s Greatest 
Gift to Man.” John 3:16. God so loved the 
world that He gave... .” 
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15. Hymn: Hark the Herald Angels Sing. 

16. Benediction. 

This program will take a little more than an 
hour, but it never fails in its purpose. It will 
‘both inspire and help folks to real appreciation 
of Christmas. 


II. By The Christmas Fire 


Very much is made of the open fireplace at 
Christmas time, for if there is any time that 
we love to “Keep the Home Fires Burning” it 
is then. If you do not happen to have an open 
fireplace in your church rooms you may im- 
provise one at very little cost. However this 
may be it will enable you to have a memorable 
hour together if you will dare to be a little dif- 
ferent and plan two or three weeks ahead for 
this meeting of prayer around the Christmas 
fire. 

Beside the fireplace have a little tree loaded 
with promises. Let each one take a promise 
and read it. This will take the place of the 
regular Scripture reading. 

To brighten the singing you might invite the 
choir to sing old Christmas carols; and a very 
tiny little girl to sing: “Silent Night, Holy 
Night.” 

One might abbreviate that beautiful story by 
Kate Douglas Wiggens—“Bird’s Christmas 
Carol.” If told effectively it can not fail to do 
good. It will help both old and young. Van 
Dyke’s: “The Meaning of Christmas,” will be 
worth our consideration. 

But do not forget that it is a meeting for 
religious gain, not an entertainment. Be choice 
in your selection of hymns: 

1. Hymn.—“‘Joy to the World.” 

2. Song—“Sweet Hour of Prayer.” 

3. Prayer—(Sentence Prayers.) 

4, Seripture—A Promise from Everybody. 

5. Special Vocal number—‘Silent Night, 
Holy Night.” 

6. Prayer—Pastor leading. 

7. Christmas Carol—Choir. 

8. A Christmas Story. 

9. Hymn—‘“Hark the Herald Angels Sing.” 

0. Three Five-minute Talks: 

(1)—The Need of Prayer. 

(2)—The Power of Prayer. 

(3)—The Secret of Prayer. 

11. Hymn—‘“Blest Be the Tie That Binds 
Our Hearts in Christian Love.” 
12. Benediction. 


BIBLE SCENES FOR CHURCH USE 


Every minister treasures in his heart to 
tramp again, if not for the first time, through 
those villages and over those highways, where 
once trod the feet of the Master he serves, to 
stand on the shores of that Gallilean Sea the 
history of which is so closely associated with 
the earthly life of the Lord, to bow in humble 
awe and love where once the Angelic hosts 
sang their hymn of praise and adoration. 

Every year sees many ministers finding the 
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realization of their ambition of years and with 
the ever increasing popularity of the efficient 
little Cine-Kodak, many are returning with 
hundreds upon hundreds of feet of moving pic- 
tures taken which make possible for those who 
have not yet made the trip an appreciation of | 
the Holy Land, such as no book or lecture can 
give. 

Many companies, sensing the ever-growing 
demand for superior moving pictures of the 
Holy Land, are bending every effort to secure 
for their patrons the best pictures available. | 
Splendid films may be rented or purchased out- 
right from such companies, who are adding in a 
material and commendable way to our store of 
Bible and Missionary knowledge. 

Occasionally, individuals return with excep- 
tionally fine moving pictures which are avail- 
able, often adding to the pictures the inspira- 
tion of the story of their trip. 

For evening services, young people’s pro- | 
grams, especially for Missionary programs, 
such programs are indicated above are beyond | 
value. That Expositor readers may not over- 
look the fine service and inspiration available | 
through such sources, special attention is called 
to detailed information concerning picture- | 
service, elsewhere in the publication.—R. 


OUR DIFFERENT EVENING SERVICES 


We are developing leadership through having 
our young folks take part in our religious de- 
bates. Four debaters and three judges puts 
seven young people to work every week. 

Our attendance has increased 300% and a 
keen interest is sweeping the community. 

Some of the subjects we have debated this 
year: 

Resolved, that the teaching of Jesus has done 
more for the world than His life. 

Resolved, that our present environment is 
helpful to religious living. 

Resolved, that men are more religious than 
women. 

Resolved, that the auto is a help to the 
church. 

Resolved, that the press is more influential 
than the pulpit. 

Resolved, that men of old were more spiritual 
than we. 

Resolved, that the church is not doing its 
duty. 

Resolved, that modern industry cannot be 
conducted on Christ’s standard. 

Resolved, that America is not a Christian 
nation. 

Resolved, that the world is growing better. 

Resolved, that nature is antagonistic to our 
existence. 

Resolved, that as civilization increases, spir- 
ituality decreases. 

Resolved, that young people should be enter- 
tained by the church. 

Resolved, that a Christian experience is of 
more value than a Christian education. 
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Resolved, that education has done more for 
the world than religion. : 

Resolved, that war should be abolished. 

We have different debaters each week and 
we feel this method develops self-confidence in 
our young people. 

z Alphabetical Bible Study 

The first week everybody comes with a Bible 
verse beginning with the letter A, the next 
week B, etc. A judge is selected to choose the 
verse that appeals to him. The pastor then 
speaks extemporaneously for five minutes from 
the verse chosen. 
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This method appeals to all ages, even the 
children search diligently for the various 
verses, and it fills a boy or girl’s heart with 
pride when their verse is chosen. 


George’s Funeral 


Most every church has folks who like to push 
responsibility on others, hence the phrase, “Let 
George do it.” 

Have a service and bury George. In the 
obituary you may say George died from over- 
work. Since George is now gone, we will all 
assume our part.—Charles T. Grant. 


What the Readers Say 


Long Island City, N. Y. 

My dear Mr. Ramsey: 

- Enclosed find money order for renewal of 
subscription to the Expositor. The value of the 
Expositor cannot be gauged in terms of dollars 
and cents. “Incalculable” hardly estimates its 
value. 

You will notice that my subscription begins 
with the December number and thereby hangs 
a tale. It is an all the year round Christmas 
gift from my wife. I am sure that you will 
agree with me that in subscribing to the 
Expositor, she shows rare judgment and dis- 
crimination in the assistance she renders in my 
ministry. 

May every other minister’s wife show ap- 
proval of the most valuable publication issued 
as a “pastor’s assistant” by “doing likewise.” 

Kindest regards, and may the coming year 
be the greatest the Hapositor has ever known. 

Yours most cordially, 
William M. Morris. 


My dear Mr. Ramsey: 

I sent a copy of your letter to The Writer’s 
- Monthly with this notation: 

“T submit the following received with one of 
my manuscripts’ August 31, 1927. ,It is what 
I would term a ‘human’ rejection slip. I hardly 
feel like calling it a ‘rejection slip’ at all. To 
me it is more like a bit of friendly advice from 
a big brother. It has a soul. It would be 
impossible of course for an editor to make 
such a lengthy reply in every case, but here is 
one that surely mitigates any disappointment 
occasioned by return of MSS.” 

Many thanks for taking the time in a crowd- 
ed day to write such a brotherly letter. Frank- 
ly, it is so rare I appreciate it almost as much 
as the check. 

Cordially, 
Samuel Blair. 
The Methodist Church, Island Heights, N. J. 


Salemville, Pa. 
Dear Editor Ramsey: 

For some days I have been hoping to be able 
to send you a check for my subscription for the 
Expositor and so far cannot see that I can do 
it at this time under the circumstances. 


So, I will just let you know that I want to con- 
tinue to have the Expositor come to my study 
and will ask you to continue to mail it to me 
and will send the check a little later. 

I do not feel that I could do without the 
Expositor since it has become a fixed part of 
my equipment. I do enjoy its helpfulness. I 
appreciate especially the timely and helpful 
articles coming of late on church music. Please 
keep such good work as this up. It is doing 
much good where the articles are taken with 
some degree of seriousness as they are with us 
here. 

There are also other very helpful articles but 
I am very forcibly impressed the those above 
mentioned. 

Before long I will send the check and in the 
meantime I shall hope to receive the Hupositor 
as usual. 

Faithfully yours, 
W. L. Davis. 


TOUR THE HOLY LAND, IN YOUR 
CHURCH 
The following letter has just been received 
by the Expositor and is passed on as an item of 
worthy news for the minister who is anxious 
to utilize every available means of making the 
Bible story, its scenes, its personages, real for 
his people. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Dear Mr. Ramsey: 

When a friend has found something that 
will help me in my work, I thank him to 
tell me of it. 

I have found two things that are useful 
to me, and am taking this means of shar- 
ing the good news. 

FIRST, my friend, the Rev. Roy W. 
Goff, S. T. B., has just returned from a 
round-the-world trip, on which he secured 
fine still and motion pictures. I have 
seen them, and can heartily recommend 
them. He plans sharing this will fellow 
religious workers. The folder will tell you 
more of this. 

What could be more educational and 
inspirational than to take an interested 
group of your people on such a series of 
travel evenings? Missionary societies 
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especially would be interested both in the 
intrinsic worth of the views and the pos- 
sibility of earning funds for their organi- 
zations. 

The rates are reasonable. There are 
special missionary lectures on  Egypt— 
Palestine and India. These latter could be 
used on Sunday evenings on a free will 
offering basis. Rev. Goff brings complete 
equipment, projectors, films, etc. 

Now is the time to plan your winter 
dates. 

SECOND, the formation of the FILM 
LIBRARY OF THE ASSOCIATED 
CHURCHES for the production of Church 
Films. Here is what we have longed for 
for years, sympathetic and professional 
treatment of themes suited to church use. 
I have seen some of the releases and can 
promise satisfaction. Details may be had 
by writing for them. 


Fraternally yours, 
David E. Maxwell. 


Rey. Goff’s trip around the world carried 
him from New York to Cuba, the Panama 
Canal, Hawaii, Japan, China, the Philippines, 
Java, Burma, India, Ceylon, Egypt, Palestine, 
Greece, Italy, Switzerland, Germany, Holland, 
Belgium, France, England, and back to New 
York. Thousands of feet were filmed in order 
to bring back an informative and inspirational 
story of those distant lands. Tribute has been 
paid to Rey. Goff’s ability as a photographer by 
a commercial photography concern, which, 
though the world be its source of photographs, 
purchased outright many of Mr. Goff’s pictures. 
Expositor readers, would do well to write for 
further information to Rey. Goff and the Rev. 
David E. Maxwell. 


Wilmington, N. Y. 
Gentlemen: 

Please send me my old friend, The Expositor, 
for the months mentioned. When I get home 
I will subscribe for the year. I surely miss 
getting what I consider the most valuable of 
all religious publications and I read many. 


Yours truly, 
Rev. William J. Ross. 


Camden, N. J. 
Dear Mr. Ramsey: 


Inclosed find check for $3.50 for Expositor 
and Stories to Tell, to start with October. I 
have been taking the Expositor since 1923 and 
couldn’t do without it. I look for it as regu- 
larly as I look for my meals, comparatively. It 
sure is a wonderful magazine. I was eight 
years hunting for this magazine. A preacher 
told me about it in 1915 and said he was going 
to give me one but he never has yet, but one 
day I stumbled upon one in a peculiar manner 
and I discovered it was just the thing I was 
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looking for and I have bought a copy every 
month since 1923. There are two months I am 
lacking in 1923. They are January-February. 
I have been going to subscribe often. Now 
that it is done, Iam glad. I have sent several 
copies to friends and they have taken it ever 
since. 


Wishing that this year may be your most 
successful year ever, I am 


Gratefully yours, 
John W. Helmbold, 
Pastor Third Baptist Church. 


Mineral Point, Pennsylvania. 
Dear Expositor: 


I could positively not get along without you. 
Come on. You are always welcome at our 
house. I should have sent in my remittance 
sooner. 

J. L. Bowman. 


THE ANGEL’S SONG 


Peace on the earth, 

They sang at His birth, 

"Twas a song that came from the sky; 
The heavens agleam, 

With radiant beam 

Aflame, caught the angel’s glad cry; 
Rolled it along, 

Re-echoed the song, 

Till many a sad, troubled breast; 
Happy release, 

In comfort and peace, 

Found a haven of quiet rest. 


Good will to men, 

It rang out again, 

From angel voicé chanting the song; 
Till in refrain, ; 

Broke forth the sweet strain, 

Of a host of the angelic throng. 
The strange light danced, 

On hill-top it glanced, 

And every dark vale became day; 
As they sang on, 

All striving was gone, 

From hearts where good-will held sway. 


Glory to God, 

They herald abroad, 

The angels His coming proclaimed; 
They tell of love, 

The Highest, above, 

And worship his wonderful name. 
Full praise to do, 

Let men join anew, 

And worship Him, Saviour and Lord; 
While glad hearts sing, 

The Christmas bells ring, 

In good will and peaceful accord. 


—Rev. Ernest H. Shanks. 
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Gol Mining in ‘he Scriptures 


The Expositor’s ‘‘Expositions’’ 
REV. R. C. HALLOCK, D.D. 


CHRIST’S SOLEMN ASSEVERATIONS OF 
CERTITUDE 

Jesus “spake with authority,” and claimed 
absolute certainty for his teaching. Few have 
dared this; fewer still have justified such claim. 
Absolute truth is attained by neither science, 
philosophy, nor human history. All earthling 
teachers speak under correction: Jesus the 
Christ made most solemn declaration of his un- 
failing certitude. 

1. Christ’s Asseveration of Perfect Knowledge 
of Truth. John 3:11, 13. 

“Amehn amehn legoh soi, hoti ho oidamen 
laloumen, of a certainty, of a certainty, declare 
I to you that what we know (is the thing 
which) we speak.” The emphasis is on 
oidamen, not on lalowmen. The very purpose 
of Christ is to assert the certainty of his own 
knowledge, in contrast with the reprehensible 
unbelief of the Jewish rulers. 

“Kai ho eohrakamen marturoumen, and what 
we have actually seen, of that we bear witness; 
kai tehn marturian hehmohn ou lambanete, yet 
our witness you will not accept.” 

The plurals oidamen and lalowmen, “as is 
clear from the singulars immediately following 
in verse 12, are simply rhetorical and refer only 
to Jesus himself.” (Dr. Meyer.) Cf also verse 
13. Amehn is a Hebrew word meaning verity, 
from a primitive verbal root signifying to be 
true or faithful. In its reduplicated Greek 
- form it expresses the strongest kind of assev- 
eration of truth. 

Verse 13 declares the grounds of Christ’s 
knowing. “Kai oudeis anabebehken eis ton our- 
anon, ei meh ho ek tou ouranou katabas, and 
there is no one who has gone up to Heaven; 
but there is One who has come down from 
Heaven, ho Huios tou anthropou ho ohn en toh 
ouranoh, namely, the Son of Man whose home 
is in Heaven.” (Weymouth.) That is, the 
speaker, Christ himself, says in effect to Nico- 
demus, “I know these heavenly things, because 
I have seen them; nay, I have always lived 
amongst them. And no one on earth but my- 
_ self can know them, for on man now living has 
ever gone up even once to heaven to see them. 
I know them absolutely: no one else knows 
them at all.” 

Thus Jesus Christ solemnly asserts his 
knowledge of the truths of the Unseen World. 

The homiletic message of this verse is both 
clear and cogent. 

First, Know all Men, that Jesus Knew! 

He himself solemnly affirmed his perfect 
knowledge. 


No other declaration of his has even been 
confuted; the probabilities are therefore all in 
his favor. 

His asseverations are demonstrably worthy 
of all credence, since made by such a Man as 
Jesus was. In moral character, mental calibre, 
elevated ideals, unblemished life, he was above 
compare, beyond criticism: the one perfect 
man of human history. 

We may therefore know that Jesus knows! 

Second, If Jesus Knew, Accept His Testi- 
mony! 

“Bstin alehtheia en toh Iehsou, Truth is in 
Jesus!” (Eph. 4:21). The ancients said, “He 
that knows, and knows that he knows, is a wise 
man; follow him.” Here is the greatest of all 
teachers; the One perfect Teacher. He knows, 
and he knows that he knows. Let us turn from 
all futile teachers to this Infallible Teacher. 

Third, so shall both Certitude and Satisfac- 
tion be found! Blessed is the confidence that 
Jesus knew all about the loving Father; that 
Jesus knew all about Heaven and the home of 
“many mansions;” that Jesus knew the Serip- 
tures unbreakable, prayer surely answered, 
resurrection certain, eternal life guaranteed to 
the children of faith. And hence we may say 
with all confidence that we know these things, 
since we know Him whom we have believed. 
2. Christ’s Asseveration of Prophetic Knowl- 

edge. Matthew 24:2. 

Amehn legoh humin. In solemn truth I de- 
clare to you, ow meh aphetheh hohde lithos epi 
lithon, hos ou meh kataluthehsetai, that there 
will not be left here stone upon stone, which 
shall not be thrown (lit. loosened) down.” 

The Herodian temple towered above mount 
Zion in radiant splendor; none thought but that 
it might so stand for uncounted centuries. 
Proudly the sons of Jacob gazed upon that 
mighty building, “a mountain of snow and gold 
lighted up by the sun,” as indeed the joy of 
the whole earth. 

But Jesus knew the future. Prosehlthon hoi 
mathehtai autou epideiksai autoh tas oikodo- 
mas tou hierou, There came to him his disciples 
to show him the buildings of the temple. Ho 
de Iehsous eipen autois, “Ou blepete panta 
tauta? Amehn legoh humin ou meh aphetheh 
hohde lithos epi lithon, hos ou meh katalutheh- 
setai, But Jesus said to them, See not ye all 
these things? Most solemnly I say to you that 
there shall not be left here one stone upon an- 
other, that shall not be cast down. Amehn 
legoh humin, ou meh pareltheh heh genea 
hauteh, heohs an panta tauta genehtai, Most 
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solemnly again I say to you, this generation 
shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.” 

These words were spoken probably in the 
year A. D. 30; and in 70 A. D. this prophecy 
in all its tragic details was fulfilled, when the 
soldiers of Titus the Roman, in the most terri- 
ble blood orgy of human history, besieged, 
stormed and burned Jerusalem, slaughtered the 
inhabitants thereof by myriads, destroyed the 
temple, razed the city walls and towers except 
a small portion, and thus bore testimony “to 
the truth of the prophecy and the divinity of 
the mission of Jesus Christ, the rejection of 
whom brought all this and subsequent misfor- 
tune upon the apostate race.” (Schaff.) 


Christ had prophesied the very details of this 
awful tragedy (Cf Luke 19:41-44, et passim), 
and he had declared that the generation to 
which he was speaking should not pass away 
until all this had been fulfilled. (Matt. 24:34.) 
Now, a generation in Bible usage does not sig- 
nify as with us the average duration of human 
life at a given period, but “the generation lasts 
as long as any of the members survive. (Bible 
Dict.) Manifestly, therefore, the prophecy of 
Christ was perfectly validated by the stern 
facts of history; numbers of men who were 
alive when Jesus spoke survived to see the 
terrible fulfillment of that prophecy. 


Well, is not the demonstration of A. D. 70 a 
testimony to 1927? Jesus did know. History 
proved it. His solemn, specific prophecy found 
exact fulfillment just on time; though “they 
had not received his witness.” (John 3:11.) 
Does he still know, when he prophesies? Un- 
doubtedly. Will the modern generations refuse 
his witness, as did that generation of old? It 
is wholly probable. 


Two great prophecies of Jesus press ever 
toward fulfillment; yet 
“Not an ear in court or market for the low, 
foreboding cry 
Of those crises, God’s stern winnowers, from 
whose feet earth’s chaff must fly.” 
First, Christ’s Resurrection Prophecy. 


CHRISTMAS PRAYERS 
Almighty Father, in whose grace our light 
is born and from whose love has come this 
blessed day of days, lead us mercifully into 


the spirit of the Christmastide. Give us to 
see the deeper heart of the day, to understand 
that merriment and physical pleasures, the 
giving and receiving of gifts, are but the ac- 
companiment of the more noble and lasting 
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“Amehn amehn legoh humin, hoti erchetat 
hohra kai nun estin, hote hoi nekroi akousontat 
tehs phonehs tou Huiou tou Theou, kai hoi 
akousantes zehsontai, Verily, verily I say unto 
you that a time is coming and even now is 
here, when the Dead shall hearken unto the 
voice of the Son of God, and those listening 
shall live.’ (John 5:25.) And then yet more 
definitely he prophesies the resurrection even- 
tuality as follows: “Meh thaumazete touto; 
oti erchetai hohra, en heh pantes hoi en tots 
mnehmeiois akousantai tehs phonehs autou, kar 
ekporeusontai, hoi ta agatha poiehsantes, eis 
anastasis zohehs, hoi de ta phaula praxantes, 
eis anastasis kriseohs.” (John 5:28. Read the 
English.) 

We need not debate here the literal bodily 
resurrection (though it is hard to see how an 
immaterial spirit could “come forth out of the 
tomb”); but we do cry for more definite ac- 
ceptance and believing preaching of the Mas- 
ter’s solemn and supremely important prophecy 
of universal resurrection and its sequences. 

Second, Christ’s Final Consummation Proph- 
ecy. 

The emphasis which Christ himself laid upon 

eschatology must be startling to people who 
half-consciously evade or neglect this surpass- 
ingly important subject. And most poignant is 
the consideration, that it is Jesus Christ, not 
fiery Peter nor relentless Paul, who draws the 
most lurid pictures of Doom. All of Christ’s 
great Parables of Destiny—as Dives and Laz- 
arus, the Sheep and the Goats, the Tares, the 
Ten Virgins, the Wedding Garment—are con- 
stituent parts of his Prophecy of Destiny; his 
many exhortations to “watch,” to “be ready,” 
to “wait with lamps burning and loins girded,” 
were his own earnest applications of that 
Prophecy. 
Christ’s ' Solemn Asseverations of Certitude 
are even more striking when he prophesies 
Destiny than at any other time. That he knew 
whereof he spoke; that men should believe his 
witness; that no sermon subjects can be more 
important—these things are true and certain. 


joys of this day and not the joys themselves. 
Lead us into the eternal joys that came with 
that first great Christmas day, into those joys 
which abide, into those Christmas joys which 
thou hast provided and which we may take 
with us throughout the whole year. 

Teach us the full meaning of the birth of 
thy dear Son, our Lord. May our hearts glow 
with living gladness because of Him and His 
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coming. May our understanding of the first 
great Christmas gift fill our hearts and lives 
with joy unbounded that we together with 
those for whom He came, may so live that 
we may be perpetually joyful in his coming. 
May this blessed day of His birth be for us 
the day of the birth of His spirit within us. 
We ask it in His name. 
* * * 

Oh thou great and guiding star, lead us in 
the way as thou didst once lead the shepherds 
of old, that we may faithfully follow in their 
steps to the feet of the Christ. Keep us faith- 
ful in humble service and love that that star 
in the east may continue to shine for us who 
seek the way to peace in Thee through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Lead us, O God, as once the shepherds were 
led, for the day has come when we would cele- 
brate the birthday of thine only begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Our voices are raised 
to join with those of the great angelic hosts in 
a chorus of love and praise. Our hearts are 
now joined with those of thy people every- 
where in adoration and thanksgiving for thy 
first Christmas gift to the world. We bow 
before thee and worship thee for thou hast 
been mindful of thy children everywhere. 

Help us to express our joy in thy gift, by the 
gladness of our hearts, by our little tokens of 
love and friendship which pass between us 
today, by the victorious lives which we may 
now live since thou has sent us a Savior. 

With the wise men of old we rejoice with 
exceeding gladness and come to bow down and 
to worship at the manger. We would pour out 
our treasures this day at His feet. Help us, 
O God, to open our heart’s treasures to Him. 
Help us to bring our gifts to the King that 
with Him we may know the joys of giving. 

We pray, O God, that the whole earth may 
accept Him as the Savior. Help us to prepare 
the way for Him so that He may come into the 
hearts of them who know nothing of the true 
and abiding joys of Christmas day. Grant that 
His peace, that peace of which the angels sang 
may prevail among all the peoples of the earth 
and may good will increasingly be among men. 

During this Christmas day, our Father, be 
Thou ever near us. Make for us thy Christmas 
to extend throughout the year in joy and peace 
and in the spirit of Him who came on the first 
Christmas day, and receive us all into that 
eternal Christmastide when Thou art done 
with us here on earth. These things we ask 
in His name.—R. 


THE PASTOR’S PRAYER 


Most gracious God, we covet Thine all-seeing 
eye, that we might follow sympathetically our 
people on their various journeys and their 
arduous tasks; we covet Thine all-knowing 
mind, that we might divine their sore perplex- 
ities, their hidden sorrows and their secret 
dangers; we covet Thine Infinite Person, that 
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we might spend and be spent to satisfy the 
needs of our people. But forever lacking these, 
by Thine own good providence, O Lord, wilt 
Thou give to us that complete self-effacement 
by which every stone of selfishness is pulver- 
ized that we may become the trustworthy me- 
dium for the revelation of Thy holy will to 
these, our people, as they worship before Thee 
and as we go in and out among them. Amen. 
—Rev. Chas. S. Bream. 


LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY 
Luke 11:1 

O Thou great Teacher, we come to Thee, like 
the first disciples, conscious of our spiritual 
ignorance. We need enlightenment. We cannot 
help praying and yet we know not how to pray. 
In our best moments we believe that more things 
are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of, 
but at other times the heavens above us seem 
brass and for our prayers there seems to be no 
listening ear. Too often, when we pray our 
thoughts are self-centered, and we forget the 
needs of others as we draw near to the throne of 
grace. Master, we thank Thee, not only for such 
words about prayer as no one else ever spoke, but 
we thank Thee for Thy example of prayer in the 
dawn of morning and at the close of day, in soli- 
tude and amid the throng. Before the choosing 
of the Twelve, at the grave of Lazarus and in the 
garden Thou didst pray. Thou didst pray for 
Peter in his need, and looking far down the cor- 
ridors of time, Thou didst pray for all those who 
should believe in the Father’s love. Lord, teach 
us to pray. Amen.— Rev. J. Elmer Russell, D.D. 


FOR COURAGE 

Be strong, and of good courage; be not af- 
frighted, neither be thou dismayed; for the Lord, 
Thy God, is with thee. Joshua 1:9. 

Almighty God, we confess that often we are 
faint-hearted and afraid. We tremble before dif- 
ficulties and dangers which we see in the way 
ahead. The possibility of failure haunts us even 
in tasks to which we feel we have been called by 
Thy Providence. Financial anxieties and anxie- 
ties about health and old age disturb us. From 
all of these fears set us free, we pray Thee. In all 
of the circumstances of life may we be of good 
courage, knowing that Thou art with us and that 
no real evil can get at us when we are seeking to 
do Thy will. Assure us that while we may not 
accomplish all that we desire, or all that others 
may expect of us, that we can accomplish the 
work which Thou hast given us to do. When 
hours of distrust bring worry and dread restore 
unto us the calmness and high courage which is 
the portion of those who feel that they are fellow- 
workers with Him who will not fail nor be dis- 
couraged. Amen.— Rev. J. Elmer Russell, D.D. 


FOR A LOVE OF TRUTH 
I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye 
cannot bear them now. Howbeit when He, the 
Spirit of Truth, is come, he shall guide you into 
all the truth. John 16:12-13. 
We thank Thee, O God, that our Master is 
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truth and the way to Truth by His Spirit. We 
thank Thee for the deeper meanings of truth 
which have come to us as Christians as the years 
have gone by, and we believe there is a yet larger 
acquaintance with truth before us which we are 
not now able to grasp. Keep us from being 
harsh and censorious toward those who have not 
yet seen the truth which has become clear to us. 
Keep us also from an intolerant attitude toward 
those who claim by divine guidance to have 
reached points of view from which we shrink 
back. May a truth-loving spirit so fill our hearts 
that we shall be ready to clasp hands in friendliness 
with all those who have yielded themselves to 
the Spirit of Truth, however far along the way 
they may be, at daybreak or at mid-morning. 
Keep us from contentment with the truth which 
is ours, but ever in swift pursuit may we follow 
the Gleam. Amen.— Rev. J. Elmer Russell, D.D. 


MANIFOLD MERCIES 

We thank Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, for Thy manifold mercies to us who live 
in the shadow of death. Above all, we bless and 
praise Thy holy Name, for Thy love in the Re- 
demption of the world by our Lord Jesus, for the 
means of grace, and for the hope of glory. For 
this we hope to sing Thy praise through all 
eternity. Help us to begin the song now, in the 
house of our pilgrimage. Great and marvellous 
are Thy works, O Lord: just and true are Thy 
ways, Thou King of saints. Who shall not fear 
Thee, O Lord, and glorify Thy Name? And with 
all the company of heaven, we magnify Thy 
glorious Name. Thou doest according to Thy 
will, in heaven and among the inhabitants of 
the earth. Thou hast hid the mysteries of Thy 
Kingdom from the wise and prudent, and hast 
revealed them unto babes. Even so, Father, it 
seemed good in Thy sight. Thou hast laid help 
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upon One that is Mighty. Thou hast delivered all 
things into the hands of Thine Own Son, our 
Saviour Lord. Mercifully grant that, by the 
heavenly inspiration of Thy Holy Spirit, we may 
perfectly know Him to be the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life. Give us the Spirit of Thy wisdom 
and revelation in the knowledge of Christ. May 
we see His glory, and receive out of His fulness 
grace for grace. Amen.— Rev. Joseph Clare, Ph.D. 


ONENESS WITH GOD 

Almighty God, who hast knit together Thine 
elect in one communion and fellowship, in the 
mystical body of Thy Son Christ our Lord; 
Grant us Thy grace so to follow in the foot- 
steps of Thy servants in all virtuous and godly 
living, that we may come to realize the joys of 
the Christian life which Thou bestowest on all 
who ask. Make us one in the unity of spiritual 
things that makes us conscious of the oneness of 
God. Help us to. realize that what our thoughts 
lay hold of, we possess. All that man knows of 
Thee, man must become. That the God of 
heaven will no longer be apart from man; but 
will be unified and at one with God, inter-related 
and insepzrate. Help us to know that Thy life 
is our life. And realizing this, we cannot lack 
life. But life will be full and deathless in the con- 
sciousness that God is in us the all-sufficient and 
never-ending life. That the substance of our 
very existence is the substance of God. That this 
oneness with God brings with it an invitation to 
a larger and fuller life of service. That out of 
this consciousness we shall show forth the mani- 
festation of God in our lives, and through Thy 
servants channels of blessing might flow, into 
the need of the world. Help us to live near unto 
Thee in truth, faith and humility from day to 
day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.— 
Rev. Joseph Clare, Ph.D. 


Illustration Department 


A Sermon Without Illustrations is Like a House Without Windows 


Pearls for Preachers 
WILLIAM J. HART, D. D. 


TO THE CHRIST CHILD 
Isa. 9:6. “For unto us a child is born.” 
Dear Baby Christ within the manger hay, 
I'd like to come to you on Christmas Day. 
I’m just a little girl, but maybe size 
Won’t matter by your cradle. Are your eyes 
Quite blue like mine, or are they deep, dark 
brown? 
And would you wink them when my head 
stooped down, 
And double up your little fists and smile? 
Perhaps they’d let me watch a little while; 
I would be very still; I’d keep you warm, 


And guard you till you slept, safe from all 
harm— 

(If I were ’way out there in Bethlehem) 

While your Mother Mary talked to them 

(Those. Three Wise Men), the way I do at 
home 

With little brother when grown callers come. 

—Ellen Hovey Davis. 


KINDNESS EXEMPLIFIED 
Eph. 4:32. “And be ye kind one to another, 
tender-hearted.” 
“Let us be kind one to another,” Ian Mac- 


December, 1927 


laren used to say, “for most of us are fighting 
a hard battle.” And years afterwards, when 
I succeeded him in a charge I found how 
bonnily he had lived out his dictum; heard 
nothing of his sermons, though he was a 
mighty preacher; but, whenever there had been 
a bairnie ill in his time, twenty years after 
they remembered in those homes the man who 
spent long hours pouring out wonderful stories 
to hot restless little folk, too ill to look at pic- 
tures, sick of all their toys, or peevish and 
fretted by their crumby beds. We all must see 
to it that we adopt views that will hearten, not 
discourage, those about us.”—“F'rom the Edge 
of the Crowd,” Gossip. 


GOD IS EVERYWHERE 

Prov. 15:3. ‘The eyes of the Lord are in 
every place.” 

Sir H. Rider Haggard in The Days of My 
Life relates that his father told a faithful ser- 
vant to give the son his watch. Sir Rider 
stated that he had kept the same, “still mark- 
ing the hour at which it ran down under his 
(father’s) pillow on that night.” Impressive 
were the last words spoken almost as the 
father expired: 

“God is everywhere! 
he not?” 


LOVE IS CONQUEROR 

II Cor. 5:14. “For the love of Christ con- 
straineth us.” 

“T have watched your work with the deepest 
and most heartfelt sympathy and admiration, 
and I only wish that I personally was compe- 
tent to do it,’ said Prime Minister Stanley 
Baldwin in an address to the Church Army, in 
1925. He then added these striking words: 
“You look in the most unlikely places for that 
spark of the Divine which exists in every 
human soul. You search until you find it, and 
then you blow on it with the spirit of love till 
you have blown it into a flame, however 
feeble; and so you have one more to testify to 
the eternal truth that love alone in this world 
is the conqueror, and that by love alone can the 
nations be brought into the paths of peace, and 
that to pursue and attain love is the one thing 
“needful.” 


He is in this room, is 


ROSES OR THORNS? 
Phil. 4:8. ‘Whatsoever things are lovely, 
. . . think on these things.” 

This allegory was told in a letter from 
Brooklyn: 

“Two men were once sent out by a great 
king was was something of a philosopher. 
The one man was sent out to gather roses, the 
other to gather thorns. Each received a bas- 
ket, and the one was told to gather all of the 
roses and the other all the thorns that he could 
find. 

“When they returned, the king said to the 
one who had been sent to gather thorns— 

“ ‘Well done—I see that your basket is filled 
with thorns! But where are the roses?’ 
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“The man who had been sent to gather 
thorns was bewildered. 

“Sir,” he said, ‘I saw no roses!’ 

“The king turned to the other man. 

“‘And you,’ he said, ‘your basket is filled 
with roses, but have you no thorns?’ 

“<‘Sir,” he answered, ‘I saw no thorns!’ ”— 
Mrs. H. J. V. in The Christian Herald. 


HIS HEART’S DELIGHT 

Mark 1:34. ‘And he healed many that were 
sick.” 

Confessing that he finds any service to the 
humblest of humanity to be service for Christ, 
and therefore a legitimate reason for joy, Dr. 
W. T. Grenfell has said in “What Life Means 
to Me”: 

“For my own help, I always keep pasted up 
in my surgery, where sometimes the continu- 
ous stream of patients coming to see the doctor 
calls for more sympathy than I have to give, 
and is apt to make one irritable and useless 
because unsympathetic, these old words: 

He did kind things so kindly— 
It seemed His heart’s delight 

To make poor people happy. 
From morning until night. 

“Any time I happen to look up, it is a clarion 
call to me, that if I would find joy, the real 
way is His way.” 


THE SECRET PLACE 

Matt. 6:6. “And when thou hast shut thy 
door, pray to thy Father which is in secret.” 
When I shake off the outer things 

That, thronging, drag me fifty ways— 
The busy needs, the little stings 

That hum about my usual days— 
I come into a secret place 
And meet my true self face to face. 


Quiet removal from the press, 

A breathing-room wherein the soul 
Knows love and love’s own tenderness, 

And in a dream descries the goal; 
There wholesome thoughts and sweet confer, 
Like garments laid in lavender. 


Anew I feel that I belong— 
Alien and outcast though I be— 
To the great Spirit whose far song 
Makes an ineffable harmony; 
And, with a rhythm in my feet, 
I fare me forth my fate to greet. 
—Richard Burton in The Outlook. 


QUICK RETRIBUTION 

Numbers 32:23. ‘Be sure your sin will find 
you out.” 

It is not often that one learns of as curious 
an instance as that reported from Philadelphia. 

A bank watchman succeeded in getting away 
with $40,000 of the bank’s money and negotia- 
ble securities. But in the taxicab in which he 
was making his escape, he died from a heart at- 
tack, and the loot was found intact. 

Punishment came quick, sure and terrible.— 
A newspaper editorial. 
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THE TORN HANDKERCHIEF 

Prov. 14:10. “The heart knoweth its own 
bitterness.” 

President Gleen Frank, in a newspaper arti- 
ele on The Torn Handkerchief, relates the fol- 
lowing: 

A poignant little story has just come to me. 

An American diplomat, stationed at one of 
the social and political centers of Europe, paid 
a call of condolence to a distinguished family 
that had just been tragically bereft of an only 
gon. The bereaved mother was unable to re- 
ceive the Americans that day. But shortly 
afterwards she returned the call. She thanked 
the Americans for their sympathetic concern. 
She spoke with exquisite tenderness of her dead 
son, recounting treasured memories of his 
childhood, but she betrayed little emotion. Now 
and then a smile played on her face. 

“How could she smile?” said the diplomat’s 
wife, as the woman stepped into her carriage. 
“She spoke of her son with so little emotion.” 

But glancing inadvertently at the floor, the 
diplomat’s wife saw strewn bits of a fragile 
fabric. 

While the grief-stricken mother was smiling 
bravely, she had torn her handkerchief into 
shreds. 

We cannot know the grave concern a smile 
may mask. 


CRUEL GOSSIP 


Psa. 34:13. “Keep thy tongue from evil, 
and thy lips from speaking guile.” 


Writing on The Health of the Presidents in 
The Ladies’ Home Journal, Rear Admiral Cary 
T. Grayson related the following incident: 


A pathetic example of the way in which 
libelous stories persist and wound was in the 
ease of Ruth Cleveland. She was the first 
baby born at the White House and naturally 
the center of general interest, particularly as 
her father was a man of unusual force and her 
mother a woman of rare grace and charm. 
Visitors to the capital were eager for an oppor- 
tunity to see the White House baby. Some of 
the more intrepid spirits even sought to acquire 
a brief notoriety by reporting that they had 
kissed little Ruth. Not wishing to give offense 
to the public, but objecting seriously to having 
the child kissed by any and everybody, the 
President directed that the grounds to the 
south of the White House be closed to the pub- 
lic. By way of return for this considerate way 
of meeting the situation, a report gained cir- 
culation that the Cleveland baby was being 
relegated to the remotest and darkest corner of 
the lot because she was a deaf mute. 


Stories of Ruth’s abnormality followed her 
to Princeton and persisted to the end of her 
life. Princeton people recall that in her life- 
time they would frequently be asked about that 
“poor afflicted child.” When they would reply 
that she was a little girl of unusual intelligence 
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and charm, they would be met with incredulity. 

The full pathos of this was summed up in a 
simple remark by Mr. Cleveland following her 
death by diphetheria. Almost heartbroken by 
the loss of Ruth, the day after she had been 
buried in the Princeton Cemetery, he said, 
“However, it may be all for the best, for if 
she had lived these stories would have followed 
her to the end.” 


DIGGING DEEP 

Deut. 8:9. ‘And out of whose hills thou 
mayest dig brass.” 

I remember an old man who had two sons. 
He owned a poor farm which he patiently and 
unsucessfully worked for years. When he 
died the brothers hoped to be able to make both 
ends meet by their renewed zeal, so they began 
digging deep in the ground, that the earth 
might be better fertilized. One day one of 
them turned up a yellow rock. It was gold and 
in a short time they were millionaires. This is 
like the life of the Christian. The man who 
derives a real benefit from his religion must 
put a real effort of his own into it, not merely 
content to get what he can on the surface.— 
Dr. J. A. Francis. 


AWAITING ORDERS FROM HIS 
COMMANDER 


Ecc. 12:5. “Man goeth to his long home.” 

In Fifty Years of British Parliament, by the 
Earl of Oxford and Asquith, a short chapter 
is devoted to the election of 1892. It was a 
time of great conflict, and Gladstone’s majori- 
ty had been greatly reduced in the election. 
Said the author: “He (Gladstone) had, in- 
deed, other causes of depression which might 
well have daunted a man of smaller stature and 
less unquenchable courage. His deafness was 
growing steadily, and, as he told Mr. Morley, 
he was apprehensive of cataract in one eye and 
of specks in the other. ‘The doors of the 
senses,’ he said in words which have a terribly 
pathetic ring, ‘are gradually closing.’ But he 
was as convinced as ever that it was not for 
him (in Cicero’s fine phrase) ‘injussu Imepra- 
toris id est Dei, a statione discedere’ (without 
an order from his Commander, God Himself, 
to quit his post). 

“So he determined to fight on—until that 
missive of discharge should come.” 


The Test 
REV. W. P. WILKS 


One of the most interesting published inci- 
dents in the post-Resurrection ministry of 
Jesus is found in the latter half of the last 
chapter of John’s Gospel. Seven of the dis- 
ciples had spent a luckless night in fishing. 
After dawn the unrecognized Jesus stood on 
the shore and directed the casting of the nets 
so that a full catch was taken. The keen per- 
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ception of John was first to recognize the 
Speaker, while impulsive Simon reached him 
ahead of the vessel. They sat down to a meal 
all ready against their arrival, without even 
bothering to ask from whence it came. It was 
at the close of this meal that Jesus put that 
searching question to Simon Peter, “Lovest 
thou me?” until Simon’s heart was almost 
broken by its repetition. 
* * * 


The Lover’s Language 


Surely the language in which the conversa- 
tion was carried on was intended for lovers. 
In English we have just the one word, “love,” 
which is both noun and verb. Quite different 
was it in Greek. There are no less than eight 
major words for the noun and five for the verb. 
These were compounded and varied until the 
words meaning love constituted almost a vocab- 
ulary within themselves. But the poor transla- 
tor must use just the one English word. 


* * & 


Saying It Differently 


Commentators try to tell us about the dif- 
ferent meaning of the word used in Simon’s 
answer from that in the question of Jesus, but 
about all any of them know is that Jesus and 
Simon used different words, though translated 
alike into our language. The main difference 
seems to lie in the intimacy or the intensity of 
the expression. It is about this way: A man 
declares his love to a maid and asks in return 
the kind of love that results in life-union. Her 
answer is, “I love you; but not enough to 
marry you: I’ll be a sister to you.” But he is 
not seeking a sister, hence the unsatisfactory 
nature of such reply. Jesus was asking for a 
love of the whole heart, mind, and strength, one 
that creates an indissoluble union. Simon can- 
not go quite that far, but still wishes to let 
Jesus know that he does love Him, though in 
the Simon-way. Jesus uses His word in the 
second question—and Simon sticks to his own 
word in the answer. 

* * * 


Why Peter Was Grieved 


Not until the question was put the third time 
did it strike deep enough into the soul of 
Simon to make him weep. And he wept not 
because the question was asked three times, but 
on account of the word Jesus used this time; 
for it was the Simon-word. It seemed to ques- 
tion Simon’s sincerity in even the kind of 
declaration he had been making. It was as 
much as to say, “All right, Simon, you are un- 
willing to declare the kind of love for which I 
am asking; you will not step up to the level of 
my questioning; but really, after all, do you 
love me like you have been saying you do?” 
And this made Simon so sad that for once he 
did not blurt out the first words that came to 
his impulsive lips. He looked deep into his own 
once denying but since deeply repenting and 
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now intensely loving heart then cried out, 
“Tord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest 
that I love thee;” still using his same word. 


ae et 


Spelling It Out 


The modern advertiser, alert to every oppor- 
tunity for publicity that pays, is making use 
of the aeroplane in attracting the attention of 
the people. The expert flyer is employed to 
manipulate his plane as to form the letters of 
the name of some product. Thus is the word 
spelled out in the skies. 


Jesus sought more than a mere declaration 
of love on the part of Simon. He asked him to 
spell it out in service. To every declaration of 
love made came a challenge to make it known 
by shepherding His sheep or looking after the 
lambs—prospective sheep. “Spell your love 
for Me in loving acts towards Mine.” 


Ee Kee 


The Loveometer 


Sometimes we hear the wish (or make it) 
that the wisher might have been living in the 
world to which Jesus came, so as to have had 
the dear privilege of showing to Him the love 
felt in the heart for such a Savior. We think 
our love would have stood the test where even 
Simon’s failed! But Jesus gave Simon, and us, 
another measuring rod. Fullness of love is to 
be judged not by what we tell Him but by what 
we do for His. 


How difficult it would be to figure out the 
speed of an automobile by measuring the tread 
of the tire, counting the revolutions, and keep- 
ing an accurate record of the time. And every 
time we wished to know our speed we would 
have it all to do over. But the manufacturer 
has placed on the dash a little instrument to 
keep us informed of our rate of travel. We 
simply consult the speedometer. When we 
would find out how fast our love travels 
towards Him, He tells us to look at the 
Loveometer. How do you serve? That is the 
gauge of your love to the Lord. 


* * * 


The Way to Weigh Words 


Simon was a fisherman. He was just in 
from a fishing party. And a fisherman’s 
tongue sometimes tangles up the truth. A 
fisherman of my acquaintance says he learned 
long ago that a fisherman fares much better 
by guessing at the size of his big catch than to 
weigh it. A Simon-kind of man (and we are 
all of his family), when using words, is apt 
to do too much guess-work. It is easy to say, 
“T love Thee,” in such a way as to make it 
sound big. But Jesus puts into our hands 
the scales of truth. Weigh your words, Simon. 
“Tovest thou me? Feed my lambs * * * look 
after my sheep.” 
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Sermon Stories 
WILLIAM J. HART, D. D. 


HE WOULD HAVE HELPED 


Matt. 25:40. ‘Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me.” 

Little Robbie had just been presented with 
a new Testament. One evening he read, for 
the first time, “The Son of man hath not where 
to lay his head.” 

His heart was touched, and he burst into 
tears. “O, mamma,” he cried, “how I wish I 
had been there. I would have given Him my 
little pillow!” 

It was a loving thought for a little boy to 
have and he learned that even now he can give 
to Him by helping the poor and needy.—_The 
Christian Advocate. 


THE MYSTERY OF THE APPLE 

Prov. 22:6. “Train up a child in the way he 
should go.” 

A writer in The Sunday School Times told of 
seeing on the mantelpiece of his grandmother’s 
parlor an apple in a vial, entirely filling the 
body of the bottle. “How could it have gotten 
there?” was constantly my childish wonder. I 
climbed a chair to see if the bottom would 
unscrew, or if there had been a joint through 
the length of the vial. But neither of these 
proved to be the case, and the apple remained 
to me a mystery. One day, walking in the 
garden, I saw it all. There on a tree, in the 
garden, was a vial tied, and within it a tiny 
apple growing. The apple was put into the 
bottle while it was little, and it grew there.” 


TWO GOOD SCOUTS 


Daniel 1:17. ‘Knowledge and skill in all 
learning and wisdom.” 

Under the title Not Fiction, but Fact, the 
_ Youth’s Companion recorded the following in 
the summer of 1927: 

Seven or eight years ago a brother and a 
sister, Ross and Mary McIntyre, became inter- 
ested in the work of the scouts. He became a 
tenderfoot in the Boy Scouts, and she entered 
the lowest rank in the Girl Scouts. Both were 
in school, and each had a considerable amount 
of home study to do. Both, moreover, were 
fond of athletic sports and prominent in them. 
He beeame a star hockey player; she was a 
leader in basketball; yet neither shirked or 
slighted the work of the scout troop. They 
were regular in their attendance, and they 
took the scout oath seriously. 

In a little while they began to advance. One 
rank after another pinned its insignia on them, 
and merit badges began to decorate their uni- 
forms. Some of their friends smiled at their 
assiduity. “All very well,” they said, “but 
what does it amount to? It doesn’t get you 
anything.” Nevertheless Ross and Mary stuck 
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to their troops until he became an Eagle Scout 
and she a Golden Eaglet, the highest rank that 
either could attain. 

It would have been easy and perhaps natural 
to quit then, but, though both had entered col- 
lege, neither did quit. He kept in touch with 
his old troop, served as substitute scoutmaster 
whenever opportunity offered and did what he 
could to pass on to younger members the train- 
ing that scouting had given him. She extende¢ 
her interest first to her district council and 
then to the state and in the summer took a 
course at the state training camp for scout 
leaders. 

And now let us see what it “got them.” For 
the last two years that he was in high school 
and the two years that he has been in college, 
Ross McIntrye has had a summer job.as coun- 
cilor in a boys’ camp in Maine, where he has 
had his keep and one hundred dollars in cash 
for the season. Mary, his sister, who is younger 
and has just finished her freshman year in col- 
lege, was looking about for something to do this 
summer when she received a request to call 
upon a woman who lives in the best residential 
part of her city. “I wonder,” said the woman, 
“if you would be willing to go down to our 
summer home and act as companion to our two 
children during the month of July. We cannot 
go this year till August, and I want some one 
to be with them who will be both companion 
and governess and can interest and keep them 
interested in outdoor life.” 

“But,” said Mary, “you don’t know anything 
about me! You haven’t asked for any refer- 
ences.” 

“IT know a great deal about you, my dear. I 
have looked up your record.” 

And so little sister is to have a month at the 
shore, with cars to ride in and servants to wait 
on her and a very pretty check at the end of it. 

Sometimes the things that seem least likely 
to “get you anything,” are the things that get 
you the most. 


POSSIBILITIES IN ORDINARY THINGS 


Exodus 4:2. ‘What is that in thine hand?” 

Some time ago William Walcott, the cele- 
brated English artist, came over to New York 
and spent a week studying the famous skyline 
and the wonderful buildings for which this 
great city is justly famous. At the end of 
that time he looked about for some paper on 
which to record his impressions. An office boy, 
not knowing what he wanted paper for, handed 
him several sheets of brown wrapping paper 
with the remark: ‘Here is some ordinary 
wrapping paper, if you can use that.” The 
great man took the paper and said to the boy: 
‘Nothing is ordinary if you know how to use 
ite” 

On these two sheets of paper he made etch- 
ings not of the skyline or the beautiful parks 
or the cathedral or the skyscrapers, but of the 
street. Nothing rose higher than the second 


December, 1927 


story, just the every-day ebb and flow of traffic 
on Broadway, but done by the hand of an 
artist. One of these he sold for a thousand 
dollars, and the other for five thousand—ordi- 
nary wrapping paper enriched by the genius 
of one who could see beauty and possibilities in 
the commonplace.—Hilda Richmond. 


THE ABILITY TO DO 


Eccles. 9:10. ‘‘Whatsoever thy hand findeth 
to do, do it with thy might.” 


A rather interesting story is told of the late 
Dr. H. C. Tinkham, Dean of the College of 
Medicine at the University of Vermont, and 
considered one of the foremost surgeons in his 
State. After sewing up a wound following a 
critical surgical operation, another eminent 
surgeon standing near remarked upon the skill 
with which it was done. Dean Tinkham, a 
man of most genial personality, may well be 
imagined to have smiled as he replied: “My 
mother taught me to sew when I was a boy. 
She made me sew a certain amount each day. 
I learned to sew then and haven’t forgotten 
how.” 

. .. Dean Tinkham, sewing as a boy under 
the tutelage of his mother in the old farm 
home, probably had no idea that at a later day 
his skill with the needle and silk would be of 
service in a life-and-death crisis—The Target. 


FRIENDSHIP WHICH RESULTED IN EVIL 


Zech. 13:6. ‘I was wounded in the house of 
my friends.” 


In a recently published book by Arthur Mee 
this is written of the career of Burns: 

“The great poet had a pure mind as a boy, 
and was distressed by the conduct of men he 
saw about him. A merry boy was one of them, 
a sailor lad whose life at sea had made him 
wild and free, and Robert Burns was drawn 
to him by what he thought his fine spirit of 
chivalry and independence. 

“They spent much time together and the poet 
was captivated by his friend, but he found, too 
late, that the irregular life of a wild sailor boy 
was not the manner of life for him. He paid 
dearly for a bright companion, and there is a 
letter from Robert Burns in which he sadly 
deplores the influence of his friend in leading 
him astray. 

“ ‘Fis friendship did me a mischief,’ the poe 
wrote, and he recalled, as one of the first steps 
in his downward career, the loose talk of his 
companion about matters which Burns had re- 
garded with horror. He found himself regard- 
ing them with horror less and less, and in the 
end he found pleasure in that which would once 
have given him pain.”—Young People’s Weekly. 


WHY HE HAD HIS KNIFE 


Job 20:2. ‘Therefore do my thoughts cause 
me to answer.” 
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Have you heard the story of the office-boy 
who was asked by his employer whether he had 
a knife. “I left mine in my other suit,” he 
added. The boy replied promptly by drawing 
his knife from his pocket, opening the blade, 
and presenting the implement to his elder. 
“Sir,” asked the employer, “how does it happen 
that you are the only person around this office 
that has a knife?” The lad looked at his ques- 
tioner, with whom he was alone in the room, 
and replied, “I suppose, sir, because I happen 
to be the only one in this office whose income 
does not support more than one pair of trou- 
sers.” If that lad did not receive an advance, 
his employer lacked imagination—Dr. D. A. 
Poling in the Christian Endeavor World. 


THE SHEPHERDESS 


Psa. 119:113. “I hate vain thoughts: but 
thy law do I love.” 


A lovely English lady, whose name was 
Alice Meynell, wrote a lovely poem. It was 
just a few beautiful lines. She called this 
poem The Shepherdess. 


Now, this shepherdess was not, as you might 
suppose, a keeper of sheep, but a keeper of 
thoughts. No shepherd ever guarded his flock 
with more love or care than did this little lady 
shepherdess her thoughts. 


She kept them pure and clean and white. 
She watched them in the days and in the hours 
of star time. Sometimes her flock of thoughts 
ran to very dangerous and steep places. Some- 
times they slipped off to deep and quiet val- 
leys or roamed to shady nooks. Again they 
ran and danced and leaped in the moonlight, 
just for joy. 

If you do not already know the poem I 
know you will want to, so here it is: 


THE SHEPHERDESS 


She walks—the lady of my delight— 
A shepherdess of sheep. 

Her flocks are thoughts. She keeps them white; 
She guards them from the steep; 

She feeds them on the fragrant height, 
And folds them in for sleep. 


She roams maternal hills and bright, 
Dark valleys safe and deep. 

Into that tender breast at night 
The chastest stars may peep. 

She walks—the lady of my delight— 
A shepherdess of sheep. 


She holds her little thoughts in sight, 
Though gay they run and leap. 
She is so circumspect and right 
She has her soul to keep. 
She walks—the lady of my delight— 
A shepherdess of sheep. 
—The Portal. 
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A BOY’S CREED 
I believe in the fellow who lives on the square, 
Who plays the game straight and tries’ to be 
fair, 
Who keeps himself clean in body and mind, 
Who does a good turn and seeks to be kind; 
I strive to be like that as much as I can. 
For Jesus, I think, was that kind of a man. 
—Selected. 

A SUNDAY SCHOOL “DOLLAR DAY” 

The Church Council and the official board of 
the Sunday School have both unanimously ap- 
proved the plan to have a Dollar Day in Sun- 
day School, Sunday. 

We ask every member of the school and of 
the church to bring a dollar to the offering 
that day if possible. We ask our friends to 
send their dollar. In families where they can- 
not each bring a dollar, perhaps they can pool 
their funds and make up a dollar. If you can- 
not be here bring or send the dollar the Sunday 
before or the Sunday following. 

The fund will be used to purchase much 
needed new hymnal’ for the church and more 
little chairs for our growing Children’s Divi- 
sion of the Sunday School. Mr. John McKib- 
ben, of Middlebury, Indiana, has already sent 
$5.00 for this great day. Let’s make it a real 
success!—Grace Lutheran Church, Casper, 
Wyo. 


Once upon a time, there was a mother who 
had some boys and girls of her own. These 
children were just ordinary humans and they 


got cross and mad at each other quite often 


and yelled loud and long when they were not 
pleased. Then the mother would open the back 
sereen door and call to them, “Sing it, sing it.” 
Often the song began, “You cheated, you 
cheated,” or “I hate you, I hate you.” But 
their song brought laughter and smiles so 
quickly that it became a family proverb, “Never 
say what you cannot sing.”—The Guide Post, 
Birmingham, Ala. 


WIDE-AWAKE COMRADES 
Prof. G. Frank Burns, D. D. 
(Instructions and First Degree published in 
preceding issues.) 
Second Degree: -The Court of Love. 
Requirements: 
1. Attend one service on Sunday. 
_ 2, Learn the 23rd Psalm. 
83. Give the books of the New Testament in 
order. 


4, Read some part of the Bible each day. 
5. Name and indicate ten different kinds of 


trees. 

6. Name and indicate five different kinds of 
birds. 

7. Do chores at home. 

Initiation: (Candidate is brought by the 


Guard to entrance door, with blindfold on, and 
Guard knocks twice.) 

Doorkeeper: “Who goes there?” 

Guard: “A candidate who desires to enter 
the mysteries of the Court of Love. He has 
successfully passed through the Court of 
Friendship.” 

Grand Friend: 
desires to enter?” 

Doorkeeper: ‘What sign does he have?” 

Guard: “The sign of love for God and for 
others.” ; 

Doorkeeper (to Grand Friend) : 
of love for God and for others.” 

Grand Friend: ‘“He may enter.” 
keeper notifies the Guard.) 


Grand Friend: (To candidate, when he is 
once within): “Repeat after me the following: 
I promise not to reveal any of the secrets 
given me in this degree. It is my desire to 
learn the lesson ‘love’ that I may teach it to 
others. I shall not speak any word that will 
harm any one in my life.” 

Guard: ‘We must hasten on our way, for it 
is growing dark, and we must reach Jericho 
to-night, for we have important business await- 
ing us there. We have a long journey and 
must pass thru a dangerous place in the road 
where robbers are plentiful. We must ever be 
alert. O, I am so tired, let us rest here in this 
quiet spot near the roadside. (Candidate sits 
down to rest and while sitting there robbers 
come and take all of his money and beat him. 
During the procedure, the Guard must be stag- 
gering about crying out, as if in pain.) 

Guard: “Help, I am dying—some one come 
and help me, for I am weak and suffering—oh, 
help me.” ; 

A Levite passing by—Guard still speaking: 
“Here comes a Levite—he will help me. Help, 
help—he stops, he is coming—No, he goes on 
his way—oh, help!” 

A Priest passing by—Guard still speaking: 
“Here comes a Priest—He is a man of God— 
he will surely stop to give me assistance. Help, 
help me, O man of God—he, too, is passing by 
on the other side—Oh, help me!” 

A Good Samaritan passing by—Guard speak- 


“What sign has he that he 


“The sign 


(Door- 
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ing: “There is that hated Samaritan—I know 


he will not help me-—Lo, he stops, he is coming 


to me—Oh, help!” (The Samaritan stops and 


“pours in oil and wine, dresses his wounds, and 


puts him on a chair, and drags him to a sup- 
posed inn.) 

Good Samaritan, after knocking: ‘Here is a 
wounded boy; take good care of him; take this 
money and when I return, I shall give you 
more. I belong to the Wide-awake Comrades, 
and I want to do my part.” (With this parting 
word he goes his way.) 

The Innkeeper, telephoning for the doctor: 
“Hello, Central, give me 427-M. Is that you, 


doctor? We have a mighty sick boy here with 


us. He has been injured by robbers and I want 
you to come right away.” 


The Doctor, at other end of line: “All right, 


- Tl be there at once.” 


Doctor, after arriving: “Well, well, any 
bones broken? (Feels all over his body.) Take 


_this treatment I am leaving you, my boy, and 
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in a few days you will be perfectly all right 


and well. If anything develops (to inkeeper), 
call me.” 
Guard: (After ten days in the hospital) : 


“Now we have been here for ten days and you 
seem to be feeeling fine. I found out that the 
Doctor belongs to the Wide-awake Comrades, 
and he would not charge you a cent. You will 
go home to-day grateful for the treatment he 
has given you.” 

Grand Friend: “My friend, you have passed 
through this degree to learn the lesson of love. 
As the Good Samaritan helped you in your 
trouble, go and do likewise to others. Jesus 
came that we might learn to help others.” 

Password: L-O-V-E (letter by letter.) 

Salute: Letter L formed by index finger 
and thumb. 

Grip: Grip with first two fingers and 
thumb. : 

(Details of third degree will follow in Jan- 
uary issue.) 


The Pastor and the Children’s Sermon 
Rev. Richard K. Morton 


Children’s sermons are always an important 
and eagerly awaited feature in any church 
which employs them properly. The minister, 
however, unless he is a born story-teller, often 
finds it difficult, because of so many other 
pressing duties and things to think about, to 
collect suitable material for effective children’s 
sermons. For what they are worth I want to 
suggest a few ideas which might be expanded, 
in one’s way, into sermons of this nature. 

1. The Spider’s Thread. Astronomical and 


- surveying instruments require for their use a 
very fine thread to stretch across the lenses. 
- The humble spider, busy spinning away at his 
loom, must be sought. 


The tiny gossamer 
thread, because of its supremely important 
service, has a great value and a great power. 
Sometimes the contributions of little people are 
just what is wanted for some great service. 

2. Writing in the Sky. A new wireless trans- 
mitting instrument is said to make it possible 


for us to place any kind of writing, picture, 


diagram, or document upon a cylinder con- 
nected to certain technical devices and have it 


_ at once sent through the sky, just exactly as it 


- is, to be reproduced faithfully upon a similar 


- wrong, 


cylinder attached to a receiving instrument. 


-_ We are constantly sending out messages to 
_ others—smiles, 


little thoughtful acts, ete. 
When we are ready to perform some service to 


- others let us try to make it as perfect as possi- 


ble, for remember that this instrument will 
transmit only what you supply it for sending. 
It cannot make your message any better; if 
you send out something mean, blurred, unfair, 
or unworthy, it would be written 
through the sky in all its ugliness! 

3. The Brave and Strong Cactus Plant. Most 
of us think a cactus plant is not worth much of 


anything—it is not valuable, pretty, or easy 
to handle. We want things that are more use- 
ful, dainty, graceful, and inviting. But let us 
see what the brave cactus does. It grows big 
and strong all alone out on the hot and sandy 
desert places; it spurs on the weary and thirsty 
traveler. Its roots help to keep the sand from 
blowing around quite so dangerously. It lives 
and flourishes in an unpromising place where 
almost no other plants can grow! Maybe we 
can live a fruitful life in some needy place 
where no other lives could or would want to 
grow and work. Of what use would a frail 
rose be out on the hot and sandy desert? We 
may think that some of the little people around 
us are not very attractive or capable, but per- 
haps after all they are really living helpful and 
worthy lives in difficult places and doing a serv- 
ice no one else would do. 

4. The Electric Locomotive. We like to have 
an electric locomotive drawing our train be- 
cause it is very powerful; it does not cover us 
with cinders or blur the passing landscape with 
murky smoke; it pulls smoothly and runs fast 
and sure. We need just such an influence to 
guide our lives. If we do and think the things _ 
that are great and noble our outlook upon the 
world will be clear and bright and we will 
develop rapidly into fine characters that will 
be a delight to the world. 

5. The Rose Man and His Triumph. A rose 
man once labored for nearly fifty years over 
thousands of rose plants that he might develop 
a rose that would be more lovely in blossom and 
stronger in stem. He finally succeeded in com- 
bining these two great qualities in one lovely 
rose. We, too, ought to strive to combine in 
our lives loveliness of character and strength 
of mind. The more we learn and try to obey 
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the kindly instructions of those who want us to 
grow strong and fine, the more we shall grow 
like that rose. 

6. “The House Built with Comets.” Miss 
Mary Proctor, the noted astronomer, tells us 
how Professor Barnard literally built his house 
with comets. A rich man offered a prize for 
every one discovered, and by discovering nine- 
teen Professor Barnard secured enough money 
to build his modest home. We, too, can accom- 
plish much by watching for chances to do 
kindly, helpful, and unexpected services. 


7. How Trees Reclaim Waste Land. Land 
on which there are no living plants is easily 
washed away by rivers or rains. But if trees 
are planted on it, their roots cling to the soil 
and hold it in place. There are many things in 
life which are barren and worthless if un- 
touched by human influences. We may give 
some one new life by getting into closer com- 
radeship with him. 

8. The Power That Does Not Diminish. Elec- 
trical engineers have found a way of linking 
power stations together so that the power does 
not decrease as it gets to the distant end of 
the wire. We also can find a power in our 
lives which does not decrease as we send it out 
to others. 

9. Why the Weather Man Guesses Wrong 
Sometimes. The weather man is a very capable 
man who does his best to tell us in advance 
what kind of weather we are going to have. 
People like to make fun of him when he guesses 
wrong. But he knows that the air conditions 
which cause changes in the weather are very 
hard to determine; they may act in several 
different ways. In our life, however, we do not 
need to wonder what qualities we shall find 
governing us if we follow a high and noble way 
of living. We can be sure that our lives will 
develop pure and beautiful qualities that others 
will be glad to recognize. 

10. The Wind and the Seeds. Two men 
wanted to find out, one day, how far the winds 
usually carried seeds which they blew off from 
the trees. So, on a winter’s day when the 
snow was deep, they poured several thousand 
seends onto the air from an airplane. Later, 
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they found that some seeds had been carried 
as far as 4,000 feet—nearly a mile. I wonder 
how far the influence of our lives is being car- 
ried? How far does our service for the good 
reach? 

11. Treasures in Straw. A ton of straw has 
not been regarded as worth much. But a chem- 
ist recently claimed that he had produced $250 
worth of by-products from a ton of it. Thus 
the humble, unattractive pieces of straw must 
hide many hidden values. So it is with many 
of the lives with which we come into contact. 

12. Railings. Whenever we travel or go to 
strange places, we are always kept from dan- 
gers by strong railings which guard every deep 
hole. How dangerous it would be to travel on 
a boat which had no railings! We may like to 
show our daring, and the railings may limit 
our activities somewhat, but they help to keep 
us safe and sound that we may go about our 
real work. There are different kinds of rail- 
ings, but we do well to heed their warnings 
and to thank our God who has placed them 
near the dangerous places for our guidance. 

The aim in all these brief sketches is simply 
to suggest the nucleus of an idea which may be 
expanded according to one’s own need and in- 
clinations. No pastor could wish for a greater 
reward, however, than the sincere appreciation 
of little children who have enjoyed his little 
story given for them. We do not understand 
child psychology if we think that these efforts 
of ours pass unheeded and uncomprehended. 
Ideas which may not have seemed to take effect 
at the time may linger in the child’s subcon- 
scious mind and guide thinking and acting. 
Only the other day an adolescent boy told me 
that he still remembered a pointed story I told 
him about a rabbit and a turtle. Do not feed 
children too simple intellectual and spiritual 
food; they absorb more than is at the time 
apparent. There is no sounder plan in peda- 
gogy than to start off a very young child with 
a difficult problem involving the fundamentals 
of some study. Give him a week, a month, or 
a year to solve it—but let it be his own think- 
ing, his own labor, his own victory, and he will 
find orderly, purposive thinking easier there- 
after. 


The Children’s Garden 
REV. WESLEY G. HUBER 


1. THE JOLLY HOLLY 

Of course when we say or think holly we 
think of December. And what is the great day 
of December? Christmas! Christmas is such 
a time of happiness that we generally wish 
people “A Merry Christmas.” And sometimes 
we are so gay that we think forward for an- 
other week and say, “———and a Happy New 
Year!” And so because this whole period is 
one of gayety and gladness we must have the 
Christ- 
mas would hardly be complete without seeing 


this merry little plant in our windows at home 
and at the Church and school. Hurrah for the 
holly! Thomas Haynes Bayly sings, 
“The mistletoe hung in the castle hall, 
The holly-branch shone on the old oak wall.” 
You know that there are some wonderful 
stories told about the jolly little holly and I’ll 
tell you just one. Long years ago the forest 
family heard that the tree that first recog- 
nized a king was to be made more beautiful 
than all the rest. And one day a Boy went into 
the woods and looked around and all the trees 
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trembled. They wondered whether this was 
the long expected king. But he came so often 
and was so quiet and so kind that they got used 
to the Boy and thought no more about his 
being a king. But the holly thought the Boy 
_ was a King! 

And then one day they missed him and the 
next and the next. They heard it said that this 
Boy who had grown to be a Man by now went 
everywhere telling others about the love of 
God. And then one day wicked men came and 
nailed Him to a Tree. They put over His 
head the sign: “The King of the Jews.” And 
then something happened to the holly tree! 
Between its dull and dismal leaves there ap- 
peared red berries. For the little holly had 
tried so hard to be like the little Boy who came 
into the woods in the long ago and the red 
berries came because of its royal sympathy for 
Christ. And then when the holly heard that 
Jesus was alive again its leaves and red ber- 
ries began to shine with joy. And ever since 
they have been- shining. Oh, the holly is a 
jolly little fellow because he recognized the 
King. This month of December let us try to 
see the King in His beauty and when we see 
Him we too shall shine with joy. “For we 
shall be like Him!” 


* %* 


2. STARS ABOVE AND STARS BELOW 


All of you have seen the stars at night. Have 
any of you seen them in the day? Perhaps 
when you first went skating you may have 
fallen and then perhaps you saw all kinds of 
stars. But I mean still another kind. These 
are beautiful stars and all of them are different 
and the strange part about these stars is this: 
You have been walking on them on your way 
to Church and you will have to walk on them 
after you get through Church this morning. 


What are they? The tiny little snow flakes. 
Each flake is a beautiful star. There is a man 
in Jericho, Vermont, who takes pictures of 
these snowflakes. At first he sold them to the 
schools and colleges and they were printed in 
books. But now he also sells these pictures of 
the flakes to men and women who use them for 
designs on dresses and hats. Lacemakers are 
reproducing in threads the beautiful forms of 
these snow stars. Jewelers are putting these 
designs into gold and silver. Some of these 
star forms are carefully melted and moulded 
into the wonderful art glass windows in great 
Churches while others are put into candy 
shapes for the big cakes made by the bakers 
of New York. 


Just think of it! In every snow storm there 
are millions of little snow flakes and every 
starry flake is different from all the others. 
Man can make a good many things which are 
wonderful and very beautiful but no one—not 
every your Daddy can begin to make anything 
as beautiful as the stars which have fallen 
during the past night. I want you to form ina 
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line and very quietly look into the glass to see 
if you can see the stars twinkling! (If there 
are too many children they can do this after 
they have left the auditorium for their Junior 
Church service. The glass would have to be 
near the window and the snow may have to be 
changed a number of times. The pastor ought 
to have an assistant for this. 


While some of the children are looking at the 
real snow I want to show you pictures of these 
snow stars. (Procurable in most encyclope- 
dias.) I want you to turn now to Job 38:22 
and the first one who finds it will stand up, 
please and read it. 

* * * 


3. SHINE WITHIN 


One rainy, gloomy day we were walking 
along the streets of a great city when we sud- 
denly saw a sign which preached a great ser- 
mon. It was over a boot-black shop and in 
letters that everybody could see for a long 
distance were these two words, “SHINE 
WITHIN.” The shine was to be gotten for a 
dime. 

“Shine!” That’s what we’re here for. Now, 
the Bible speaks about shining. Jesus said one 
day, “Let your light so shine before men that 
they may see your good works and glorify my 
Father Who is in Heaven.” And there is a 
beautiful verse in Proverbs 4:18. It reads like 
this: 

“But the path of the righteous is as a dawning 
light, 
That shineth more and more unto the perfect 
day!” 

There we have a picture of a light which 
grows brighter second by second, minute by 
minute and hour by hour. Be very still now 
and listen. (A pianist downstairs or in the 
distance plays “Jesus Bids Us Shine.” A clear 
voice takes up the strain and sings the first 
verse coming nearer and nearer all the time. 
This must be timed so that the soloist stops 
singing just outside the door that leads to the 
choir loft.) 

Did you hear that music getting brighter? 
Did you feel the steadily increasing glow of 
that “shine?” It’s almost here? But that isn’t 
enough is it? Where ought we to shine? I 
want you to be very quiet just now and you 
will hear. (A girl from the Junior Congrega- 
tion will sing “Sunshine in the Soul.”) 

“There’s Sunshine in my soul today, 
More glorious and bright 

Than glows in any earthly sky, 
For Jesus is my light!” 

And now I’m going to ask all who have felt 
the Light of the World shining within to sing 
the chorus. Let the older folks go back to 
childhood for the moment. 

“Oh, there’s sunshine, 

Blessed Sunshine, 
While the peaceful, happy moments roll; 
When Jesus shows His smiling face, 
There is Sunshine in my Soul!” 


/ 
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The Homiletic Year—December 


Christmas 


THE PLACE OF CHRISTMAS IN THE 
PROGRAM FOR PEACE 


“Peace on earth, good will toward men.” 
Since the angels sang this matchless sym- 
phony, there has lived in the human heart an 
“ought” to peace, and an urge to fight. It is 
unfortunate that peace and politics must be so 
closely yoked together 
in America for politics 
confuse peace by the 
“willful or witless be- 
wilderment of every 
manner of reason, prej- 
udice and _ partisan- 
ship.” 

Partisan politics has 
choked the spirit of 
peace, turned upon its 
yoked companion, be- 
coming any enemy rath- 
er than an ally. 

It is impossible in 
church or state to pray 
for peace and prepare 
for war, and have your 
prayer answered. Is it 
not time that we “right 
about face?” Preparing 
for peace means more 
than a sermon or a 
song, an anthem or an 
amen. We cannot deify 
war without disintegrating the glorious vir- 
tues and values of peace. 


Too long the church has held to the pre- 
Christian peace. Our passion for peace must 
be more than a desire that our armies be vic- 
torious—that imminent danger be pushed back 
for a moment and that the threatening dark- 
ness of the sky give way to a flickering and 
failing hope. 


gestion.—EDs. 


Certainly we have learned that the absence 
of war is not always a prophecy of peace. It 
is evident I believe, that the Peace Spirit and 
the Spirit of Good Will is more truly workable 
at the Christmas tide than at any other season 
during the year. 


If we could multiply Christmas by 365 and 
project its area of operation to all the inhab- 
itants of earth, it would transform civilization 
in a second. Since that is not possible, the 
great fraternity of preachers and teachers as- 
sume a tremendous responsibility and face a 
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The EXPOSITOR is happy to pre- 
sent as a new contributor, Dr. El- 
wood Rowsey, pastor of the Furst 
Presbyterian Church of Toledo. Dr. 
Rowsey’s church is ranked fifth 
among the Presbyterian Churches 
of the country and is now engaged a 


upon a building program which will 
give Toledo a metropolitan temple 


costing well into the millions. 
Rowsey is a man of ideas. 
Tor readers will find his contribu- 
tions rich in inspiration and sug- 


World Peace 


colossal opportunity when they essay to intro- 
duce the program of Christmas into the pro- 
motional program for peace. 


Are we to accept Christ as a dead precept or 
as a living personality? Is His message to 
have form only, or is it to have both form and 
force? 

Christmas is a season 
of prophetic idealism, 
put are we allowing this 
prophetic idealism to be 
parched and paralyzed 
before the hour of its 
full fruition? Christ- 
mas is a ringing rebuke 
to selfish living, but 
how many of us enjoy 
the extending virtues of 
continuous benevo- 

lence and service? 

If the fact of Christ- 
mas forces belief in the 
Fatherhood of God, how 
many of us affirm our 
belief by practicing 
brotherhood toward 
man? If the birth of 
Christ is a physical 
illustration of the will 
and work of God, how 

~ carefully are our tem- 
ples consecrated as me- 
diums of life’s spiritual revelations? 

The place of Christmas in the program for 
peace depends upon the individual’s attitude 
toward Christmas. May the bells of Bethle- 
hem ring in our souls at this sacred season. 
May they 

“Ring out the thousand wars of old, 

Ring in the thousand years of peace! 

Ring out the old, ring in the new! 

Ring out the false, ring in the true!” 

—Elwood Rowsey, D. D. 


Dr. 
EXPosI- 


THE STAR TRAILS'OF THE THREE 
WISE MEN 
From “Ben Hur” 

General Lew Wallace in a preface which he 
writes to a little booklet called The First 
Christmas tells of how he came to write Ben 
Hur. He first started out to write the story of 
the life of Jesus from His birth up to the cross. 
He wrote this beautiful story of the first Christ- 
mas for Harper’s, hoping they would put it 
into a Christmas booklet. 
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He told that famous story of how the Three 
Wise Men found Jesus. In the introduction to 
this little booklet he tells of how this tale of 
The Three Wise Men fascinated him from boy- 
hood; of how his mother used to tell it to him 
and of how he asked a hundred questions about 
it all. , e 

One day he was going from Crawfordsville 
to Indianapolis on a train to attend a Republi- 
can convention in Indianapolis in 1876. As he 
walked down the aisle of the car, a knock came 
from a stateroom door, and Colonel Robert 
Ingersoll invited him into the stateroom to 
talk. General Wallace said to him, “I will 
come in if I may dictate the subject on which 
we talk.” 


“Certainly! That is exactly what I want.” 

“TI took a seat and began, ‘Is there a God?’ 
Quick as a flash he replied, ‘I don’t know, do 
you?’ 

“And then I—‘Is there a devil?’ 
‘I don’t know, do you?’ 

“Ts there a Heaven?’ 

“ T don’t know, do you?’ 

“Ts there a Hell?’ 

“<«T don’t know, do you?’ 

“Ts there a hereafter?’ 

“<T don’t know, do you?’” 

General Lew Wallace continues by saying 
that he said to Ingersoll, “There, Colonel, you 
have the texts. Now go!” 

Then Colonel Ingersoll began a brilliant ser- 
mon on those texts that General Wallace had 
suggested. It was full of wit, sarcasm, elo- 
quence, audacity, irreverence, and a pungent 
indictment of those who call themselves Chris- 
tians. 

General Wallace was indifferent to religion. 
He was not what might be called a believer. 
- When General Wallace got off the train he 
walked to his brother’s home. He preferred to 
walk so that he could do some thinking. He 
was a great reader of sermons. He was a 
thinker, but not a believer. 

He was never so moved in all of his life 
toward religion as he was after this strong 
denunciation of religion and God by this great 
atheist. 

General Lew Wallace himself says, “To lift 
me out of my religious indifference one would 
think that only strong affirmations of things 
regarded. holiest would do. Yet, here was I 
now moved as never before, and by what? 

“By the most outright denials of all human 
knowledge of God, Christ, Heaven, and the 
Hereafter which figures so high in the hope 
and faith of the believing everywhere. Was 
the Colonel right? What had I on which to 
answer yes or no? He had made me ashamed 
of my ignorance and—here is the unexpected 
of the affair—as I walked on in the cool dark- 
ness, I was aroused for the first time in my life 
to the importance of religion!” 

General Lew Wallace, therefore, resolved to 
» write a book on Christ. He tells of that re- 


And he— 
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solve in these words: “It only remains to say 
that I did as I resolved, with results—first the 
book, Ben Hur, and, second, a conviction 
mounting to absolute belief in God and the 
divinity of Christ.” 

In other words, General Lew Wallace, stung 
to action, stirred to thinking by Ingersoll’s 
criticism of the fundamental faith of human- 
kind in God and the divinity of Christ started 
out on the “Star Trail to the Christ Child” and 
on the way he wrote a great book; and on his 
way he found a personal Christ and the God 
of his heart. 

And now he can sing: 

“T know the path that tells Thy way 
Through the cool eve of every day.” 

He knows that that path leads through the 
Star Trails to Christ for the text says: “And 
lo, the star went before them.” 

And it was because of the following story as 
he tells it in Ben Hur that Wallace took the 
Star Trail. In this story he makes his Three 
Wise Men take the Star Trail to the Christ 
Child. 

Three Wise Men they were. They came from 
India, from Egypt, and from Greece. Each of 
them, as I have suggested heretofore, had gone 
into solitude, because they were seeking 
for spiritual light: each was a listening heart: 
each was willing to hold his “heart as hushed 
as a harp” to hear celestial voices. Each had 
gone alone to meditate beside still waters and 
on mountain tops, far away from the world: 
and each had, in some secret, mystic way been 
told that the Christ Child would be born in a 
far away place. Then a star had appeared to 
each of these Wise Men, one in India, one in 
Egypt, and one in Greece. Each followed that 
shining star across the continents, over moun- 
tain ranges and rivers, over deserts and for- 
ests, through quicksand and danger, up steep, 
rugged trails and beside running streams. By 
night and day they each followed. Not one of 
the three knew that the other was following 
the same trail. 


Each was born under a different star; each 
had a different color of skin; each spoke a 
different language; each had a different type 
of education and training; but each was 
searching for God. 

This story that Ben Hur tells of the first 
Christmas is the most dramatic story in Amer- 
ican literature connected with the Christ. 

Each one of these men followed, as another 
chapter in this book tells in detail, the Star 
Trail to the Christ Child. The Greek, the 
Hindu, the Egyptian came—one by one, across 
the desert and met at the God-appointed ren- 
dezvous. 

Rupert Brooke has written a beautiful and 
an undying poem called ‘“‘The Rendezvous with 
Death.” That poem captured the imagination 


-of the earth during the Great War but here is 


a sublime Rendezvous with a Star; with a 
Child; with Eternal Life and that is a greater 
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adventure. These three men had a Rendezvous 
with a Star, and God was waiting when they 
came. 

They met; they embraced; they felt akin; 
these three men who had taken “The Star Trail 
to the Christ Child.” They supped together at 
twilight and told each other their strange tales 
of the urge that had-sent each out to seek the 
Christ. 

Then suddenly a light appeared in the sky. 
It was a lambent light. It was on a low hilltop 
and it shot up like a flame. This flame then 
began to focus into a blazing light—a light 
that burned into their faces with celestial ori- 
gin; 

“Their hearts beat fast; their souls thrilled; 
and they shouted with one voice, “THE STAR! 
THE STAR! GOD IS WITH US!” 

And what they might have been singing as 
they shouted was: 

“We know the path that tells Thy way 
Through the cool eve of every day.” 

And also these men who had taken the Star 
Trails might have had singing in their souls 
the text of this Christmas sermon, 

“And lo, the star went before them!” 

What a marvelous contrast is apparent in 
these two stories; that of the visioning astron- 
omer who took the Star Trail up through eter- 
nal space on a material errand out into the 
unknown—into infinite reaches and found 
nothing, with that of the Star Trailing Wise 
Men who took the Star Trail and found Jesus! 
—Dr. William L. Stidger 


BETHLEHEM 
E. D. Schonberger 
I 

Gray walls. 
Streets astir with weary feet. 
Herod’s tribute payers coming home. 
Tumult of much crowding at the inn. 
Stable off the alley. 
Cattle fretting sleepily. 
A drowsy foal swings front a heavy ear— 
His keeper’s voice breaks in upon his peace: 
“No room at the inn for you.” 
A torch at the open door. 
A vacant stall for one superfiuous pair. 
A bed of straw. 
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A tired sob. 

Heaven is bending very close. 

It settles on the manger crushingly. 

Time stands tip toe with expectation. 

Stars look on in hopeful awe. 

II 

Brown hills. 9 

Silence brooding consciously. 

Sheep lie quiet where they fall around their 
cote. 

Low voices. 

Shepherds musing round a waning fire. 

They glance toward Bethlehem. 

They fall asleep in their sheep pelts. 

The camp fire flickers out 

In a thin, lonesome trail of smoke. 

Twilight kneels, 

Covers her face 

And waits. 

III 

Dark night. 

The city sleeps. 

Bethlehem is very kind. 

Her inns give comfort to her guests— 

All but three. 

Night has sealed the eyes of shepherds— 

All but one. 

Two waking at the manger; 

One on the hill. 

A miracle of fire hangs low in the sky. 

City and hill are flooded with light. 

A star of sudden magnitude drops flame into 
the manger. 

The thatch glows with unconsuming fire. 

The straw burns like the rising sun. 

The sleepy foal stares with big eyes 

And stops biting hay. 

A member of his lowly tribe 

Will one day walk on flowers 

With a kingly burden on his back. 

The watcher on the hill recalls a prophecy. 

Far away three wise men set out upon a jour- 
ney. 

A mother’s heart is bursting with joy; 

A father is praying. 

The air is full of heaven singing in a loud 
voice. 

The city sleeps! 

O Bethlehem! Bethlehem!—Used by special 
permission of The Christian Century. 


Great Texts and Their Treatment 


REV. ELWOOD ROWSEY, D. D. 


Dear Mr. Ramsey: 

I did not give many Texts and Topics. I 
think it would be just as effective if I had not 
‘given any, for though very few people prepare 


an original sermon, most of them like to let the: 


text select them, and then they select a topic. 
I am adding Markham’s poem, and if you do 
not use it, it will be perfectly all right. If you 
want to use the last verse or any verse, it will 
be all right. I don’t know how this “Bethle- 
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hem” will appeal to you but I know it could be 
used as a musical reading at Christmas time, 
or by the preacher in his evening service with 
piano, organ or violin accompaniment, in a 
semi-dark auditorium, with very dramatic, 
beautiful and spiritual effects. It appealed to 
me so much that I secured this permission and 
am attaching the telegram so that you will 
know it is all right to use it, if such is not 
against your policy. 
Yours most sincerely, 
ELwoop ROWSEY. 


Strength of the Star 

“And when they saw the star, they rejoiced 
with exceeding great joy.” Matt. 2:10. 
The First Journey of the Christ Child 

“And he arose and took the young child and 
his mother by night, and departed into Egypt.” 
Matt. 2:14. 
Jesus the Giver of Great Joy 

“And the angel said unto them, Be not 
afraid; for behold, I bring you tidings of 
great joy which shall be to all the people.” 
Luke 2:10. 
God’s Christmas Gift 

“For God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth on him should not perish, but have 
eternal life.” John 3:16. 
The Christmas Spirit for Christians 

“And the shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the things that they 
had heard and seen, even as it was spoken 
unto them.” Luke 2:20. 
The Christmas Symphony 

“Glory be to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men.’ Luke 
2:14. : 


THE BIRTHDAY OF JESUS 

“Tt came to pass, while they were there, the 
days were fulfilled that Mary should be de- 
livered. And she brought forth her first-born 
son; and she wrapped him in swaddling clothes 
and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no room for them in the inn.’”’ Luke 2:6, 7. 

A public-school teacher asking her class 
why we observe Christmas received from a 
six-year-old girl the simple and full answer, 
“Because it is the birthday of Jesus!” 

* * * 
The Miracle of Christmas 

We never overcome the feeling of awe at the 
thought of the constant miracle of the natu- 
ral processes of human birth. But that is not 
the Christmas miracle. It is that God should 
choose that way for His Son. 

God wished Him to be our brother: bone of 
our bone, flesh of our flesh; “tempted in all 
points like as we are.” So He is able to say 
in His last message (Rev. 2:2), “I know thy 
works, thy toil and patience, . . . thy tribula- 
tion, and thy poverty, . . . where thou dwell- 
est.” 
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The Jews looked for another David, another 
Solomon, coming full-armored, in regal pomp, 
and God sent a little Babe in a manger! 

“Glory to God in the highest.” 


* % * 


The Birthday of the Family 

Christ’s Birthday proves to be the birthday 
of the Family. At Christmas the family comes 
closer in physical and spiritual reunion. Two 
women overheard in conversation on bus: “We 
spent part of the day with my husband’s folks, 
and part with mine.” 

It is the feast of the Child. Consider great 
change in attitude toward children since 
Bethlehem. Consider old pagan world, present 
“heathen” world; exposure and murder. Con- 
sider care in Christian lands. Increasing value 
placed on the Child. Doctors specializing to 
save child-life. Teachers specializing to train 
children. Families are built around the chil- 
dren. Hostages to fortune; the guarantee of 
the stability of the home. 

Let us hold the child-spirit and the child-care 
of Christmas. 

ee, ee a 
The Birthday of Good Will 

The angels’ song: “On earth peace among 
men of good will.” 

The growth of good will on earth. “It can- 
not be the purpose of a divine world order that 
men should direct their supreme national ener- 
gies against one another, thus ever thrusting 
back the general progress of civilization. The 
most durable foundation of things is the policy 
inspired by mutual understanding and mutual 
respect between people.” 

(Dr. Streseman, German Chancellor, before 
League of Nations, September 11, 1926.) 

So the Christmas spirit underlies neighbor- 
liness. It is the basis of friendships. Amaz- 
ing growth of luncheon-club idea a testimony 
to it, such clubs being built around the idea of 
service. There is a growing realization of the 
great truth that no man can live to himself. 
“Who seeks for heaven alone to save his soul 
May keep the path, but will not reach the goal. 
But he who walks in love may wander far, 

But God will bring him where the blessed are.” 
—Henry Van Dyke. 
“The night has a thousand eyes, 
And the day but one; 
Yet the light of the bright world dies 
With the dying sun. 


“The mind has a thousand eyes, 
And the heart but one; 
Yet the light of a whole life dies 
When love is done!” 
—Francis William Bourdillon. 
—William Tait Paterson, D. D. 


A STAR PERFORMER.—“We saw His Star.” 
Matt. 2:2. 
“We know one great thing about this star. 
It was different from all other stars to these 
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Wise men. To these Wise men—for the com- 
mon herd which goes with head down never 
sees stars. How many of the crowd pouring 
up and down First Avenue every night as the 
turns change at six, ever see the glorious sun- 
sets spread out over Chequered Bridge? How 
many see the golden twinklers that later laugh 
down at us from the great dome that arches 
the valley? (Psa. 8:3, 4.) And how many 
see the Christ-stars all about, and follow them? 
I said to Harry Fuller, ‘What made a careless 
fellow like you a Christian?’ Said he, ‘I spot- 
ted some of the Christians who were the real 
stuff, and followed them to Christ.’” 

Are you such a Bethlehem star? Or would 
a fellow like Harry wind up in “a little game,” 
or among the “high kickers,” or “here’s lookin’ 
at you?” 

We speak of a ‘star performer.’ Be one! A 
Bethlehem star performer. (Dan. 12:3.) If 
you don’t find this reference you won’t under- 
stand this paragraph.—William H. Ridgeway. 


THE WONDROUS BIRTH 

“A pistol shot, fired June 28, 1913, in time 
of peace, started the greatest war in the his- 
tory of the world; brought twenty-seven na- 
tions to arms; cost ten million lives; and de- 
stroyed fifty billion dollars’ worth of prop- 
erty without counting that used in actual war 
material, while over two hundred billion dol- 
lars’ worth of the productive wealth of the 
nations that went to war has been mortgaged, 
much of which now seems unrecoverable. 

“The ten million lives lost include those sac- 
rificed through atrocities and massacres as 
well as through battle. Now contrast that 
event, the pistol shot at Sarajevo, Austria, 
and the unspeakably tragic train of events 
that followed in four years, with another sin- 
gle event, the birth of a little baby boy in 
Bethlehem nineteen centuries ago, and the 
chain of events that have followed and will yet 
follow. One was Satan’s work, the other, 
God's.” >.5... 5. S. umes. 


“T can conceive no bolder adventure of re- 
ligious imagination. To set up in a decadent 
Empire founded on force, and among a people 
hard-bitten with bigotry and misdirected zeal, 
the cradle of an obscure Infant, and invest 
him, in a stable, with omnipotence, seems to 
be sheer audacity beyond belief. Yet so it is, 
and the Infant has worn down the Empire, 
together with several of its later imitations; 
bowing them out with thanks for their past 
services. The rich, the poor, and those who 
are neither the one nor the other, meet at 
Bethlehem once a year in a spirit of universal 
good will. Our material and mechanistic age 
is just as enthusiastic about this Birthday and 
Homecoming as were the medieval ages. A 
renewal of unconfirmed life sweeps away 
apologies and objections alike. It is as though 
we combined to say with oneness of emphasis: 
“This is the day which the Lord hath made: 
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we will rejoice and be glad in it.”—S. Parks 
Cadman. 


Suggestions for the Christmas 


Season 
THE FORERUNNER—“He shall be great in 
the sight of the Lord.” Luke 1:15. 

“To this greatness all men are called. In the 
world there are only a few places vacant 
where greatness can shine, only a few niches 
in the temple. The Valhalla has room for only 
a very few heroes. Cemeteries in plenty there 
are, but only one Westminster Abbey. Celeb- 
rities must be rare from the nature of the case. 
There are only one or two blue ribbons of each 
profession. Only a few can have the outward 
signs of greatness, and each place filled takes 
away one other chance from the rest of the 
competitors. The many are nameless that the 
few may be great. But here it is different—all 
may be great. The success of one does not 
imply a lesser chance for others. It is rather 
the reverse, aS your success is an encourage- 
ment to others. There is no limit to the places, 
because it is not a question of place at all. 
There is no lack of noble titles but a lack of 
claimants for them. There is room for all in 
this Valhalla of heroes. The calendar of saints 
is not nearly filled.”"—Hugh Black. 

* * * 

“When Longfellow died, Emerson, who had 
been his friend for at least half a century, 
went to his funeral. Emerson, who then was 
himself aged and frail, with failing powers and 
his memory almost entirely lost, gave utterance 
to a remark pathetic for the occasion but eter- 
nally true. Looking to the coffin he said, ‘The 
gentleman who lies there was a beautiful soul, 
but I have forgotten his name.’ With the fail- 
ing faculties which presaged his own death the 
recollection of a lifelong friendship summed 
itself up not in his name, not in his work, not 
in his reputation, but in the memory of what 
he was himself. 

“Happy he who has so lived that when all 
else is forgotten, even his name, the memory of 
his true life can never die. His name was 
reckoned among earth’s great ones or it was 
not—I have forgotten his name—but he was 
a beautiful soul. That is to be great in the 
sight of the Lord.”—Hugh Black. 

‘ * * * 
THE INEXPERIENCED ANGELS—“And on 
earth, peace!” Luke 2:14. 

“When the writer was a student he heard 
Henry Ward Beecher lecture on a subject that 
had to do with man’s unfraternal treatment of 
man. It was during the most trying experience 
of the great preacher’s life and his words may 
have been tinged with the bitterness of that 
trial, for he said, ‘Nineteen hundred years ago 
some inexperienced angels came to earth and 
proclaimed “Peace on earth, good will to men,” 
but just as soon as they discovered the sort of 
a place it was, they kited back to heaven and 


‘the eminent preacher were not true. 


‘among the people. 


jest nonsense. 
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‘had not been heard from since.’ These words 
were evidently intended both as humor and 
sarcasm, but they seemed irreverent and trifi- 
‘ng with one of the divinest realities in con- 
‘nection with the Nativity. 

“Notwithstanding the abundant , grounds 
which men give, by their hatreds and murder- 
sus contentions, for such sarcasm, the words of 
The 
angels of peace were never more active in their 
benign ministry than today. The prophets of 
the new era are not dead. There are those who 
‘see clearer than ever before the meaning of 
(Christ’s Nativity and the inevitable outcome of 
His sovereignty in human affairs.”—Dwight 
Mallory Pratt. 


‘THE TROUBLED KING.—“When Herod the 
king heard it, he was troubled.” Matt. 2:8. 

“The news of Christ’s coming is the best 
mews the world ever had, but it troubles some 
wwho hear it. Herod totally misunderstood it. 
If there were to be a new ‘king of the Jews,’ it 
meant a change in the conditions to which 
Herod was accustomed, loss and harm to him- 
self, encouragement of impossible desires 
The larger beneficent mean- 
ings did not occur to Herod, of course. That 
his own greatest claim to fame in coming cen- 
turies would be the fact that Christ came dur- 
ing his reign would have been to him the sheer- 
That the disturbing Christ 
would be rather the world’s Prince of Peace 
‘would have been incredible. 

“During Jesus’ earthly life there was a simi- 
lar experience when he had healed the demo- 
niac and permitted the destruction of the swine. 


“That he had done a good work in setting a man 
“free was beyond discussion. 


But. still, there 


were the swine! Christ had disturbed the ex- 


‘isting order, and there were not a few who be- 
sought him that he would depart out of their 
coasts. 


Their minds were altogether fixed on 
the adverse meanings of his presence. 
“And there are still adverse meanings in the 


coming of Christ into life or into any enter- 


prise. Things can never be left as they have 
been. If there are not great changes when he 
enters, it is because he is not given his place. 
The shame of the church for centuries past is 


that he has not been allowed to make the dif- 


ference he should have made. 


Herod’s Christ 
demands that he leave bad conditions un- 
changed.—Nolan Rice Best. 


“WHAT DID IT COST?” 
“T will not offer burnt-offerings unto Je- 
hovah my God which cost me nothing.” II Sam. 


| 24:24. 


A certain little girl I know, after she has 
looked over all her Christmas presents and 


played a little with each one, begins to wonder 


how much they cost. 
“Daddy, did you have to pay as much as two 
dollars for this?” Her idea, I think, is that if 
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she knows how much it cost, she’ll know how 
much folks think of her. Perhaps, there’s a 
wee bit of truth in her idea. 


~ How much did your Christmas presents cost? 
I don’t mean the ones you get, but the ones 
you gave. The ones you got were very fine, 
and you just love them all, and they must have 
cost a lot. But the ones you gave, did they 
cost anything? 

Don’t start to tell me about dollars and cents, 
because they don’t matter—not much, at any 
rate! What I wish to know is, did they cost 
you any time? Did you have to make a real 
effort to get them? Did you have to go with- 
out something—candy or an ice-cream cone, to 
be able to buy them? Did you just have to 
think and think and think so as to be sure to 
buy just the best kind of a present for mother 
and daddy and brother? If you did, then the 
presents really cost something and they’re 
worth all they cost. Don’t you-think so? 

God had told David to offer sacrifices. Now, 
sacrifice is something like a gift. So David 
went to another man, Araunah. Araunah had 
some oxen and he had a sort of platform built 
of planks. David said, “I wish to buy your 
oxen and your platform, or floor, so that I may 
offer sacrifice.” 

When Araunah heard that he wanted them 
for sacrifice he said, “Why just take them and 
there’ll be no charge. You’re very welcome.” 
Wasn’t that a nice thing for Araunah to do? 

But David said, “No, I'll pay a fair price 
for them, for I will not offer burnt-offerings to 
Jehovah my God which cost me nothing!” You 
see if David was going to make God a present, 
that present had to cost David something, if it 
was to be worth anything. 

I heard a missionary tell about taking up a 
collection in church in West Africa. They 
didn’t use plates for this collection; they used 
hampers. You see, these folks in Africa didn’t 
have money to put in the plate as we do. But 
they had vegetables and fruits, so they filled 
these hampers with peanuts and bananas and 
yams and things like that. It sounds like a 
nice kind of collection, doesn’t it? 

But the missionary said when they were sort- 
ing out this collection they found—well, if I 
were to give you three guesses you’d never 
guess what they found. A pair of green pants! 
Now there were not many pants in this part 
of Africa. and the missionaries knew the boy 
who owned them, and they knew he was very 
proud of them! Nobody else around there had 
green pants! They spoke to him about it, and 
they learned that he hadn’t anything else to 
give, so he gave his best treasure, his green 
pants. They cost him everything he had! 

Did you ever think of God’s Christmas Gift? 
That’s just what Jesus is—God’s Christmas 
Gift, and He cost all that God had. “God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begot- 
ten Son.” 

Don’t you think we should remember that 


Page 304 


when we make our gift to God that it 
should be something that has cost us some- 
thing—something of our time and work, as 
well as money?—William Tait Paterson, D. D. 


THE MOTHER OF OUR LORD 

“Hail, thou that are highly favored, the Lord 
is with thee: blessed art thou among women.” 
Luke 1:28. 

“T close by asking you if you remember what 
is the last glimpse we get of Mary? It is one 
of the most beautiful touches in the Scriptures. 
It is not an appearance of the risen Christ to 
her, for we never read that He appeared to 
Mary. It is not a vision of her as the queen of 
heaven, for she is never mentioned in the Reve- 
lation. It is something far more womanly than 
that; something far more human and more 
tender. 

“After Jesus had ascended into glory we 
read of a little company who gathered in 
Jerusalem—in the upper room, to pray. And 
that is the last glimpse we get of Mary—for 
the apostle tells us she was there—and so in 
prayer she passed out of sight. Not reigning 
on any heavenly throne, not wielding any 
authority with Christ, not lifted up in any 
queenly dignity with the universe worshipping 
the Mother of God. But a woman, praying, 
like any other sinner, whose only hope of 
power and peace and glory lay in the work that 
ended on the Cross. 

“It is with that last thought we think of 
Mary. It is thus that she, too, leads us to the 
Savior. For all her wonderful ministry to 
Christ, we love her, and adore the hand that 
chose her. And then like her, in prayer, we 
turn to Him by Whom we live, in Whom we 
hope to die; Whose is the only name given 
among men whereby we must be saved.”— 
George H. Morrison. 


THE SONG OF THE MAGI 
“Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
... behold, there came wise men from the 
east to Jerusalem ... And lo, the star, which 
they saw in the east, went before them, till it 
came and stood over where the young child was 
. And being warned of God in a dream 
. they departed into their own country 
another way.” Matthew. 
“With a burning in our spirits, with a lifting 
of our hands, 
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We have threaded fallen kingdoms, long for-) 
gotten in the sands— 

Dead kingdoms where the thistles crowd tol H 
guard the empty thrones, 

Where lone owls hoot their loud disdain among 
the scattered stones. 

We passed the ghost of Ninevah upon the 
windy waste, 

Where once the Angel of the Sword the paths” 
of Eden paced.” 

We trod on crumbled Babylon, where once on 
towered height 

Her winged lions watched away the lone 
Assyrian night. 


“Out of the hush of the holy East, out of the 
night of old, 

We seek the One the keepers of the sacred fire 
foretold. 

Long centuries the wise have watched upon a 
peak afar, 

Twelve Magi keeping vigil for the rising of | 
the star. 

Long ages they have waited for the herald of — 
the birth, 

The great hour when a Child should rise to 
poise the shaken earth. 


“We come commanded by a star and sent by 
dream we go; } 

Yet of this hour hereafter all the worlds and 
heavens shall know. 

This is the One we worship in the splendor of 
the fire: 

He is the dream of every heart, he is the 
world’s desire. 

The prophet watchers cried of him with vision- 
lighted eyes: 

They saw his scepter hush the earth and lean 
against the skies. 


“Twas he the Vedic poets sang in ages that 
are gone, 

The fair young God they knelt to in the bright- 
ness of the dawn. 

‘This is the Golden Child that rose, when worlds 
began to be, 

And floated in the lotus flower upon the 
mother Sea. 

This is the Child of Mystery drawn down to 
earthly years, 

To bear the common burden and to taste of 
mortal tears.” 

—Edwin Markham. 


Mid-Week Topics 
W. SCOTT STRANAHAN, D. D. 
THE SOCIAL LIFE 


John 2:1-11 

We think of Jesus rightly, as being for us, 
first of all the revelation of God; but he is 
equally the revelation of Man. He is for men 
the way to heaven, but he is also the way to a 
new earth. He brings the redemption of each 
single soul; but he brings also the redemption 
of our social life. So we consider how Jesus 


enriches social life, keeping before us this 
picture of his presence at the wedding festivi- 
ties at Cana. In so doing we shall take “social 
life” not in its narrow sense but including all 
that life in which we are united in common 
joys and tasks whether in home or friendship, 
toil or pleasure. 

I. Jesus shared personally and intimately in 
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The Restful Beauty of Paneled Backgrounds 


ae 


Union Church, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn 
Furniture by De LONG 


Vos closely with the architect, 
DeLong craftsmen designed, executed 
and installed all interior woodwork and seat- 
ing for the Union Church, Bay Ridge, Brook- 
lyn. Of special note is the chancel back- 
ground of perfectly-matched and carved 
paneling, which was carefully worked out to 
prevent eyestrain on the part of the congre- 
gation, while adding immeasurably to the 
beauty of the church interior. 


That we take into consideration all of the 
factors governing the church interior is one 
of the reasons why DeLong engineers are 


FURNITURE by DE 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


FOR CHURCHES r 


called into consultation with architects and 
building committees time and again—and 
why architects whom we have once served 
turn to us for future installations. 


For information regarding complete installa- 
tions, or equipment for Sunday Schools, 
Churches, Lodge Buildings or Parish Buildings 
address Department E. 


DE LONG FURNITURE COMPANY 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Topton, Pa. 


LONG 


PARISH BUILDINGS 


Allentown, Pa. 
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the common social life of His day. For long 
years He was one of a large circle and bore 
a full share of its burdens. He had intimate 
friends; the larger circle of disciples to whom 
he gave so much of fellowship, and the lesser 
circle of those whom He took with Him in the 
testing hours on the mount of prayer and in 
the garden. As we think of Him, we must see 
Him as, 
“Not the Christ of our subtle creeds 

But the Lord of our hearts, of our homes, 
Of our hopes, our prayers, our needs; 


The Brother of want and blame 

The lover of women and men 
With a love that puts to shame 

All passions of mortal ken.” 

Jesus takes no trace of real joy or satisfac- 
tion from this daily life which we all live. He 
enjoyed all good things of life—food, friends, 
little children, flowers, stars. But he took out 
of it the selfishness that destroys and the im- 
purity that debases. ‘ Let us think of what the 
spirit of Jesus has done and is still doing for 
friendship, for the home, for woman, for the 
little child, for youth. 

There are more gates than one to the city of 
life. He who walks with men in the spirit of 
Jesus will find that fellowship is one way to 
God. 

“T knelt and wept, My Christ no more I seek; 
His throne is with the outcast and the weak;” 

There are homes in which he held special 
place, like that of Peter of Capernaum, and 
that of Mary and Martha and Lazarus. He 
accepted invitations to special social engage- 
ments, nor did he draw here any sharp lines. 
He was a guest of a wealthy tax-gatherer, of a 
customs officer both of them hated by their fel- 
low Jews. In the same spirit he went to the 
home of prominent Pharisees. He was always 
friendly, the most accessible of men, ready to 
speak to the strange woman at the well, to 
lepers by the roadside or to little children in 
the market-place. 

II. Jesus sanctified this common life of men. 

“Made the poor man’s lowly 
Labor a service holy; 

And sweat of work more sweet 
Than incense at God’s feet.” 

A certain medieval saint thanked God when 
the last of her family died, because now she 
could give herself wholly to the service of God. 
Jesus did not thus search for God or serve God 
apart from man. Human life was holier to 
Him than Temple precincts. This simple social 
life which he joined has forever been made 
sacred by Him. 


KEEPING A PLEDGE 
Jer. 35:1-8 (Temperance) 
I. The Rechabites have not lacked for ad- 
An American political novel, pub- 
lished a few years ago, introduced a character, 
who in his capacity as a boss, mingled freely 
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with the saloon forces of his city; but the novel 
makes this character say rather shrewdly that 
“The man who drinks always saves his respect 
for the man who does not drink.” Perhaps this 
is the reason for the admiration of the Recha- 
bites. Their self-restraint extended over long 
periods. They had great respect for their 
ancestor, Jonadab, and came to think that his 
counsel with reference to the use of wine was 
good and wise. They became a sort of com- 
munity, builded around certain ideal simplici- 
ties and convictions of life. 
to note how often such communities or societies 
close the gates against strong drink. Idealism 
and alcohol are not able to live together in 
peace. Alcohol must go or idealism must de- 
part or turn toward compromise. The special 
tribute we must pay to the Rechabites is that 
they kept their idealism. In this day many 
hundreds of years removed from this simple 
scriptural account they are still known as “the 
Faithful Rechabites.” 

II. Parents. The agent of temperance in 
this case seems to have been a parent. It all 
began with Jonadab, whose son was Rechab. 
Jonadab seems to be commemorated in their 
rule of life, Rechab in their name. But the 
point is that temperance seed was sown in the 


* 


It is remarkable ~ 


home—the principle being instilled by a father | 


in the life of the son, and so down into the 
generations. It was by no means the last 
pledge exacted of children from their parents. 
Some of us thank God that long before the 
temperance cause came to its present place of 
power, we were saved from its curse by par- 
ents, who being far ahead of their time, pledged 
us to abstinence. As with the Rechabites, so 
with modern life, the home is one of God’s 
training agencies for the temperance reform. 
Jonadab must teach Rechab that strong drink 
is raging and that wine is a mocker. If parents 
cease this holy teaching, not even a constitu- 
tional law will prevent the return of the evil. 

Ill. The Value of Example. The Rechabites 
furnished the Jewish nation a great example. 
They would not break the command handed 
down to them by the founder of their order and 
be false to the vow they had taken even though 
wine were offered them in the house of Je- 
hovah, by order of the King. Not even the 
power of the King or the sanction of religion 
could get them to break their word and forsake 
their principles. Prohibition will not be com- 
pletely enforced in this country for a long time 
to come. The cause of temperance through 
many years to come, will need the example of 
those, who by education and personal influence 
will stand out against the pressure of social 
customs and resist the example of their busi- 
ness and professional associates. 


CONFESSING CHRIST 
Matt. 16:13-20 
I. Just a Boy. ; 
A minister in a Scottish church was much 
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O enable those in New York 

and vicinity to become more 
thoroughly acquainted with the 
artistic merits and practical advan- 
tages of Pilcher Organs, a New 
York office, in charge of William 
E. Pilcher, Jr., has been located at 


STEINWAY HALL 


Mr. Pilcher, himself an experi- 
enced organist, combines the 
essential of musical appreciation 
with a thorough knowledge of 
organ manufacture. His counsel 
as to the type of organ best 
suited to your requirements may 
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discouraged one Sunday morning as he began 
his service. While he was putting on his gown 
a long faced deacon had come into his study to 
criticize him because only one new member had 
-econfessed Christ that whole year and that one 
only a boy. Surely something was seriously 
wrong with the church! With a heavy heart 
he conducted the service. Although his heart 
was heavy, his message was not in vain, for 
after the service, the lad who was so slight- 
ingly referred to by. the gloomy old deacon, 
waited to tell his sad-hearted pastor that he 
had decided to become a minister, and if possi- 
ble to go as a missionary to Africa. Only one 
to confess Christ that year in the little church, 
but that one boy was Robert Moffat. Years 
after at the end of his thorough training he 
became a wonderfully successful missionary, a 
noted scientist and a translator of the Bible. 
It was a glorious day for his church, and the 
old pastor, as well as for himself, when that 
brave and loyal lad confessed his faith in 
Christ his Saviour. 

II. Loyal Friends. 

Perhaps we have never thought of how lonely 
Jesus often was. So many people misunder- 
stood him. We can see in our lesson, how 
eagerly he was for frank, loyal friends. He 
had no vanity to be tickled by the cheers of the 
multitude. But he needed friends just as we 
do. That explains why he asked the disciples 
those personal questions about himself on their 
long walk northward to Caesarea. The long 
journey together had made them confidential. 
What other men thought of Him made little 
difference to Jesus. But it made a great differ- 
ence what these best friends thought. 

Ill. The Church’s Foundation Stone. 

It is worth noting how cordially Jesus 
praised Peter for his loyal confession of faith 
in Him. He was emphatic about it. He gave 
Simon the surname of Peter at this time prob- 
ably because of his strong character. The 
name is the Greek word for rock. Jesus saw 
that on such rock-like faith as Peter’s he would 
be able to build his church. And so in all the 
ages since, Christ’s church has grown by the 
sturdy faith and personal influence of folk like 
Peter, who have ever, in life’s most serious 
trials, even unto death, confessed that Jesus is 
their Lord and Saviour. 


GOD’S GIFT TO THE WORLD 
Jno. 1:14-18 (Christmas) 

The Christmas story tells the world how the 
child of Bethlehem became the world’s greatest 
King. The writer of the fourth Gospel gave his 
story of the life of Jesus to prove that Jesus 
was divine. The deeds that he did and the 
truths that he taught show that God’s spirit 
was in him in a unique way. He was different 
from any other person in all history. This, 
the Gospel writer says, must be because he 
came from God. He was the King of life, be- 
fore he became the Babe of Bethlehem. 
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I. The Word Became Flesh. 

John’s Gospel calls Christ the Word of God, 
that is, the expression of God’s life. He says 
this wonderful “Word” who later was born into 
the world as Jesus of Nazareth, was with God 
at the very beginning. Here is the wonderful 
truth of the “incarnation” which has been ever 
since at the heart of the Christian religion. 
This strange word comes from two Latin words 
meaning “in the flesh” and means the coming 
into life, into human life, of the “Word” who 
was: at the beginning with God. So Jesus 
Christ lived the human life of God. 

Il. Why He Was Born Flesh. 

Now why did God plan to do this? 
been knocking at the hearts of men for many 
centuries, and men were deaf to him. He 
found a few prophets who listened to his mes- 
sage in their hearts and they gave the world 
that message of God’s love and righteousness. 
But few of the world would listen to that 
message, and the prophets were usually killed 
or persecuted. How was God ever to show men 
his love and win their answering love and 
loyalty? There was no other way but to come 
himself and live a human life. So his spirit, 


een TR 


He had 


his Word became flesh, was born in the manger | 
at Bethlehem as Mary’s baby and became the — 


Christ-child! 


Thus the King became a little 


child. No wonder that little child lived a mar-_ 


velous life and died a triumphant death and 
has become the Christian world’s King. 

III. God’s Love Explains Gift. 

All true gifts have true love back of them. 
Otherwise any gift is a mockery. Greatest of 
all Christmas gifts is God’s gift of the Christ- 
child to us. It was because God “so loved the 
world” that he sent us the Christ. He knew 
this sad, sinning world needed a Saviour so He 
sent us Jesus whose very name means Saviour. 
In every noble deed and sacrificial act of His 
short life, Jesus showed the love of God. “That 
we might have eternal life” was the object of 
His coming; that we might be drawn to God by 
God’s love so clearly shown in Jesus and learn 
to live the kind of life that is eternal. 

Let us make this Christmas mean more to us 
than ever before. If God put himself into his 
great gift to the world how can you put your- 
self into your gifts? Make every gift an ex- 
pression of your thought and your love to the 
friend to whom you are giving it. Try to live 
as if the very spirit of the Christ-child is in 
your heart. Do everything for His sake in 
loyalty to Him and life will take on a new 
meaning to you. It will become. beautiful to 
you as the story of the Christmas manger-baby 
is beautiful to a child. 


CHRISTMAS TOPICS 


The Coming of the King. 

The Preacher in the Wilderness. 

The Desire of the Nations. 

—Rev. Theo. H. Schroedel, Minneapolis, Minn. 
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MY SHEPHERD 
LIFE IN GALILEE 


by STEPHEN A. Hazousu, 
A Native Galilean 
IVES an intimate view 
into the life of a Gali- 
lean shepherd in the days of 


his youth. Paper binding 
$.50. Cloth, $1.00 


CATHEDRAL 
SERMONS 


by Very Rey. Howarp 
CHANDLER Rossins, D.D. 
PIRITUALLY vital ser- 
mons preached in the 


Cathedral of St. John’ the 
Divine, New York $2.00 


A VOLUME of twenty-one sermons by leading clergymen in various denominations throughout 
: the United States. Throbbing messages of men who know what they believe, and who deem it a 
privilege to make these messages known. 


THE CHRIST 
WE KNOW 


by Tue Rt. Rev. 
Cuartes Fiske, D.D., 


Bishop of Central New York 


eA HIS book is so religious 

in tone, so reverent and 
reasonable and so simple and 
beautifully written, that it is 
bound to fulfill its purpose.” 
—Hon. William H. Keller, 
Judge of Superior Court of 
Pennsylvania. $2.00 


‘Books That “Breathe the Spirit of Christmas 


Ir I Hap ONLY ONE SERMON TO PREACH 
Edited by Dr. CHARLES STELZLE 


$2.50 


PHILUS, THE 
STABLE: BOY) .OF 
BETHLEHEM 


by Rev. Epmunp J. 
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Christmas story-sermons for 
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Sermons 


The Soul of Christmas 
REV. CLAUDE ALLEN McKAY, D. D. 


“There came wise men from the East, saying, 
‘Where is he?’” Matt. 2:1-2. 

Many a worthy anniversary is smothered in 
the trimmings and trappings of its own cele- 
bration. The very success of Christmas has 
become its chief peril. 

It began with the first Christmas when Beth- 
lehem had no room in her Inn, nor knew that 
He had come who was to lift the name of Beth- 
lehem above the name of every village. In 
Jerusalem too, curious crowds maryeled at 
three Magi, with the dust of the desert on their 
camels and a foreign accent on their tongues— 
strangers seeking the soul of Christmas, yet 
wise men they were! Herod and the doctors 
of the law gave diligent care to the trimmings 
and trappings of that first Christmas, but its 
soul they never glimpsed. 

It is not different now that this most famous 
birthday in all history is known and celebrated 
on every continent, in every clime, and in every 
tongue. Look about you at the shops, stocked 
with “Christmas goods,” jostling crowds of 
weary shoppers, evergreen wreaths, bright can- 
dles and skating parties—is this Christmas? 
No; these are merely the “garments” in which 
the soul of Christmas is concealed. 

“There came wise men asking, Where is he?” 
It is the wise who seek and only the seeker 
finds. ‘Where is he?” In the Church of 
Christ—your church—called after His name? 
Where else should one expect to find the soul 
of Christmas so revealed? Here too are holly 
and laurel, parties and presents, anthems and 
sermons—-the “garments” of Christmas. Yes, 
but “wise men” rest not until they have found 
Him. The minister is reading Luke’s story of 
the nativity. Tradition says Luke got the story 
from Mary. Little wonder it is so tender, 
pulsating with infinite beauty! Once a year is 
not too often to read that exquisite story. He 
He is dull indeed who can read it and not feel 
the heart-beat of that first Christmas. 

“The shepherds returned” from their Christ- 
mas service “glorifying and praising God for 
all the things they had seen and heard.” They 
found more than the garments of Christmas; 
they found Him, whose birthday is now in dan- 
ger of becoming a mere celebration. The Magi 
returned home from that first Christmas serv- 
ice in a wonder and wisdom which was to 
change forever the whole uplook and out-reach 
of their lives. Would that every commemora- 
tion of His birthday brought to every church 
such seekers, and sent them away with the 
same wonder and wisdom! 

“Where is He?” Wise men of old asked and 
_ ceased not asking until they came—where? 
Toa home! No; not a stable and a manger, for 
any shelter becomes a home where a father, 


a mother and a child abide together in love. It 
was in the home, in the midst of the family, in 
the heart of a little child that those seeking 
wise men found the real Christmas. 

Visit our homes in that same spirit and you 
will not miss the soul of this joyous season. 
Truly the “garments” of Christmas are in evi- 
dence—a tree, candies and candles, presents 
and happy faces—but beneath, behind, within 
it all, is the soul, without which all this would 
be but a corpse. Childhood and motherhood 
have a new evaluation. That is God’s Christ- 
mas Gift to the home, and through the home to 
the whole world. 

We trace this beneficient stream back to its 
source in the manger-cradle. Wherever in all © 
the world the precept and spirit of that Beth- 
lehem Child has come, every mother has be- 
come a Madonna and every child the chief 
citizen of the kingdom of God on earth. Non- 
Christian lands bear no such trade-mark. 
Many are the evils still tolerated in our so- 
called Christian civilization, but it is the glory 
of our Christian lands that nothing is more 
Christ-like among us than our evaluation of 
the child. 

Yonder Bethlehem Child, grown to manhood, 
“took a little child and set him in the midst.” 
And all the world ever since has been con- 
strained to take every child from the circum- 
ference of life’s circle and “set him in the 
midst.” So it has come to be the exception 
rather than the rule for the child to be the 
victim of industry or the chattel of the State 
or the little Gradgrinds of education or the 
unregenerates of religion. Would you find the 
soul of Christmas? Then join with the wise 
men of old, saying, “Where is he?” and when 
you have found a little child, growing up in the 
glory of this new day, you have gained your 
quest. 

Once more we mount our camels and join the 
pilgrimage of the wise, asking, “Where is he?” 
that we may perhaps discover the soul of our 
Christmas elsewhere than in His church or in 
the home of a little child. There were that 
same night shepherds keeping watch over their 
flocks. These were men, as Dean Brown has 
said, “rough in dress and rude in speech, men 
of out-door habit and poor in purse. Their 
mental training had been meager and they 
brought no knowledge of things transcendent. 
They could not, if they would, have laid their 
hands upon costly offerings to bring to the one 
who was to be their King. They brought 
only the wonder and the love of their untaught 
hearts.” Those common folks from the Bethle- 
hem hills were the first in a long procession, 
stretching across the ages, who have rejoiced 
in that new day for the common man. 
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His advent meant the coming of One who 
appraised every man as a son of God and a 
brother of every other man, irrespective of race 
or rank, class or clan. “There are no common 
folks,” Bishop Quayle assured us. “If we are 
poorly neighbored, these folks we thought com- 
monplace, these everyday facts, these birth- 
days at many folks’ houses, these common chil- 
dren at play on common streets—these folks 
since Jesus came, are God’s uncommon folks.” 

“God must love the common people or he 
wouldn’t have made so many of them,” re- 
marked our beloved Lincoln, himself their 
royal representative. But Lincoln knew, as 
you and I know, that although God always 
has loved the common people—not because they 
were common but because they were people— 
it has only been with Jesus’ appraisal of the 
dignity and worth of the individual man, that 
the common man has come into his God-given 
rights and privileges. Even a Lincoln owes 
his rise, power and honor to One who made it 
possible for a common man fo sit in the seats 
of the mighty, when He said, “All ye are breth- 
ren’—“and when ye pray, say, Our Father.” 

Although political autocracy is rapidly be- 
coming extinct, industrial autocracy is still in 
the saddle. Nevertheless, the tide is set. If the 
brotherhood of man made democracy in govern- 
ment inevitable, its makes democracy in indus- 
try equally inevitable. And who will say that 
the latter democracy is not even greater than 
the former, since only a fraction of a common 
man’s time is devoted to voting while he gives 
eight of the best hours of every day, and the 
best years of his life, to his daily work. Chris- 
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tian brotherhood stands today at the gate of 
industry and knocks. Would you find the soul 
of Christmas? Go find a shop, a factory, mine 
or store where employer and employee plan 
together, work together, share together their 
losses and crosses, their bonuses and benefits, 
in a spirit of comradeship, and lo, you have 
found the soul of Christmas incarnate in vital 
human relations! — 

How widely the celebration of Christmas has 
spread! All races and tongues once a year wit- 
ness the gaudy garments of Christmas. But 
the hour cometh and now is when the peoples 
of the earth are beginning to recognize its deep 
unseen reality. This mighty fact is witnessed 
in what the Christ of Galilee taught and lived 
is the one and only standard of ethics which is 
capable of universal application and universal 
acceptance. 

“The Christ way of living” is imperative, un- 
answerable, inescapable, and inevitable. It sits 
in the legislative and judicial assemblies of men 
and nations, approves the right and vetoes the 
wrong, so that no issue is settled until it is set- 
tled right. Gandhi sees this new Christ ethics 
and lives it, tho he still wears the garments of 
his ancestral faith. Japan sees and under- 
stands. Leaders of new China are followers of 
His star. In Europe men catch a glimpse now 
and again of this “White Comrade” at Lacarno, 
Geneva, or Lausanne. This regal Christ Spirit 
made possible the Peace Bridge at Buffalo, kept 
us out of war with Mexico, and is the one star 
of hope in our international sky. That again 
is the soul of Christmas incarnate in vital hu- 
man relations! 


Humanity on Trek to Bethlehem 
REV. W. FRANKLIN HARKEY 


Text: “And it came to pass, as the angels 
were gone away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said one to another, Let us now go 
even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which 
is come to pass, which the Lord hath made 
known to us.” Luke 2:15. 


Once a year at least the world turns toward 
Bethlehem. At Christmas time humanity is on 
trek again to the little town! However far 
astray men and women may go from the paths 
of rectitude and right, or however filled their 
lives become with material things, eventually 
they turn wistfully toward Bethlehem. The 
world is a large place, and there are many 
interesting places, and there are many histo- 
rical towns, but Bethlehem is unique. 

Little towns have had much to do with world 
history. We think today of the big cities— 
their buildings, their commercial and political 
power awe us. We forget that some of the 
noblest souls of the world came from small 
towns. Two thousand years ago there were 
big cities, cities of power and influence; but the 
Lord of Glory was born in an obscure town in 
Judea. Rome was at the zenith of her power. 


Yonder on her seven hills she sat as the mis- 
tress of the world. Jerusalem was known in 
all the earth, and many other cities of that 
time, had glory, or their glory was passing 
away. We think of Athens and Corinth, and a 
score of cities that were noted for culture and 
commerce, but they live now only in history. 
The historian tells of them, but the poet and 
singers tell only of Bethlehem. 

Humanity goes on trek once a year to Beth- 
lehem because our Lord was born there. We 
hear again the angel voice saying: “Behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy which 
shall be to all the people; for there is born to 
you this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
who is Christ the Lord.”” And with the angel 
the heavenly choir joins: 

“Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace among men in whom He is 
well pleased.” 

Heaven and earth gathered in joyful adora- 
tion around the Christ-child as He lay there in 
a manger. The blessings of that event are re- 
newed to us from year to year. As we journey 
to Bethlehem, there are no agnostics, no un- 
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believers, no scoffers, for the Presence of the 
Babe dispells all doubts and fears. 

It will be of interest to study the personnel 
of the pilgrims who journey to Bethlehem, and 
to find out their purpose, and see how they are 
moved by what they see and hear. What 
classes of people are on trek to Bethlehem? 
In the first instance they were shepherds. 
Men have debated why the announcement of 
the birth of Jesus was not made to the religious 
leaders of the day, or heralded in Jerusalem, or 
in Rome. But, God saw fit to reveal to these 
humble men His way and plan of salvation for 
the race. 


Thus has it ever been that God has revealed 
His will to men and women of humble hearts 
and simple ways. When Jesus Himself would 
set in motion His plan for the conquest of the 
world He selected twelve men. As we study the 
character of these men, we find that they were 
men from the humbler stations of life. God 
often expresses His will and way through the 
lives of men and women whom the world may 
little regard as proper mediums of expressing 
great truth. 


But, it should be noticed, too, that wise men 
are on this same trek to Bethlehem. In 
Matthew’s account of the birth of Jesus it is 
recorded: “Now when Jesus was born in Beth- 
lehem of Judea, in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the East came to Jeru- 
salem, saying, Where is He that is born king 
of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east, 
and are come to worship Him.” It is signifi- 
cant that in the hour of the birth of Jesus, the 
heart of humanity was stirred with a restless 
spirit, a spirit of quest for the Holy Child. 

The birth of Jesus not only struck a respon- 
sive chord in the heart of the humble shep- 
herds, but the learned of earth were movéd to 
make the pilgrimage in search of Jesus. And 
throughout the centuries the same thing has 
been happening. Jesus appeals today to both 
the learned and the unlearned, both rich and 
poor, the king on the throne and the peasant! 
All men, of whatever condition or station in 
life, need to make this pilgrimage. In the 
fulness of time Jesus came to the entire human 
family. The Incarnation is God answering hu- 
manity’s cry for reality. 

The birth of Jesus set in motion the Judean 
shepherds and the wise men from the East. 
And since that time humanity’s thought has 
gone out to Bethlehem, and what happened 
there has attracted the wonder of men in all 
the centuries. These men went on quest to 
confirm their visions. The shepherds had 
heard a voice and a song. The wise men dis- 
covered a new message in a new star. No 
doubt to shepherds and wise men alike there 
came the thought: May this not all simply be 
a dream, the flimsy texture of a dream, utterly 
without reality? With questionings in their 
‘minds as to what it all might mean, they set 
out on their journey. It is this longing for 


The EXPOSITOR 


December, 1927 


certainty that has lured men on in all the ages. 
We have witnessed in our day the eagerness 
with which men set out to confirm their 
theories in the scientific world. We see this 
spirit when some man sets out to make a dis- 
covery which he hopes will mean the enrich- 
ment of life. A spirit of restlessness even now 
possesses the minds of men. Our world has 
suddenly opened up great and new exploits in 
conquering the air and in subduing the ele- 
ments. Life is all a-tingle with questions in 
the material realm, and men are eager to find 
the answers to their questions. 

Moreover, we shall fully realize the quest of 
humanity only when we see in it a great spirit- 
ual quest. Two thousand years ago the world 
was spiritually hungry. Centuries of longing 
and looking for a Messiah had made some begin 
to doubt whether or not God would visit the 
race. The sad fact was that the world to which 
Jesus came was living as though no God ex- 
isted. Despair was written over heathenism. 
Sin and iniquity prevailed, and the heathen 
gods were powerless to bring satisfaction. 
Among the people, where God had a right to 
look for the bright light of holiness and right- 
eousness, religion had become a mere formal- 
ity. 

The tragedy of much of our life today is the 
fact that so many people are living as though 
Jesus had never been born in Bethlehem. If 
the Christmas season will bring back a renewal 
of spiritual life to Christians and hope to those 
who are burdened with the cares of life, then, 
this pilgrimage will not be in vain. The world 
still hungers, and its hunger can be satisfied 
with nothing less than spiritual good. 

What a spirit of reverence these ancient 
visitors to Bethlehem possessed! What is the 
attitude of those who come to Bethlehem today? 
The little town is still the center of attraction 
for tourists who visit the Holy Land. Some go 
there out of curiosity, some because the spot 
is put on the itinerary, while others go with 
reverent mind and heart. A spirit of worship 
is seen in the shepherds and wise men as they 
find Mary and Joseph, and the Babe. The 
shepherds told what they had heard concerning 
the Child. The wise men tarried for worship 
and left their gifts to the new-born King. Their 
lives were changed as they went on their way 
with a new spirit of devotion and love for God. 

The Advent season teaches us the spirit of 
worship and reverence. There is much evil 
abroad. Human life is dreadfully cheap as we 
think of those who are murdered and killed 
each year. There is corruption in public life, 
and men have lost control of their passions. 
Our life needs a rebaptism of holy reverence. 
Matthew Arnold said that the nations of 
antiquity collapsed for want of two great vir- 
tues: “Chastity and charity.” If we are to 
judge our life today, apparently there are a 
number of virtues we need to regain. The sea- 
son offers an opportunity to recoup the holy 
things which we have lost. 


God is still seek- 


ee 
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ing to enter our lives. Jesus is ready to come 
in, if we will invite Him. Our invitation should 
be: 
“QO come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
_ There is room in my heart for Thee.” 

’ It will not suffice for us simply to go in spirit 
to Bethlehem once a year. That may become 
a mere custom by the calendar. But, if we 
would truly follow the Holy Child, we must do 
more than that. It has been more than nine- 
teen centuries since God, in answer to the 
needs of men, sent His only begotten Son to our 
earth. And still millions have never heard the 
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Gospel story. Our journey to Bethlehem will 
not have been in vain, if we but see the Christ 
and let Him breathe His own spirit into our 
lives. 


“O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by! 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years 

Are met in thee tonight.” 


How Far is Bethlehem 
REV. EDWARD C. PETRIE, D. D. 


“Tet us now go even unto Bethlehem and see 
this thing’ which is come to pass which the Lord 
hath made known to us.” Luke 2:15. 


“How far to Bethlehem? 

For I would be among the first to see 
That strange new star in the Judean skies; 
To seek and find the new is to be wise 
And wisdom is a sacred quest with me— 
How far to Bethlehem? 


O far too far to find it, pilgrim soul, 

As far as east from west, or pole from pole.” 

These verses by Molly Anderson Haley, sug- 
gest a theme for our Christmas meditation. 
“How far to Bethlehem?” 

It was only a little way for the shepherds. 
The traditional field pointed out as the place 
where the shepherds were watching their flocks 
when the angel appeared and the heavenly 
choir sang, is just outside the town and a walk 
of a few minutes would bring them to the place 
where Mary had laid the babe in a manger. 

We should have much farther to go. Bethle- 
hem is a third of the way around the world. 
But even at that it is not so far as once it was. 
Thousands are making the pilgrimage every 
year. It is less than twenty days away. A 
score or more ships leave Atlantic ports for the 
Holy Land during the winter months of every 
year and all of them will take you to Bethle- 
hem. But I warn you that if you go you will 
need to carry something in your heart for the 
reality may be different from your dreams. 

I cannot remember a time when I did not 
dream of going to Bethlehem and look forward 
to the journey. I had thought of walking alone 
or with a few kindred spirits into the village, of 
sitting down by the well that David drank from 
and of going reverently into the old church, 
which marks the spot where the infant Jesus 
was laid, to meditate on what that life so 
humbly begun had meant to me and my fellow 
men. I had thought of being in Bethlehem at 
night when there was no moon and only the 
stars were shining so that I might better imag- 
ine that other night long ago when one star 
brighter than all the rest guided the wise men 
to the village. 


It was late afternoon when we went to Beth- 
lehem. The few kindred spirits of my dreams 
were swollen to more than a hundred not all 
kindred either. We went not on foot, not 
quietly, but bundled into motor cars to the 
accompaniment of staccato commands from 
Arab dragomen. We whirled down the Hebron 
road past the tomb of Rachel by the roadside, 
halted for a few moments at the fountain 
where the wise men were said to have halted 
on their journey. We had a view of terraced 
hillsides covered with vineyards and then the 
white stone buildings of the town covering the 
slope of a hill came into view and in a few 
moments we had halted in a plaza in front of 
the Church of the Nativity. It is an old, old 
church, perhaps the oldest Christian church in 
the world. 


One enters by a door so low that one must 
stoop. The roof is supported by two rows of 
marble columns which once bore paintings 
now scarcely to be discerned. The jealousy of 
sects has thrust a blank partition crosswise of 
the building hiding the altar and altogether 
marring the interior. Underneath the altar is 
a narrow crypt perhaps forty feet long by ten 
feet wide. Three stairways lead to the under- 
ground room. One for Latin Christians, one 
for Greek Christians and another for Armenian 
Christians. At one end of the room there is a 
shrine above which fifteen candles are kept 


continually burning, five for each one of the 


sects. There are artificial flowers in vases, a 
number of very old paintings on the walls 
dimmed by the smoke from a million tapers and 
just in front of the shrine behind a metal 
railing a silver star is set in the pavement 
which bears this inscription in Latin, “Here 
Jesus Christ was born of Mary.” A member 
of the Palestinian police stands on guard. 
Some of the company are careless or at least 
unimpressed. To them it is only another sight 
like Gibraltar or the Pyramids. Others seem 
deeply reverent and impressed. We go up from 
the crypt, tip the priest in charge, and out into 
the streets of Bethlehem to be importuned by 
a score of eager hucksters who insist that we 
buy souvenirs of the town where Christ was 
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Will Your 
Christmas Shopping 
Include A 
New Organ 


RE you in doubt as to just how to go about selecting it? A 
church need not depend blindly on others when choosing an 
organ. There are tested, proven guides to follow. 


For the benefit of those committees who are unfamiliar with 
organs but wish to be fairly certain of securing a praiseworthy 
instrument, here are six questions they should ask themselves. 


—_ 
. 


What should we look for as of greatest importance? 


> 


Of what should we be particularly careful to beware? 


so 


If we intend to hear organs already in churches, how 
should we select the organs? 


= 


How can we know that the builder we decide on, really 
builds every organ individually for a particular church? 


“a 


Who will do the extremely important work of voicing our 
organ? 


a 


What is one of the very best sources from which to get 
unbiased, expert opinion about organs in general? 


lig hate these questions seem logical, sensible and trustworthy? 
Next month our answers to them will be given. In the 


meantime we invite and will gladly reply to inquiries seeking 
more information on any or all of the above questions. 


THE HALL ORGAN COMPANY, WEST HAVEN, CONN. 


HALL 


ORGANS 
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born—little stars cut from mother of pearl or 
chains of olive wood. That was the way we 
went to Bethlehem. As the years go by I shall 
forget the automobiles, the herding guides, the 
narrow streets none too clean, the hucksters 
and the children with their hands outstretched 
for “backsheesh” and I shall only remember 
that for a short hour I stood very near where 
a little baby, who was the hope of the world, 
first opened his eyes upon a world that needed 
him more than it needed anything else. But 
plainly there must be some other—some spirit- 
ual approach to Bethlehem. 


It may help us to answer the question, “How 
far to Bethlehem?” to think of the path 
through history that led to Bethlehem. The 
prophets of Israel cried “How far to Bethle- 
hem?” “I shall see him but not now, I shall 
behold him but not near.” Always it was 
their faith in the coming one that sustained 
spiritual Israel. The nation built itself around 
the hope of a God who would some day come 
nearer than He had ever come. They were not 
permitted to make any image of Him nor any 
picture of Him. He was veiled behind the 
curtain of the holy of holies and none but the 
high priest might even approach that awful 
place, but they consoled themselves with the 
thought that some day He would appear, some 
day they would be eye witnesses of His glory, 
majesty and power. And so, because it was 
foretold that this should happen at Bethlehem, 
all the prophets from Moses on, looked forward 
in expectation and all the temple ritual was, in 
a sense, just a preparation for what should 
come to pass at Bethlehem; so that the longings 
and prayers and faith of one of the most re- 
markable peoples on earth centered there. 


How far to Bethlehem for you and me? All 
that the prophets looked forward to came to 
pass at Bethlehem. All the old temple ritual 
has been fulfilled. God, the eternal and invisi- 
ble, who in other ages hid himself from men, 
because they were not able to comprehend His 
presence, came at last in the person of a babe 
born in Bethlehem. It is a stupendous fact. 
It is such a marvellous happening that it has 
staggered the faith of the world. The Eternal 
breaking through the shell of our humanity, 
revealing Himself, making Himself known, cor- 
recting all the errors about Himself that men 
had grown up with through the ages! All this 
has seemed to the world too strange, too good, 
to be true. For men have said: “This peasant 
born of Mary and laid in a cattle stall in Beth- 
lehem, this cannot be the incarnation of the 
majesty and greatness of an Infinite Creator 
who holds the universe in His hand, who set the 
stars rolling in their courses. This does not 
meet our idea of God at all. God, when He ap- 
pears, must dazzle us, appall us.” So, much’ of 
the world scoffs at Bethlehem, doubts it and in 
its heart wishes longingly that it might be true. 
‘ So when you and I go to Bethlehem we shall 
have to go thoughtfully. We shall have to go 
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with open minds. We shall have to go with 
faith and we shall have to go humbly and 
ready to be taught. 

It will be a long way to Bethlehem if we go 
in our own wisdom or in our pride of human 
understanding. The way of God with men— 
the very wisdom of God is revealed at Bethle- 
hem. It is a question whether any man ever 
found God with his intellect. You might know 
all that philosophy has ever thought or written 
about Him. You might be master of all the 
theories that have been propounded in regard 
to Him and still not find Him. The only way 
men have found God is through Jesus the 
Christ. We find Him when we are enmeshed 
in the folly of our sin and suffering the conse- 
quences of it, just as the woman who was a 
sinner found Him, just as Zaccheus the extor- 
tionate tax-gatherer found Him, just as the 
blind beggar found Him when he cried out, 
“Jesus thou son of David, have mercy on me.” 
We find Him as the woman suffering from long 
infirmity found Him when she touched the hem 
of His garment and was made whole. 


“Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this 
thing which is come to pass which the Lord 
hath made known to us.” 


“How far to Bethlehem? 

For I would be the first to kneel 

Beside the little Christ, the cradled King, 
My gold all that I prize, I humbly bring 
And bid him use my gifts to help and heal. 
How far to Bethlehem? 


O near, so near almost your eyes can trace 

The smile that rests on Mary Mother’s face 

How far to Bethlehem? Perhaps it is far 
away for some of you. The year has somewhat 
hardened you. You have grown selfish and 
cynical. The things of our faith seem less real 
to you than they did a*year ago. Perhaps you 
do not pray as much as once you did or prayer 
is now only an empty form and all religious 
duty seems irksome. If any of those things are 
true then this Christmas season is an invitation 
to you to go to Bethlehem again and find once 
more the Saviour whom the world with its 
cares and its insistence on material things has 
obscured and made unreal to you. 

Christmas sets us once a year on a journey 
to Bethlehem. Once a year it moves us to set 
the clock of our souls in time with His soul 
who was born there. Christmas is a sort of 
surveyor’s chain that tells us how far we have 


to go to get once more into sympathy with the , 


spirit of “good will toward men” that was pro- 
claimed there. 

Bethlehem was a far, far cry for the wise 
men. They came seeking in the name of earth- 
ly learning and human understanding, the con- 
firmation of a prophecy they had read in the 
literature of an alien people and to learn what 
effect it would have on the political complexion 
of their time. They left the gifts they had 
brought intended for one born to earthly rule 


stuatte: 
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| Earnings vs. Expenses 


Your earnings do not increase, your expenses do not decrease when 
you are ‘laid up.” You can’t dispense with food, clothing, shelter, 
medical care. Protect your family, your home comforts, your peace 
of mind, your savings, by insuring in the M. C. U. 


If you are an active clergyman under 65 years, in good health, these 


are the benefits you can secure under our Decade policy. It provides 
more real insurance per dollar of cost than any other policy issued 
in America. 

Double Single 
ACCIDENT BENEFITS Benefit Benefit 
Total disability, one day to five years—weekly indemnity $ 28.00 14.00 
Partial disability, not over 26 weeks—weekly indemnity... 14.00 7.00 
eathiayeNccidentyeees rere cay a ee Eh aa 4,000.00 2,000.00 
Loss of two limbs, weekly indemnity as above............ Plus 4,000.00 2,000.00 
Loss of both eyes, ~ i - Rahat ne Plus 4,000.00 2,000.00 
Loss of one limb, a 9) Peres AY | Plus 2,000.00 1,000.00 
: Loss of one eye, rs i; fy pairs Plus 1,000.00 500.00 
f Non-disabling accidents, doctor's bill up to —.-.-22222222.--.--.- 20.00 10.00 

For fractures, sprains, amputations, etc, liberal optional settlements. 


| SICKNESS BENEFITS 
Total disability, during house confinement (limit 52 weeks) 


SAP IDET tha oe) Ie De a Re pe 21.00 10.50 
Total disability, while not confined (limit 26 wks), per week 10.50 No) 


For fatal illness the minimum sickness benefit is-..............- 200.00 100.00 
All diseases are covered. To partly offset the high cost of 
| insuring older members, no benefit is allowed for the 
first week of any sickness after age 55; with this 
exception, full first week coverage. 
Sickness provisions become effective after 30 days membership. 


SURGICAL OPERATIONS 
ROMNOusercOMnemlen csr DCImILCeR meen tee eee eee 28.00 14.00 
This increased scale of operation benefits is effective only 

after one year of membership. 


COST 
This complete sickness and accident coverage, per yearonly 24.00 12.00 
Onnimepaina quarterly: per quarters) .2 2.5.20 sect tet 6.00 3.00 
On policies issued after age 55, per quarter._.........-...-.-...- 8.00 4.00 
Application Fee, covering cost to April 15, 1928... 8.00 4.00 


Write now for literature and application blank. 


The Ministers Casualty Union 


Incorporated 1900 
Suite 402, 15th and Oak Grove, Minneapolis, Minn. 


Life, Accident and Sickness insurance at bottom cost for clergymen only 
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and they went away not very much wiser than 
when they came. 

Bethlehem was near for the shepherds. They 
came over the hill into the village, knelt humbly 
before the child and went away glorifying God 
for what they had seen and heard. And Beth- 
lehem is very near for you and me. It is as 
near as our need. Just as near as that resolve 
we make in our hearts today, to live in fellow- 
ship with Him who was born there and to rule 
our lives by His law of love and service. Beth- 
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lehem is as near as the little child whose heart 
you will gladden with a Christmas gift, as near 
as the needy soul you will cheer by sharing 
some of your plenty. 

Bethlehem is as near as the good will that is 
in your heart toward all men! Bethlehem is as 
near as the peace which is in your heart be- 
cause you wish all men well! 

“How far to Bethlehem? 

O near, so near almost your eyes can trace 

The smile on Mary Mother’s face.” 


“‘None Other Name’’ 
REV. S. R. BRATCHER 


Text: “And his name shall be called...” 
Isaiah 9:6. 

Just how many names, or titles, has our 
Lord? Gabriel announcing the Miracle to the 
Virgin, commanded her to call him Jesus. This 
Mary did on the 8th day and by this name, 
prophetic of his mission, he was familiarly 
known to his family and friends. In Isaiah’s 
prophecy, he is Immanuel; in Daniel’s vision he 
is the Messiah; his disciples invariably ad- 
dressed him as Master, and his enemies as the 
Friend of sinners. St. Paul was partial to the 
term Christ and used it more than all of the 
New Testament writers. Jesus declared him- 
self repeatedly to be the “Son of man,” while 
God, the Father, joyfully acknowledged Him 
as His own “begotten Son.” 

oh ete 

But these different appellations should occa- 
us no concern. They simply show how far the 
Hebrew life and language were influenced by 
pagan culture. Jesus is a Latin corruption of 
the Hebrew Jehoshuah, that is; Jehovah saves. 
Christ, the Greek christos is equivalent to the 
Hebrew Messiah, meaning annointed. Thus, 
both in the Old and the New Records, more 
than a hundred names are given our Lord 
Jesus, and yet, his life made every one of them 
gloriously significant! 

* * * 

Centuries before the Star of Bethlehem 
arose, Isaiah gave the coming King a handful 
of quite appropriate titles: “And his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace.” He IS Wonderful, indeed, as 
evidenced by his earthly ministry. “And all 
bare him witness and wondered at the gracious 
words which proceeded out of his mouth” for 
“never man spake like this man.” As Coun- 
sellor, He IS the noblest of friends and ad- 
visors, “The words I speak unto you are life,” 
therefore, “let not your heart be troubled 
neither let it be afraid.” He was none other 
than the Mighty God encamped in human flesh, 
“T am Alpha and Omega saith the Lord, who is, 
and was, and is to come, The Almighty.” More 
‘than once He declared His oneness with the 
Father, “I and my Father are one,” said He 
to the astonished multitude, and to Philip He 


confided, “whoever hath seen me hath also 
seen the father.” But He is the Prince of 
Peace, the incarnation of all Harmony—that 
wonderful gift of God’s love, the passion of the 
prophet, the song of the angel, the desire of the 
nations, the mission of the Messiah, and the 
effulgent glory of His endless Kingdom! 
Pe ae 

Wherever I go and wherever I look, there is 
something suggesting His name and advertis- 
ing His Kingdom. When I sit at meat, I am 
mindful that He IS the Bread of Life; from 
every marsh and hill, he gushes forth the 
Fountain of living waters, the Dayspring of 
my thirst. He IS the Good Shepherd of every 
fold in every field the Watchman of the dark- 
est night, and the Light of the brightest day. 
He IS the Rose of Sharon in every garden, the 
True Vine in every vineyard, and the Passover 
of every feast. He IS the Head of the Church, 
the Corner-Stone of every abiding structure, 
the open Door to the haven of rest, and the 
beloved Captain of our salvation. He IS the 
Arm of the Lord in every victory, the Faithful 
Witness at every trial, the Resurrection at 
every funeral, and the Lamb of God upon every 
altar! He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, 
and the sheltering Rock in a weary land. I 
recognize Him as my Teacher, my Mediator, 
my Redeemer, and my Friend. He IS the Ad- 
vocate of all, the Great High Priest, the ex- 
press Image of God, the King of kings, and the 
Lords of lords! 

* * * 

The Persian astronomers were looking for a 
King of world dimensions; they knew not his 
name. Balaam, the son of Beor and one of 
their own countrymen, centuries before, had 
given them the cue to their quest. “There shall 
come a Star out of Jacob,” he had said. And 
for thirty generations “the wise men of the 
east” had seen and recorded every phenomenal 
change in the heavens, and when the Star at 
last appeared over Judea, they recognized it as 


the sign of the “Scepter that should arise out of ~ 


Israel.” But they knew NOT his name; they 
knew only the attributes which would char- 
acterize his person when they should behold 
him. Upon being told that the King of the 
Jews was not to be born among the royalty of 
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Here is the new Church Building erected after the First Baptist Church of Oil City, Pa., had 
burned down to the ground. 


By The M°CALL PLAN 


Here is a Dignified and Effective Way to Raise Church 
Funds— Your Church Should Participate. 


McCALL’S 


Greatest Year is 
Just Starting 


TICK than 2,200,000 copies of 
McCall’s Magazine are now 


going to eager readers each month. 
And for 1928, McCall readers will enjoy 
even more brilliant fiction, absorbing fea- 
ture articles, wise and authoritative coun- 
selon personal and home problems and the 
newest Paris Fashions each month, 


A Program That Will Appeal 
to Church People 


“The Life and Letters of Gene Stratton- 
Porter’’ by her daughter; ‘“‘The Glory of 
Living,’’ an autobiography by the late 
James Oliver Curwood; great, clean. and 
wholesome novels by Temple Bailey, Zane 
Grey, Ethel M. Dell, Rafael Sabatini, 
Margaret Pedler, Beatrice Grimshaw, Bea- 
trice Burton Morgan; inspiring short sto- 
ries by foremost writers such as Rudyard 
Kipling, Louis Joseph Vance, Vingie E. 
Roe, Coningsby Dawson; informative ar- 
ticles by Lady Astor, Basil King, Rev. S. 
Parkes Cadman, Colonel House and others; 
the renowned McCall Home-making De- 
partments; the Best Sermon of the Month 
as reviewed by Rev. Joseph Fort Newton. 


McCALL’S MAGAZINE 
10c per copy, $1.00 per year. 


ee Ladies Aid of this First Bap- 
tist Church decided to take up 
the McCall Plan when faced with a 
tremendous building problem. They 
have already received McCall checks 
totalling $853.50, and the chairman, 
Mrs. H.G. Johnson, writes us“... you 
have no idea how this money we get 
from McCall’s has helped us, for we 
are a small Church and not a wealthy 


congregation.” 

10,000 other churches have found the McCall 
Plan to be easy, effective and dignified. Would 
some member or group in your Church want to 
take advantage of our offer? 


This Coupon Will Bring Full Information 


Dept. EX., McCALL’S MAGAZINE, 
McCall Street, Dayton, Ohio. 


Please give all the details of this McCall Plan, 
without putting us under any obligation or 
expense. 


Street and 
Number 


City and 
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Jerusalem, they were temporarily disappointed 
but not discouraged. And when at the end of 
their journey, they knelt before this Holy 
Child, his lowly birth vanished with the speed 
of thought, and THERE they crowned him— 
not as Immanuel, or Shiloh, or the Ancient of 
Days, or even Christ Jesus, but they crowned 
him LORD OF ALL! 
* * * 

The magi were quite indifferent to the 
NAME; they were interested only in the PER- 
SON. To them any name was merely the 
shadow of the substance, a sign of the signi- 
fied, a suggestion of the real, and with them we 
heartily acquiesce, save in religion. But here 
we swear by names and with the name as a 
wedge we divide communities and even fami- 
lies. We have never shown much wisdom at 
this point. This spurious idea about names 
seems indigenous to the race. Names were 
everything to the one-way Pharisees. Jerusa- 
lem outweighed all other cities regardless of 
WHOEVER came out of them. The unstable 
Corinthians were sticklers for names. This 
was grievous to St. Paul who was helpless to 
stay this grotesque error. The apostles and 
fathers of the early Church held tenaciously to 
names and many of them foolishly suffered 
martyrdom for “names” sake. Have we missed 
the Substance trying to seize the shadow? 
Have we mistaken the name for the Person? 

* * * 


Protestants and Catholics alike have dis- 
gusted the heathen with their labyrinth of 
names. The Greeks and the Romans are wor- 
shippers of the shadows. Hungry souls eat the 
mass but find Him not; they gaze upon magnifi- 
cent cathedrals and kneel within them but He 
is not there; they eagerly seek Him in the 
images of the saints but He is not among them; 
they search the languages for titles de luxe but 
alas! He is not there. Protestants smile at 
this traditional nonsense but why should we? 
Our extreme efforts to thrust-in our own pet 
denomination has not only confounded the 
heathen, but it has minimized the efficacy of 
His kingdom here in our own land. Shameful 
confession. We have become confused in the 
bloodless riot of controversy. If we had been 
as wise as the ancient magi, Christ would have 
been crowned King of kings long ago. Un- 
fortunately, in our anxious search for the 
name, we have missed that which the magi 
found, the KING! 


* * * 


The heathen do not need, neither do they 
want our denominationalism, but they do need 
and would accept Christ who is the supreme 
Person in every denomination of Christendom. 
And they will gladly accept Him, provided, 
they can get Him free of all European-Ameri- 
can adulterations. Ah! this is the rub. They 
. want the Prince of Peace without munitions of 
war. The consolation of Israel is very accept- 
able, while the commercial sharks of Europe 
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and America masquerading in His name are 
not. In truth, they want the world’s Re- 
deemer free of foreign labels. But they are 
weary of names, DENOMINATIONALISM— 
names dear to us but meaningless to them. For 
instance, China’s need today is not water bap- 
tism, but the Spirit of Christ. India’s need 
right now is not the Apostles’ Creed, but the 
Sermon on the Mount. The world need is not 
denominationalism, but fraternalism—univer- 
sal brotherhood. 


* * *% 


Our Lord had somewhat so say of service in 
His name. Concerning prayer, He gave these 
comforting words to His disciples, “And what- 
soever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
If ye shall ask anything in my name, I will do 
it. . . . Hitherto ye have asked nothing in my 
name: ask and ye shall receive, that your joy 
may be full.” But this power through His 
name must be used for others and it was. 
Through this name thousands were converted, 
prayers were offered, the sick were healed, and 
the sacraments administered. This name was 
heralded “far above every name,” young con- 
verts were admonished to “do all things to the 
glory of this name,” and to “walk worthy the 
name by which they were called.” Peter in his 
Pentecost sermon swept the multitude with this 
name, “And it shall come to pass that whoso- 
ever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall 
be saved.” In another sermon he reached the 
climax of Christian preaching. “There is none 
other name under heaven,” he declared, “given 
to men, whereby we must be saved!” Dogmatic 
but true. There is none other name. Con- 
fucius, Gautama, Osiris, Zoriaster, and all 
other names pale into twilight before the Morn- 
ing Star of Judea. 


“What’s in a name?” inquired Juliet, “that 
which we call a rose, by any other name, would 
smell as sweet.” Even so. Nor is Juliet the 
first and only one to ask that question. Hebrew 
names were most often prophetic of the life. 
Of course many failed to live up to the proph- 
ecy, and others had names so different from 
their experience that like Naomi they won- 
dered, “Why call me sweet when my life has 
been so bitter?” Names at best are but little 
conveniences, the life is everything. Emerson 
in his dotage had forgotten Longfellow’s name 
but he remembered his “beautiful soul.” No 
one till this day knows the real name of 
Chrysostom, but all Christendom is familiar 
with the character that made it sublime. What 
does it matter if Thomas Bridges is merely the 
accommodated appelation of a soul that made 
it a synonym of service? Booker T. Washing- 
ton is the adopted name of a negro waif who 
filled it with fame. After all, “What’s in a 
name?” Whether we adopt as our watchword 
“Christian” or “Disciple,” “Friend” or “Jesuit,” 
“Methodist” or “Nazarene,” or any other name 
whatsoever, let us wear it to the exclusive 
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Select Notes 


By Amos R. Wexts, Litt.D., LL.D. 


The world’s greatest commentary on the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lessons for 1928. It contains everything necessary to 
a teacher's preparation. Price $1.90. Prepaid $2.00. 


A Daily Digest of the S.S. Lessons 
By Amos R. WeEx ts, Litt.D., LL.D. 


A short, concise and intensely practical summary of the Lessons for 
the busy Bible student and Sunday School worker Cloth bound 35¢ 
Leather bound soc. Vest-pocket size. 


Know Your Bible? 
By Amos R. Wexts, Litt.D., LL.D. 


Educational as well as entertaining. 1500 questions and answers 
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eo 33 Unto Victory ¢ matte 
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GX. By Greorce A. Gorpon, D.D., LL.D iN Ka 
¢ Pastor of The Old South Church, Boston a 
& unto a victorious end where peace in absolute trust prevails and 


where the spirit of the Twenty-third Psalm will fill the reader's 
mind. Price $1.25. 


Booxs ON CHILD TRAINING 
OUR GIRLS AND OUR TIMES— THE HEART OF A CHILD —By 


By Caroune Benepict Burretr. A VIRGINIA TeRHUNE VAN DE WATER 
frank discussion of the problems con- Mothers and teachers will recognize the 
fronting our growing girls and their tremendous importance of wise and sym- 
parents. Invaluable volume for mothers _ pathetic action during this impressionable 
and teachers. Price $1.25. 160pp. Cloth _ period. Price $1.50 224 pp. Cloth 


Wilde’s Bible Picture Set 


Sixty. pictures enclosed in portfolio, illustrating the Uniform 
Lessons for 1928. 90 cents postpaid. 
Send for illustrated catalogue of over 8oosubjects Price 14¢ each. 


W.A. WILDE COMPANY 
BOSTON « CHICAGO 
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glory and honor of that ONE NAME, the Only 
Name whereby we must be saved. 
* * * 

“And his name shall be called—?” The 
whole is always equal to the sum of all its 
parts. Christ is ALL IN ALL, while every 
race and every creed is but a part of the 
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divine Whole. And truly His name is legion. 
“And He shall be calle dthe Annointed, the 
Bridegroom, the Carpenter, the Deliverer, the 
Judge, the Lamb of God, the Ransom of the 
Lord, the Lion of Judah, the Son of God, and 
the HOLY CHILD OF BETHLEHEM.” 


A Season of Refreshing 
REV. REYNOLD B. BODEN, Manchester, Eng. 


“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men.” Luke 2:14. 

Once more the Christmas is here, with its 
joy and its charm and its tender associations. 
The Christian calendar would be the poorer 
without this holy and blessed season, for it 
softens the hearts of the hardest of men, and 
for a day we have a semblance of the Kingdom 
of God on earth. The most selfish and unlikely 
people pack up parcels and write letters of 
good-will, which proves that no one of God’s 
creatures is wholly vile. There is a spark of 
divinity in every one of us, and the Christmas 
season brings it to light, the season in which 
we remember the birth of the little Child who 
changed the whole direction of the world’s 
history. 

His influence is as dominating in the Christ- 
mas today as ever it was. His power gains 
greater hold as the years go by. If people ask 
us what as Christian folk, we are agitating 
for we need only reply, a Perpetual Christmas, 
a Christmas which lasts all the year; instead 
of two or three days of good-will and sweet 
charity in each year. We desire three hundred 
and sixty-five such days. We are out to change 
the whole tone and spirit of this usually hard 
world, where men regard each other jealously 
and in a mood of suspicion and'of criticism. If 
the seeming miracle can be wrought at Christ- 
mas time by the spirit of Christ, it can be made 
into a permanent mood among men. That is 
what we Christian folk are working for, and 
God bless us in all our endeavors towards that 
end. A cuurch is to be judged, not by the num- 
ber of services it holds, not by the stateliness 
of its ritual, but by the amount of Christ-spirit 
that emanates from its fellowship. 

For a season we must be joyous when men 
have regard for one another. Christmas is a 
joyous season, but we Christian folk need to be 
perfectly sure in our minds why it is a joyous 
season. We must not lose sight of the central 
fact of the Christmas gaiety. So many things 
have crept into this holy season from pagan 
origins. The heathen festival of Saturnalia 
has provided us with many drapings for our 
Christian Christmas celebrations, and, needless 
to say, they have nothing whatever to do with 

_the spiritual fact forever enshrined for us in 
the mingled poetry and pathos of the story of 
the Christ-child. I am not advocating the aboli- 


tion of turkeys, Santa Claus, holly and mistle- 
toe, the Yule log and Christmas carols, many of 
which are of pagan origin and merely con- 
vivial, but I do say that must not allow these 
irrelevancies to obscure the central idea; we 
must not allow pagan trivialities pleasing as 
many of them are, to hide the meaning of a 
Baby’s birth nearly two thousand years ago in 
Bethlehem. 

What is this central idea that we are to dis- 
entangle from its wrappings? God, our 
Father, loves His human children, and would 
have them live at peace in His home, happy in 
the knowledge of His love. Assurances of His 
love were given by Hosea, Isaiah and innumer- 
able other messengers of His, but man spurned 
them all. And God showed Himself to man in 
a human life, so that we, seeing His beauty, 
His power and His love, might believe. Thus 
we come to the heart of the Christmas message. 
“Theologia Germanica” states it in a nut-shell : 
“Though Christ in Bethlehem a thousand times 

be born, 
And not within thyself, thy soul will be for- 
lorn.” 


The Incarnation must be repeated in the life 
of everyone of us, else we cannot be ealled by 
the Name that is above every name. Our 
Father in heaven calls us to come out of the 
little cell in which each of us dwells, in order 
to share His love with one another. Our wax- 
ing eloquent about the Babe of Bethlehem is 
useless unless the spirit that animated the life 
of the Master is reflected in our little lives. 
Christ is born anew in nearly everyone of us at 
Christmas time. The trouble is that He usual- 
ly lives there for a few days and is then for- 
gotten again for a twelvemonth. If it were 
not so, there would be more love among the 
brethren. The barriers that are broken down 
at Christmas would never be set up again. The 
inner love of the Babe would unite us with God 
and with one another. When Christ is truly 
born within us we must share the good we re- 
ceive. As Browning says in “Christmas Eve”: 

“For I, a man, with men am linked 

And not a brute with brutes; no gain 

That I experience, must remain unshared.” 

We cannot truly celebrate Christmas unless 
we “think on these things;” unless we make a 
solemn vow before Almighty God that we will 
consciously and deliberately go about doing 
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good in the name and in the spirit of Jesus 
Christ, not only on the last few days of the old 
year, but on all the days of all the years, until 
we slip away beyond the night and the sea. 
“And on earth peace among men in whom He 
is well pleased.” 

“There is another fact wrapped up in the 
heart of Christmas that we need to recall in 
the midst of our Yuletide revelling, and that is 
that Jesus was born in a stable and cradled in a 
manger. There was nothing of the Christmas 
FEAST about the earthly accompaniments of 
the Nativity. Poor and weary, Joseph and his 
wife were unable to secure lodging. “There 
was no room for them in the inn.” I am glad 
that Jesus was born in this way. It seems to 
be in keeping with the fitness of things. There 
is something in the human soul that would not 
have it otherwise. If Jesus had been born in 
a palace or if He had been born in a home such 
as Joseph of Arimathea must have possessed, 
there would be a great hole in the heart of the 
Christian Gospel. Jesus was born in a lowly 
cattle-shed, and there is unfathomable meaning 
in the humble circumstances of His birth. 
Privilege, position and power of themselves are 
as nothing in the sight of Almighty God; char- 
acter and conduct are the only things that 
count with the Eternal Love. The joy of the 
“Christian” Christmas is never far away from 
pain. In Spain, as midnight approaches on 
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Christmas Eve, the peasants, representing the 
heavenly host, go in procession from door to 
door, bearing an image of the Mother of Jesus 
with the Babe on her arm but without any 
dignified trappings or vestments. They knock 
at every door and demand entrance for the 
King of Glory, but no one opens to them. At 
length, they go to the church, and deposit the 
effigies in a grotto built to resemble the lowly 
cattle-shed, and as midnight strikes, they kneel 
before them and chant the “Adeste fideles.” 

The joy of Christmas is never far away from 
pain. The distance between the Cradle and the 
Cross is not so very great. Jesus came into 
the world to suffer and to die, and that is the 
lot of most of us. The blessing He brought 
with Him was the assurance that through suf- 
fering and dying, and in triumphing over both, 
is a way opened to a gladness and glory that 
would be hidden otherwise. The Eternal is 
what counts, not the temporal, and it is to the 
Eternal that we should dedicate our best pow- 
ers. Christmas warns us not to “labor for the 
meat that perisheth,” but to concentrate upon 
those virtues that will build up for us and for 
all men the “life that shall endless be.” Christ- 
mas reminds us of the self-identification of God 
with our poor human life, with all its aches 
and its sorrows, and so we are encouraged to 
go on and battle bravely through the mystery 
of things. 
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“Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go 
with them, nothing doubting: for I have sent 
them.’’— Acts 10:20. 

To transmute the high and clean desires of 
his heart into life and action is the Christian’s 
problem. To receive orders from above, under- 
stand them, and then execute them at whatever 
cost they may entail, that is the Christian’s task. 
We approve the good and praise it but the failure 
is in the life expression thereof. Not those who 
hear and approve and praise the Truth are real 
Christians, but those who incarnate the Truth 
in their daily living. 

The world has waited long in spiritual poverty, 
dying through the ages in spiritual darkness, 
starved souls, waiting, not for a new and greater 
revelation of Truth, but for a generation of men 
to interpret the Truth, already given and in- 
finitely sufficient, in their lives that man may see 
it, believe it, accept it, love it, obey it. The world 
wants, God demands, the Kingdom must have: 

Applied Christianity 

Someone has wisely said that success, well 
rounded in life, consists in a Vision and a Task. 
Both are essential. If we have the Vision alone, life 
lapses into the dreamy unreal and we become 
mystical and visionary. If, on the other hand, we 
have only the Task, life runs on the low level, its 
sluggish wheels drive heavily, it is sapless and 


juiceless, lacking throb and thrill and we become 
mere driven drudges. Real, complete life demands 
both elements — Vision and Task. 

Heavenly Vision. Peter was a Jew —so was 
Jesus. Salvation has come to the world by way of 
the Jew. Peter, steeped in all the sacred strictness 
of his people, thought that all men must come 
into salvation by the way of becoming first a 
Jew and then a Christian. He thought, and cor- 
rectly, that there was no way to God save by the 
way of Sacrifice. He failed, however, to see in 
the Sacrifice on Calvary, the new, open and living 
way for all men of all nations. He needed, there- 
fore, the housetop, world-wide vision that he 
might look upon men not from the Jew standpoint, 
but from the Jesus standpoint. That he might 
have his spiritual near-sightedness corrected, God 
gave him a strange, startling, transforming 
Heavenly Vision. 

The difficulty is that we have not seen men as 
Christ sees them. We have made artificial distinc- 
tions for earthly purposes, some good and some 
bad, and we have acted as though we could force 
these distinctions on God and His Kingdom and 
His plan to save men. 

We have failed to see all men as Brothers, with 
a common origin, a common destiny, a common 
sin, a2 common Saviour. We have failed to see 
all men as lost. We don’t realize that men who- 
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ever they are; rich and educated or poor and 
despised, are in sin and, if without Christ, lost 
forever. Immortal Souls we see on the street 
and in the stores walking about here for a little 
while and then both we and they are gone and 
if without God and Christ, they are lost forever. 
We fail to see all men as precious as those whom 


Christ loves. How He does love them! How He 
has shown His love and concern! How we should 
beware of injuring those who are His! How we 


should yearn over the lost whom He loves and for 
whom God in Christ died! 


We have said, No Lord, I have never eaten 
anything common nor unclean. It is impossible 
that I should do such work. I have not been 
raised to do that kind of service. Jt is not con- 
genial work for me. Was it congenial for Peter to 
be told to eat things that he had been taught for 
generations of his ancestors that he should not 
eat and that he felt in all his sensitive nature were 
defiling and degrading and impossible for him to 
eat. Was it congenial for Paul, the man of letters 
and university training and culture and sensitive, 
high-strung spirit, to become as the “‘off-scouring 
of all things’ for the Gentiles that he might win 
them to Christ? Was it congenial for him whose 
taste led him into the rich lore of the ancients 
and who could walk with ease and grace in the 
midst of the savants of his day, to be, for the sake 
of the Gospel, “in labours more abundant, in 
stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, 
in deaths oft. Of the Jews five times received I 
forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with 
rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered ship- 
wreck, a night and a day I have been in the 
deep; in journeyings often, in perils of waters, in 
perils of robbers, in perils by mine own country- 
men, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, 
in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, 
in perils among false brethren; in weariness and 
painfulness, in watchings often in hunger and 
thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.” 
Was this congenial to the natural Paul? Was it 
congenial for Jesus Christ the Infinite Omnipotent 
Son of God to become man in a manger, to be an 
Outcast and neglected One among men above 
whom He was as highly exalted as we are above 
the worms of the earth? Was it congenial for 
Him to be buffeted about by the hatred and 
malice of the Jews and to be at last apprehended 
in the night as a criminal and tried and 
beaten and spit upon and _ scourged and 
sentenced and crucified? Was that congenial? 
And yet we say when we see the Heavenly Vision 
of lowly and exacting service, we never have done 
anything like that, that’s not congenial work for 
us todo. God pity us! If it is not congenial for us 
to be associated with Jesus Christ in the task of 
bringing a lost world to His salvation while we 
are here upon earth, why do we think it will be 
congenial to live with Him in Heaven. I tell 
you we will never have the opportunity to test it 
there if we have not first tried it here. 

' There is too much Aristocracy in some of our 
Churches and too little humble and active Chris- 
tianity, too much social caste and plutocracy 
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and too little of the Spirit of Jesus who was the 
friend of the man and the woman of the streets. 

This was Peter’s attitude and this was the 
reason for the Vision he saw that he might get 
down from his lofty pinnacle upon which he had 
put himself and walk where Jesus had walked. 

If in any of us there is a tendency to religious 
snobbery or to be an ecclesiastical highbrow, may 
we remember and may it humble us that the very 
heart of Peter’s sermon on this occasion was, “‘God 
is no respecter of persons, but in every nation he 
that feareth Him and worketh righteousness is 
acceptable to Him.’”’ May we realize that with the 
form of godliness, but denying the power thereof 
in our lives, the housemaid and servant in our 
home who is loyal to Jesus Christ as her Saviour 
stands higher socially in Heaven than we do. 
Remember the curse on those who forget and cause 
to stumble the Little Ones that believe in Him. A 
Heavenly Vision is humbling, and it radically 
transforms man made standards that we have 
been forcing upon Religion. When any church 
becomes so fine and so proud and so exclusive 
that the humble do not feel at home there, it is 
too fine for Jesus Christ to feel at home in it. 


An Earthly Task. We have seen the Heavenly 
Vision, we have mounted the hill tops and seen 
the beauties of the land beyond and we have been 
affected by the sight and we have determined that 
we shall live changed lives; but after it was all 
over, the vision gradually fades away and the 
drab color of the daily task covers again our lives 
and we forget and it’s gone. The Vision will 
fade, it has no objective existence. It is passing 
and passing forever unless we shall catch its 
marvelous message and hasten to put it into life 
ere it is gone from us. Peter coming down hearing 
the Call from Cornelius and God’s clear command 
in the text is soon found on his way to Caesarea 
for a task that he would not have given a moment’s 
consideration before he had the Heavenly Vision. 
Impossible then, actual now. 


Our difficulty is that we do not get the idea upon 
the canvas of our lives before it has faded and 
gone from us forever. We are as Nebuchadnezzar 
who had a dream and could not even remember 
what he had dreamed much less interpret it. Just 
as in all branches of acquired knowledge there 
remains with us that which we have actually ap- 
plied and applied over and over; so it is in the 
Christian Life and knowledge. To keep it we must 
give it away and apply it. Regarding Truth — 
Not what we Knew, but what we Did, we Have. Not 
what you encourage and get others to do, but 
what You do, that abides. Theoretical Christianity 
is like that described by James. A poor hungry 
beggar comes to our door and asks for a bite of 
food, and we say to him, “food is a fine thing, 
you should have some, be thou fed and clothed,’ 
and then we close the door and return to our 
selfish task. James says that doesn’t amount to 
anything; because it is theoretical only. 

Men are knocking at the Gate but we never go 
down. Mark you! They have been sent of God 
and we profess to be His followers, but we never 

(Continued on page 362) 
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Prophets of the Dawn, by William Pierson Mer- 
rill, D.D. 173 pp. Revell. $1.50. Dr. Merrill makes 
out a strong (some readers will think, an entirely con- 
vineing) case for his contention that the period he 
here describes as the ‘‘Dawn of the Spirit” is next in 
importance to the coming of Christ. It was the 
period of Amos, the pioneer reformer, Hosea, the 
poet, Isaiah, the statesman, and Micah, the tribune. 
Dr. Merrill draws each of these prophets against the 
social, political and religious backgrounds of his time, 
and gives us pictures of them, rich and vivid in color. 
To many, these prophets are little more than names; 
Dr. Merrill makes them live again; and interprets their 
mission and their messages. 

The Gospel According to Mark, by G. Campbell 
Morgan, D.D. 350 pp. Revell. $2.50. Thirty 
sermons on outstanding texts taken from Mark. As we 
might expect from the author, these sermons are ex- 
pository and practical. They reveal Jesus, and make 
his words a “lamp unto our feet and a light unto our 
path.” In an age (like this), one of whose watch- 
words is ‘“‘action,’’ Dr. Morgan would have the hurrying 
crows “go in the company of Jesus, Who ever moved 
with haste, but always with poise and peace.” 

The Speaker’s Bible, Edited by James Hastings, 
D.D. 1 Cor., Part 2, and Philemon. 260 pp. $3.50. 
W. P. Blessing. This great homiletic commentary 
has condensed the best modern sermons into small 
compass — they could be condensed still further with 
advantage to the reader — and has added a wealth of 
illustrative material. Used as a leavener of a minister’s 
thinking, and for its explanatory and illustrative 
material, this commentary ought to add interest and 
power to any minister’s preaching. 


The Life of Christ, by Ernest D. Burton and 


Shailer Mathews. 390 pp. University of Chicago 
Press. $2.00. A revised edition of a work that: has 
served Bible students, and served them well, for a 
generation. Its aim is to provide the student with 
a condensed commentary on the Gospels, and with 
enough of the historical outline given by the Synop- 
tists, and of the interpretation furnished by John, to 
enable one to write his own life of Christ. Topics for 
discussion are suggested for group study; these are 
intended to relate the teaching of Jesus to modern 
problems. If you are willing to do some real study and 
some independent thinking, you will find this a very 
profitable book. 

The Christian Experience of Forgiveness, by 
H. R. Mackintosh, D.D. 299 pp. Harpers. $3.00. 
In an age like ours, that thinks rather lightly of sin, it 
is not surprising that the nature of forgiveness, both 
as to its cost and its experience, incites but super- 
ficial thinking. And yet, the question of forgiveness 
involves the relation of God, man, and the universe. 
Dr. Mackintosh, one of the great thinkers in the Free 
Church of Scotland, treats forgiveness from the point 
of view of the Bible, philosophy, and of Christian 
experience. He shows that it includes not only re- 
mission of penalty, but restoration of fellowship; this 


definition has implications for the church and for 
society, as well as for the individual. This volume is 
one of the great books of the season. It is not hard 
reading, for its style is clear and interesting. 

New Studies in Mystical Religion, by Rufus 
M. Jones, D.D. 205 pp. Maemillan. $1.75. The 
type of mystical experience which forms the basis of 
this discussion, is one “that enriches the religious life 
of man and brings creative energies for the spiritual 
tasks of the race.’”’ Such mysticism may need exposi- 
tion, but it commands instant appreciation. Dr. Jones 
maintains, against some of our modern psychologists, 
the objective validity of mystical experience. His 
treatment of the whole question is thoroughly compe- 
tent and broad; it includes chapters on Mystical 
Religion and the Abnormal, Mysticism and Asceticism, 
Mysticism and Religious Education, Mystical Ex- 
perience and Organization, and The Testimony of the 
Soul. This last chapter is a great and inspiring de- 
scription of the spiritual nature of man. 

The Heights of Christian Unity, by Doremus A. 
Hayes, Prof. in Graduate School of Theology, Evans- 
ton, Ill. 271 pp. Abingdon. $1.75. Dr. Hayes dis- 
cusses the fundamentals, hindrances, helps and consum- 
mation of union. He conceives of Christian union in 
a truly Christian way — as “one in Christ and cne in 
holiness,” and maintains that “the sanctity and unity 
of the church will result in the world’s salvation.”’ This 
is a piece of straight thinking on Christian unity and 
it rests upon a N.T. basis. It is a cogent argument for 
the reunion of Christendom. It shows how a divided 
Church makes confusion at home and worse con- 
fusion on the mission field. 

Cathedral Sermons, by H. C. Robbins, D.D., 
Dean of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine. 261 pp. 
Harpers. $2.00. Twenty-one sermons by a great 
preacher, who is heard by thousands every week. It 
is heartening to find that his preaching is no watered- 
down humanitarianism, but a real Gospel of God the 
Son; it is virile preaching, brotherly preaching, sincere 
and eloquent preaching —and of a Gospel that re- 
deems life, both individual and social. 

The Shadow of the Rock, by O. P. Gifford, D.D. 
137 pp. Revell. $1.25. This veteran Baptist preach- 
er’s messages are fresh, helpful and vital. He speaks 
right to the heart of the common man, and often il- 
lustrates his talk by personal experience. This is good 
preaching; it strikes the note of the reality and assur- 
ance of religion. 

Spare Tires, by Roy L. Smith. 156 pp. Revell. 
$1.25. Nineteen radio talks by a popular Minneapolis 
minister. His style is informal, direct and epigram- 
matic. His talks have a “punch” that drives them 
home; it is the punch of first-hand acquaintance 
with life and his desire to help his listeners, together 
with his mastery of the simple, fundamental Christian 
principles of life. His topics arrest attention. Among 
them, we find “God in business,’ “Not good if de- 
tached,” “The last two per cent,” ‘Ten Command- 
ments for wives,” “Ten Commandments for husbands,” 
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CHRISTIANITY 


By Charles Guignebert 


Prof. of History of Christianity, University of Paris 


Endeavors to deseribe and account for the formation, suscessive modifications and final destruction not of dogmatic assertions of 


religions in general but of one particular weligion, studied as a concrete reality. It is above all with facts, their signific 


consequences and connections that it deals. It is history. 


Crown Octavo, 500 pages. Probable price, $4.3 


A NEW FOSDICK BOOK 


A PILGRIMAGE to PALESTINE 


By Harry Emerson Fosdick 
Author of “The Modern Use of the Bible”’ 


Fosdick, Palestine and Bible make a rarely promising combination which is mere than made good in “‘A Pilgrimage to Palestine.’” 
Over three hundred pages, with colored frontispiece, handsomely printed and bound, the finest Christmas gift book of the 


season 


Price, $2.00 


Remember that the price of Fosdick’s ‘‘The Modern Use of The Bible’ is now ninety cents a copy. 


The WRESTLE of RELIGION with TRUTH 
By Henry Nelson Wieman 


Author of ‘Religious Experience and Scientific Method” 


A readily intelligible refutation of two opposing claims that have perverted religion again and again, the one denying that 


religion has any need of truth and the other that religion has all the truth it needs. 


Reality 
By B. H. Streeter 


‘A sterling good book which without any blowing of ‘trumpets 
is steadily making new friends. 


The Evolution of 
The English Hymn 
By Frederick J. Gillman 


A comprehensive survey of its subject which students of the 
psychology of worship will greatly prize. Its three hundred 
pages of text constitute a rich treasury of general informa- 
tion. Illustrated. Price, $2.50 


The Church and 
The Russian Revolution 
By Matthew Spinka 


A thorough and well documented history of the effects of the 
Russian Revolution on the Russian Church based on intimate 
acquaintance with Russia and the Russian language. Its 
attitude is purely historical and impartial. 

Price, $2.50 


The Plastic Age of The Gospel 
By Andrew C. Zenos 


Keeps the growth of the collection of writings contained in 
the New Testament subordinated to a constructive reading 
of the mind of Christ, each writer serving but as another 
avenue of approach to the Master’s own secret life. 

Price, $2.75 


Man, God and Immortality 


By Sir James George Frazer 


All owners of the one-volume abridged edition of ‘““The 
Golden Bough’’ will welcome this new companionbook com- 
posed of choice passages garnered from all his voluminous 
works pertaining to the three highest themes of human 
thought—MAN, GOD AND IMMORTALITY. Done in a 
style comparable to that of Anatole France, they make 
breathless reading. Octavo. Over 400 pages. Price, $3.00 


Price, $2.50 


The Paradox of Religion 
By Willard L. Sperry 


Author of “Reality in Worship” 
A protest against the tendency prevalent today to over- 


simplify facts, especially the basic fact of the complexity 
of religious experience. Thoughtful ministers will find it a 
treasure. Price, $1.00 


Christianity and Judaism 
Compare Notes 
By H. F. Rall and S. S. Cohon 


A Methodist theological professor gives an exposition of his 
Christianity to the theological student body of Hebrew Union 
College and one of its professors returns the compliment and 
gives an exposition of his Judaism to the student body of 
Garrett Biblical Institute. 


You will agree that this is something new in the way of 
“better relations between Jew and Christian.” 
Price, $2.00 


The Psychology of Religion 
By Charles C. Josey 


A psychology of religion that endeavors to conserve and not 
destroy the religious faith of its students. Price, $2.50 


Understanding 
The Apostles’ Creed 
By Donald McFayden 


Argues that it is essentially what its name implies—a sum- 
mary of the original apostolic preaching and must be studied, 
therefore, in its historic setting. Price, $2.60 


New Studies in Mystical 
Religion 
By Rufus M. Jones 


Author of “The Inner Life,” Etc. 


Back of it is ripe scholarship, but it is written for the 
general reader interested in the verities and realities of 
vital religion. Price, $1.75 


¢At your bookstore or from 


THE MACMILLAN COMPANY 


NEW YORK BOSTON CHICAGO 


ATLANTA 


DALLAS SAN FRANCISCO 
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“Can science save the world?” and ‘“‘The cat that could 
not back down.” 

God and the Golden Rule, by Joseph Fort New- 
ton, Litt.D. 269 pp. Century. $2.00. Twenty-four 
sermons by one of the choice spirits of our time, whose 
powerful and enlightening ministry has influenced both 
England and America. He is a prophet of the spirit. 
He is the master of a style that charms while it illu- 
mines. He has pondered deeply on life’s meaning and 
possibilities. His one purpose in preaching is that his 
hearers ‘‘may find a truth they need, a love they long to 
know, and catch a glimpse, if nothing more, of ‘the 
one beauty we were sent to seek.’ ”’ 

The Inside of Bunyan’s Dream, By Arthur 
Porter, D.D., 270 pp. Revell. $1.75. Dr. S. Parkes 
Cadman writes an enthusiastic introduction to this 
book. Well he might, for Dr. Porter has given us here 
an illuminating interpretation of Bunyan’s immortal 
book, and a running commentary upon its characters 
which shows how close to present-day life are such 
figures as Obstinate and Pliable, Worldly Wiseman, 
Talkative, and Faithful and Christian, and the rest; 
they walk the streets of our modern cities. Read 
Porter’s book alongside of Bunyan’s, and you will find 
a new fascination in, and new understanding of The 
Pilgrim’s Progress. 

Pulpit Mirrors, by Edwin H. Byington, Prof. of 
Homiletics, Gordon College, Boston. 203 pp. Doran. 
$2.00. Eighteen ‘‘case studies’ of as many preachers, 
showing the strength or weakness of their preaching 
and of their conduct of public worship. In these ‘‘pul- 
pit mirrrors’”’ each of us may catch a glimpse of his 
weak or strong points, or perhaps of both. Prof. 
Byington’s criticisms are helpful and suggestive. In 
Part two he discusses how to attain maximum pulpit 
power through psychoanalysis of congregations; 
through the spirit of adventure; of authority; of prepar- 
ation; of workmanship; of intensity; accuracy of aim; 
and delivery. In Part three, he treats helpfully of 
the technique of sermon-building. Happy the budding 
preacher who has Prof. Byington to train him in the 
homiletie art! 

Rural Religion and the Country Church, by 
Warren H. Wilson. 141 pp. Revell. $1.25. The 
author is the well-known director of the Town and 
Country Department, Board of National Missions, 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. He is recognized as an 
expert in his field. It is easy to see that he loves the 
country, knows its problems and opportunities, knows 


what the country churches are capable of becoming. - 


He is capable of advising them at every point of their 
work. Some of the chapter headings are: The farm 
and family religion, Teaching Christianity through a 
grain of rice, Spiritual community artists, Will the 
farm survive? The return of the dominie, and National 
Administration for the country church. Every rural 
pastor ought to read this book. 

A Bigger and Better Sunday School, by Albert 
H. Gage, D.D. 160 pp. Revell. $1.25. A first-class 
book by a man who not only knows how it ought to be 
done, but who has actually done it. Practically every 
Sunday school can be made “bigger and better;’’ this 
book tells definitely how to do it. It deals with or- 
ganization, leadership, equipment, getting and keeping 
pupils, administration, winning for Christ, etc. 

Philus, the Stable Boy of Bethlehem, by Ed- 
mund J. Cleveland. 132 pp. Harpers. $1.50. These 
eleven story-sermons have been preached to children 
at special Children’s services, at Christmas, during 
Lent, at Easter and at Whitsunday, and have proven 
themselves effective in interesting and impressing 
their little hearers. The author has the gift of imagina- 
tion, knows the heart of the child, and knows how to 
link up life with Bible teaching. 

The Portion for the Children, by Rev. Frank J. 
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Scribner. 182 pp. Macmillan. $1.75. Fifty-two 
talks to children, each based upon some familiar an 
interesting object or experience within the range of the 
child’s understanding and interest, and with its applica- 
tion clearly related to Christian living. Try them, in 
your own way, on the children of your congregation, 
watch their delighted interest, and see how the grown- 
ups, too, sit up and take notice! 

The Merchant of the Muristan, by Madeleine 
Sweeny Miller. 272 pp. Illus. Abingdon. $3.50. 
The author, who has recently paid a prolonged visit 
to Palestine, photographing many of its characteristic 
scenes (some of which are reproduced in this book) 
had the happy thought of describing certain types of 
people, whom she met, with whom Jesus was familiar. 
In this way she is able to throw side-lights upon the 
Gospel narratives, which help to interpret them in a 
remarkable way. Mrs. Miller introduces the reader 
to the merchant from whom the book takes its title, 
to the winnowers, the good shepherd, citizens of 
Nazareth, good Samaritans, the burden bearer, mothers 
of Judah, etc.— modern representatives of N. T. folks. 
She also describes the background of their lives — 
the country, with its Bible scenes and the manners and 
customs of the people. 

How to Teach Seniors, by Erwin L. Shaver. 213 
pp. Pilgrim Press. $1.00. This is a text book in the 
Standard Leadership Training Curriculum of the In- 
ternational Council of Religious Education. It is a 
discussion of material and methods to be used in lead- 
ing Church-School seniors in the Christian way of life. 
For the leaders of young people of the Senior High 
school age, this is a valuable text-book. It is written 
by a recognized authority in this field. He suggests 
much use of the project method. He understands and 
sympathizes with youth, and as a Christian comrade 
who has traveled a little farther along the road of 
Christian living, tells youth about the Way. His 
program for the Christian education of youth includes 
not only instruction, but help towards creative think- 
ing. He gives definite and helpful suggestions on 
young people’s recreation, companionship, needs and 
interests; and on planning lessons, sharing and inter- 
preting experiences, and on recognizing achievement. 

God’s Care of Mankind, by Eva M. Stiltz. Fifth 
Book. 109 pp. Teacher’s Manual. 75 cents. Pupil’s 
Book, 69 pp. 50 cents. Jesus and His Friends, by 
Mabel B. Fenner. Second Book, Teacher’s Manual. 
152 pp. 85 cents. Pupil’s Book, 143 pp. 60 cents. 
All of the above are Religious Education Texts for 
Week-Day Schools, and are published by The United 
Lutheran Church. In text, illustrations, presentation 
and quality of material, these text books rank with the 
best in their field. 

Story-Lives of Master Writers, by Charles Ray- 
mond. 370 pp. Illus. Stokes. $2.50. The author 
is Master of English at Lawrenceville School, and 
has taught literature with great success to boys, by 
using the method here set forth. He introduces his 
students to the greatest English literature through a 
presentation of the inheritance and surroundings and 
personal life of its authors. The lives of these master- 
writers are full of interest, their experiences are often 
reflected in their works, and a knowledge of their 
personality and career quickens interest in what they 
wrote. Mr. Raymond tells of twenty great masters, 
from Shakespeare to O. Henry — thirteen English and 
seven American. 

The God of Gold, a Tale of the West African Coast, 
by Arthur E. Sothern. 183 pp. Revell. $1.50. Here 
is a thriller, with a missionary flavor! It isastory of the 
West African Coast, of a hidden gold mine, of a schem- 
ing trader, of deceit, treachery, and the foiling of a 
desperate plot, and of the triumph of the white man’g 
God. It is a story which grips and holds attention 
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<(DORAN BOOKS Ms 
Now Ready---The 1928 Volume 


DORAN’S 
MINISTERS 
MANUAL 


A Treasury of Homiletic Thought 
and Information 


How 
Ministers 
Are Using 
the Manual 


1. As an anthology of 
quotable poetry and apt 
illustrations. 


2. As a syllabus which 
correlates and gives per- 
spective to the whole 
year’s work. Designed and prepared for 1928, with 

carefully selected and appropriate 
themes for every week of the new 
year, and with a complete new col- 
lection of sermon outlines, illustra- 


tions, quotable poetry, seed 


3. As a library of sug- 
gestive outlines and 
ideas for sermons and 
addresses. 


4. As an_ up-to-date 
topical commentary on 


- Ministers Heore «than -1)000), pass: thoughts, invocations, sermons 
| ages of Scripture. to children, and the other fea- 
Know Its 5. As devotional litera- tures which have made it the 

‘ ture for private reading \\ friend and counselor of the 
Practical and the improvement of modern pastor. . . . - 


public discourse and 
prayer. 

6. As a source of ser- 
mons to children and 
thoughts on the Sunday 
School lesson not acces- 
sible elsewhere. 


More than a mere book 
of sermon outlines, it 
provides hints for 
every occasion and. 
need. A book the 
progressive min- 
ister absolutely 
cannot afford 
to be with- 
OUG ieee 


Worth--- 


“TI am sorry that half the year 
passed before I knew of this won- 
derful help for a busy pastor.” 


7. As a ready reference 
book of supplementary 
material, carefully in- 
dexed to afford instant 
help on any subject. 


“With its aid I am building my ser- 
mons for weeks ahead.” 


“T find it not a crutch but a reservoir of 
refreshing thought.” ee ae 
. As a means of keep- 
ing in touch with the 
newest and best meth- 
ods for the preparation 
of sermons. 


“As a guide to the effective organization of 
my entire pastoral work, it is invaluable.” 


“Tt is the most thought-provoking thing I have 
ever gotten hold of.” 


A Versatile Book of Over 700 Pages 
Chock-full of Ideas. Bound for Service 


At Your Religious Bookstore 


GEORGE H. DORAN CO., Publishers, New York 


Is not any single 
feature worth the 
price of the book? 


Net, $2.00 
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from start to finish. Its description of West Africa and 
its native life, with its superstition and witch-craft, 
is vivid and life-like, and is said to be authentic. 


Five Thousand Best Modern Illustrations, by 
Rev. G. B. F. Hallock, D.D. 770 pp. Doran. $4.00 
This is a treasure-house of choice illustrations. Its com- 
pilation represents long-continued work, as well as 
keen discrimination and sound judgment in selection. 
The illustrations are arranged alphabetically, and there 
is a topical index, besides. 


Our Church, by John Leslie Lobingier. 121 pp. 
75 cents. Problems in Living, by May K. Cowles. 
125 pp. 75 cents. A Christian’s Education, by 
Erwin L. Shaver. 52 pp. 50 cents. The Other Fel- 
low’s Religion, by Erwin L. Shaver. 54 pp. 50 
cents. Christianizing Our Community, by Erwin 
L. Shaver. 61 pp. 50 cents. A Christian’s Patriot- 
ism, by Erwin L. Shaver. 58 pp. 50 cents. Each of 
the above-mentioned books is in paper covers, and is 
published by The University of Chicago Press. If you 
are looking for material of this sort for young people, 
be sure to examine these books. They are based upon 
the project method, and are high class in every par- 
ticular. 


Secrets of Effective Living, by James Gordon 
Gilkey, D.D. 172 pp. Macmillan. $1.75. This is a 
liberal_minister’s message to the men and women of 
our generation, most of them baffled by inner problems 
and outer difficulties, on ‘‘the way to live happily and 
effectively.”’ The chapter headings are: Learning 
to live without worry, Making the most of ordinary 
abilities, Adjusting to unwelcome limitations, Im- 
proving one’s self-control, Meeting and solving new 
problems, Managing the little annoyances of life, 
Relieving inward tension, and Utilizing one’s reserve 
power. Dr. Gilkey’s illustrations are drawn from his 
experiences in his large city parish; they are pertinent 
and helpful. His purpose is to stimulate people to help 
themselves; implicit, however, in all he says is that 
God is always doing for him all that love can do. 


Christian Ethics, Lectures (1927) on the George 
Dana Boardman Foundation, University of Pennsyl- 
vania. 152 pp. Pub. by the University. $1.50. “The 
series included, Christian Ethics in Everyday Life, 
by Frederick R. Griffin, D.D.; Ethics in Education, by 
Edwin C. Broome, LL.D.; The Christian Home, by 
William P. McNally, Ph.D.; The Originality of Chris- 
tian Ethics, by George C. Foley, D.D.; and The Two 
Roads, by Boyd Edwards, S.T.D. The lecturers are 
able men. Their contributions are weighty; and are 
marked by an intensity of conviction that it is our 
most urgent duty to teach Christian ethics to the rising 
generation. 


Church Symbolism, by F. R. Webber, with an 
introduction by Ralph Adams Cram. 395 pp. Numer- 
ous illustrations. J. H. Jansen, Cleveland. $7.50. 
This authentic, richly illustrated, and comprehensive 
account of Church Symbolism puts every student of 
the subject under great obligation to Mr. Webber. 
The publisher deserves our praise also for the typog- 
raphy and binding of the work. It is a choice volume 
in every respect, and one that should deepen the 
reader’s appreciation of the wonderful symbolism of 
the Christian church, which in itself, when properly 
used and understood, is an aid to faith and a reminder 
of the great realities of religion. Mr. Webber has 
done his work supremely well both in text and in his 
selection of illustrations. In nineteen chapters he 
describes and explains Church Symbolism — its pur- 
pose; O. T. symbols; symbols of the Holy Trinity; of the 
Father; of our Lord Jesus Christ; the Sacred Mono- 
grams; the Cross; symbols of our Lord’s Passion; of 
the Holy Ghost; the Nimbus and the Aureole; the 
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Word; the Sacraments; and Sacred Rites; of the Virgin 
Mary; the Four Evangelists; the Holy Apostles; the 
Nine Choirs of Angels; the Greek and Latin Fathers 
of the Christian Church; and types of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. When planning a new church or for the sym- 
bolical adornment of an old one, you will find it greatly 
to your advantage to consult this book; if you follow 
its suggestions, you will add immensely to the beauty 
of your church building. 


BOOK WEEK 


The Expositor endorses heartily the observance of 
Book Week, November 13 to 19, or a week of your own 
choice, by all interested in promoting the reading of 


good books. Books play a great part in the training 
of character, the development of good citizenship, and 
in creating a mental and moral atmosphere, favorable 
to the Gospel and the Kingdom of our Lord. 


Nothing need be said to our readers on the im- 
portance of this subject. They read more widely than 
any other class of our population; and they read the 
best books. 

Their counsel on books is often sought by parents, 
school teachers, librarians and others, and they ought 
to be prepared to recommend the best. Especially 
should they know something about good books for 
children and youth. Volumes which stress sex in 
unwholesome ways, which give false ideals, and which 
break down respect for authority and for the Christian 
view of life, are being widely circulated. Ministers 
should know about the wholesome books, of thrilling 
adventure, of alluring romance, of fairy tales, of 
stirring biography, which give the ‘“‘thrills’’ which 
youth craves, and at the same time strengthen all the 
fine ideals of life. A choice selection of such volumes 
will be found added to this month’s review pages. 

The minister himself will seek to add some of the 
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The SUPREME GIFT 
AN OXFORD BIBLE 


The gift of an Oxford Bible gives keen joy on Christmas 
Day and comfort, inspiration and guidance in all the days to 
come. It is the gift that is appreciated by everyone, young and 
old. The choice of a Bible with Oxford on the title page assures 
highest grade of materials and workmanship, accuracy in the 
text and reasonableness of price. 


Oxford Children’s Bible Scofield Reference Bible 


Contains 31 black and colored A welcome gift to any Bible 
illustrations, entirely new reader. Has helps on the 
helps and 4000 Questions and pages were needed. Black- 
Answers on the Bible. Clear faced type. French Morocco 
self-pronouncing type. French binding. 

Morocco binding. Size 6% Size 7x44 in. No. 53 


x434 inches. No. 6181 $3.50 Oxford Pocket Bible 
Oxford Older Folk’s Bible Clear, black-faced type 


An entirely new edition, with Bible. Very compact and 
extra large, self-pronouncing ven puted 2) Onions 
type. French Morocco bind- ole pape renc o- 
ing. Size 9%x57% inches. rocco binding. 


No. 01658 $6.00 Size 514x33%4x9% in. No.0113x 
Oxford S.S. Teacher’s Bible Oxford Home Bible 


‘ A An extra large type Bible, 
With 300 pages of teacher’s with 24 Poceide stoned 
helps. Printed in heavy, 


illustrations and_ Family 
black-faced type. French Register. French Morocco 
Morocco binding. binding. 


Size 714x5 in. No. 04453 $4.35 Size 914x534 in. No. 02608 $6.50 


Oxford Veri-Thin Bible 


Oxford Easy-To-Read Bible 


Compact in size yet very easy 
to read because printed with 
black-faced type. French Mo- 
rocco binding. 

Size 674x434 in. 


The thinnest Bible with this 
type made. Has references 
and is self -pronouncing. 
French Morocco binding. 
Size 8x51%4x°/ie in. 
No, 03458% $6.50 
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best of the new books to his working library, during 
Book Week. Look over this month’s list carefully. 
We think it includes titles that will interest you — 
books that in Milton’s noble phrase ‘‘are the life 
blood of master spirits.” 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


Limitations of space forbid more than the briefest 
characterization of each of the following books. They 
are from leading publishers, have been carefully 
selected, and each of them is worthy of a place either 
in the home, or in the Sunday school, library. 

The list includes books for little children; for boys; 
for girls; for both boys and girls; and for Senior High 
pupils. 

For Little Children 

The Ugly Duckling; The Three Little Pigs; with 
pictures by Berta and Elmer Hader. Macmillan. 
Each, 50 cents. Diverting stories, with highly colored 
illustrations. Will hold the fascinated interest of little 
children. Now We Are Six, by A. A. Milne. Decora- 
tions by E. H. Shepherd. 102 pp. Dutton. Whether 
you are six or sixty, if you have the imagination and 
heart of a child, you will like these nonsense verses, 
with their topsy-turvism, and their pictures of the 
questioning mind and the loving heart of childhood. 
Treasury of Tales for Little Folks, selected by 
Marjorie Bruce. Color plates and line drawings. 
284 pp. $3.00. Here is a treasure house of stories 
from many lands, and of many varieties — fairy 
tales, folk tales, adventure, etc. The Lion-Hearted 
Kitten, written and illustrated by Peggy Bacon. 
102 pp. Maemillan. $2.00. Exciting, simple, and 
funny tales of the bravest kitten in the jungle, and of 
many other animals. 


For Eight to Ten-Year-Olds 


Mr. Possum Visits the Zoo, by Frances Joyce 
Farnsworth. 69 pp. Abingdon. 75 cents. Charm- 
ing Nature stories, cleverly told, and informing as well. 
Coat Tales From the Pockets of the Happy Giant, 
by Ethel and Frank Owen. 106 pp. Illustrated. 
Abingdon. $1.00. Wonderful fairy tales which the 
Happy Giant drew from his pockets. 

Rab and His Friends, by John Brown, M.D. 
Four illustrations in color. 57 pp. Lippincott. 75 
e2nts. A well-known, even classic, dog-story. The 
Good-Natured Bear, by R. H. Horne. 159 pp. 
Maemillan. $1.00. Illus. An old-time children’s 
favorite; the bear tells the story of his many adventures. 


For Twelve- Year-Olds 


Gritli’s Children, by Johanna Spyri. 265 pp. 
Illus. Lippincott. $1.50. A story of Switzerland, of 
real boys and girls, of happy playtimes in wonder- 
ful gardens, and of adventures in that beautiful 
country. Gay-Neck, by Dhan Gopal Mukerji. Illus. 
197 pp. Dutton. The well-known East Indian writer 
here tells an absorbing story of the life and adventures 
of a beautiful pigeon, and of its experiences, together 
with those of its trainer, as a carrier-pigeon in the 
World War. Jataka Tales Out of Old India, retold 
by Marguerite Aspinwall. 239 pp. Illus. Putnam. 
$1.75. Fascinating fairy tales of Ancient India, with 
stories of fighting princes and romantic princesses, and 
animals that talk. 


For High School Boys 

The Flying Squad, by Colonel Bishop, V.C., and 
Major Stuart-Wortley. 260 pp. MIllus. Doran. 
$2.00. Two World War aviators, whose daring ex- 
ploits thrilled the world, here write a ‘‘thriller” describ- 
ing post-war adventures of boy aviators, which reach 
a climax in the capture of notorious criminals. Hidden 
ysland, by Anworth Rutherford. 241 pp. Illus. 
Little, Brown & Co., $2.00. The adventures of two 
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pals, Tom and Bill, while exploring a mysterious 
swamp, in which they discover strange animals, and 
have many thrilling experiences. Im the Ranks of 
Old Hickory, by Edwin L. Sabin. 352 pp. Illus. 
Lippincott. $1.75. An historical romance, that boys 
will like, of the days of Andrew Jackson, from the 
opening of the Creek Indian War to the capture of 
New Orleans. The story has the flavor of pioneer 
days and deeds. Nolichucky Jack, by John T. Faris. 
288 pp. Illus. Lippincott. $2.00. A tale of a noted 
Indian fighter, in the days of the Revolution. A strik- 
ing picture of frontier life in North Carolina and 
Tennessee. Across the Seven Seas, by E. Keble 
Chatterton. 251 pp. Illus. $1.75. A great writer of 
sea-stories here tells of a race across the Seven Seas 
for a $10,000 prize; and of its boy-heroes being ma- 
rooned on a West Indian Island, where they discover 
buried treasure. Red Beard of Virginia, by Rupert 
S. Holland, 800 pp. Illus. Lippincott. $2.00. Ex- 
citing adventures of one Nicholas, who was exiled 
from England and cast into a Spanish slave-ship, but 
who escaped to Virginia, where he did good service 
for the colony. The Trade Wind, by Cornelia Meigs. 
309 pp. Illus. Little, Brown & Co. $2.00. The 
thrilling story of David Dennison, in the period just 
before the Revolution. He left his native village for 
the sea, and had all sorts of adventures with pirates 
and savages, as he followed the trade wind. David 
Goes to Baffin Land, by David Binney Putnam. 
162 pp. Illus. Putnam. $1.75. A true story of the 
boy-author’s experiences on a voyage to Hudson Bay 
and Baffin Land, with a five-hundred mile voyage in 
an open whale boat. David writes entertainingly of 
his adventures. Among the Alps with Bradford, 
by Bradford Washburn. 160 pp. Profusely illus- 
trated. Putnam. $1.75. The sixteen-year-old author 
tells of his thrilling experiences climbing in the High 
Alps, last summer. It is a fine record of courageous 
adventuring. The pictures, taken from photographs, 
show his hazardous climbs. Left on the Labrador, 
by Dillon Wallace. 288 pp. Illus. Doran. $1.75. 
A boy of thirteen is left unintentionally by a mail boat 
on the Labrador coast, is taken in by Skipper Zeb, is 
taught how to hunt and trap, learns to drive a dog-team, 
kills a Polar bear — and gets back home in the Spring, 
safe and sound. Great story! Derie with the In- 
dians, by Deric Nusbaum. 203 pp. Illus. Putnam. 
$1.75. The author, a fourteen-year-old lad, tells of 
his experiences last winter, with the Indians of New 
Mexico and Arizona. He explored ancient Indian 
ruins, hunted with the Indians, heard their folk tales 
around their camp fires, and had a wonderful time. 
Bob North Starts Exploring, by Robert Carver 
North. 118 pp. Illus. Putnam. $1.75. Another 
capital adventure story by a boy—this time by an 
eleven-year-old who spent a winter in far Northern 
Ontario in an unmapped wilderness, where he met 
Indians and prospectors, and had a great time. Jingle- 
bob, by Philip Ashton Rollins. 263 pp. LIllus. Scrib- 
ners. $2.50. This is a story of a Cowboy and his 
two boy pals, in the great West in the eighties; and of 
their drive of a great herd of cattle from the South to 
the home ranch. A splendid picture of a fast-passing 
phase of American life. Overcoming Handicaps, 
by Archer Wallace. 140 pp. Doran. $1.00. Fifteen 
stories of boys who made good in spite of handicaps. 
Among them are Steinmetz, Flaxman, Edison, Steven- 
son, John Davey, Aaron Drucker, and Benjamin West. 
An inspiring book. 


For High School Girls 


The Tartar Princess, by L. A. Charskaya. 247 pp. 
Holt. $2.00. A story of the romantic life and adven- 
tures of a Tartar princess in Transcaucasia. Janny, 
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| The Old Testament 


An American Translation 


J. M. P. Smith, Theophile J. 
Meek, Alex R. Gordon, and 


Leroy Waterman have spent 


tga ee af four years in making a new, 

oe ee more accurate, more readable, 

TRANSEATION modern translation of the Old 
Testament. 


x 


It reveals more clearly than 
has ever before been possible 
the whole meaning and mes- 


sage of the Bible. 


Cloth $7.50 
Leather $10.00 
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The New Testament 


An American Translation 
By Edgar J. Goodspeed 


Popular Edition $1.00 


oe Cloth $2.50 ee Cloth $2.00 
Pocket Edition | ee $3.50 Regular Edition { Leather $3.00 


——$4 


The University of Chicago Press 
5823 Ellis Avenue Chicago, Ill. 
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. Model B 
$65.00 


Balopticons 


Model B for lantern slides. Sturdy, com- 
pact, efficient. With 500-watt Mazda lamp. 
The ideal projector for the church. 


Model ABMF a unit film projector for 
film- slides. With 400-watt Mazda lamp. 
Easily converted to model ABM for slide 
projection. 


Model ABM for lantern slides. With 
400-watt Mazda lamp. May be equipped 
with special lens for ‘‘daylight’’ projection 
or with Film Attachment for film slides. 


No. 4114-4 Film Attachment. Makes any 
Balopticon a Film Projector by attaching 
in place of regular lens. With projection 
lens, film magazines and device for ‘‘framing”’ 
and feeding the film. 


No. 4090 Film Projector. Compact and 
semi-portable. Ideal for the travelling 
lecturer, Sunday School or home. 


Full information on these instruments 
gladly sent on request. 


Bausch & Lomb Optical 
Company 


712 St. Paul Street Rochester, N. Y 


Model ABM $45.00 


4114-4 Attachment 
$38.50 4090 with case $65.00 


ER SS ESR RSE 


December, 1927 


{ 
} 


| 
| 


The EXPOSITOR 


Special Introductory Offer 


OL 
Glass and Film Slide 
Projectors 


We have just completed arrangements whereby you 
can secure a standard Projector with standard Film Slide 
Attachment, together with a large film slide library at 
less than one-half the regular price of the combination 
offer. 


On the opposite page you will find illustrations of the 
Projectors and Attachment and listed below are the Film 
Slides included in our special offers. 


This is the first time in the history of still film projec- 
tors that standard equipment has been available at so 
low a price. 


List of Film Slides in Offer No. 1: 
Bonds Picture Print Visualization of the Bible 
1050 Old Testament Pictures, Catalog Price____$ 70.00 


660 New Testament Pictures, Catalog Price_____ 44.00 
513 Pictures, Illustrated Hymns and Songs_—-- 54.00 
672 Pictures, Christmas, Easter, Holiday and 
Life of Christ, Catalog Price_—-__---—~ 8.20 
604 Pictures, Biography and Patriotic, Price___ 30.80 
35038 Pictures, FILM SLIDE LIBRARY, 
Complete saa ee $237.00 


The projectors in our special offers are all manufac- 


tured by 
BAUSCH & LOMB 


the largest producers of glass and film slide projectors in 
the world. 


Our film slides are all made and guaranteed by the 
Atlas Educational Film Company 


the largest producer of non-theatrical films and film 
slides in the west. 


A catalog of our film libraries and our special offer will 


be sent to you at once if you will fill out the attached 
coupon. DO IT TODAY. 

Write for full particulars of our easy payment plan. 
If you want to pay cash, send $25.00. The outfit you 
select will be sent on ten days’ free trial. Then pay the 
balance. If you do not wish to keep the outfit, return by 
prepaid express, C. O. D. $25.00. 


GEO. W. BOND SLIDE CO. 


Division Atlas Educational Film Co. 
609 Kesner Building Chicago, Ill. 
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Special Offers 


Offer No. 1 


Model B Balopticon___-$ 65.00 
No. 4114-4 Film Attach. 38.50 


$103.50 


Library of 3503 Film 
Slides as per list in 
next column__---~-- $237.00 


$340.50 


Easy Payment ~~ —---- $182.00 
Cash with Order__---- 169.00 


ee 
Offer No. 2 


Model ABM Balopticon_$ 45.00 
No. 4114-4 Film Attach. 38.50 


$ 83.50 


Choice of 3200 Film 
Slides from No. 1--- 


Easy Payment *=-2=-==-— $169.00 
Cash with Order__---- 149.00 


— nl 


Offer No. 3 


Choice of ABMF-4 or 
No. 4090 Film Projec- 
tOrs ee ee $ 65.00 

Choice of 3,000 Film 

Slides from No. 1_-- 


Easy Payment —------- $159.00 
Cash with Order___--- 139.00 


— 


Offer No. 4 


Film Slide Attachment_$ 38.50 
Choice of 2100 Film 
Slides from No. 1_-- 


Easy Payment -~------ $105.00 
Cash with Order__---- 87.00 


a 


Geo. W. Bond Slide Co., 


Division Atlas Educational 
Film Co. 


609 Kesner Bldg. 
Chicago, Ill. 


Gentlemen: 


O Please send catalog of your 
film libraries and explain your 
special combination offers. 


0 Please send complete details 
of your easy payment plan. 
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Prayer Meetings 


BY ROY L. SMITH, D. D. Litt. D. 


The month of December is synonymous with 
Christmas and the prayer meetings for the 
month offer an exceptional opportunity for the 
development and cultivation of the true spirit 
of this great Christian festival. 


During the last few years Christmas has 
been very largely secularized with the result 
that its spiritual significance has been almost 
lost. Christ has been submerged in a heap of 
candles, gifts, electric lights, evergreen trees 
and holly wreaths. 


The average Christmas greeting card would 
be as appropriate for a Bhuddist or Mohamme- 
dan festival as for the Christian Christmas 
season. Business men, quick to seize upon any 
popular interest for merchandising purposes, 
have made increasing use of the greeting card 
to advertise their wares. Asa result, the aver- 
age Christmas greeting is almost entirely di- 
vested of any Christian significance. 

The giving of gifts, a beautiful custom, has 
lost most of its similarity to the giving of God’s 
greatest gift, His only begotten Son, and be- 
come a social convention. 

Christmas is not made out of evergreens, 
lights, greeting cards, sleigh bells or red tissue 
paper. Christmas is a spiritual experience and 
every Christian must experience for himself 
the birth of the Christ-child in his own heart to 
be able to appreciate Christmas. The only 
interest that the Church has in Christmas is to 
keep this spiritual experience alive. 

The devices suggested in these prayer meet- 
ings are available to almost every church, no 
matter how small. They require some extra 
work in planning but a successful meeting is 
worth all it costs. 

Since Christmas is distinctly a children’s fes- 
tival, it will add greatly to the interest, warmth 
and tenderness of the meetings if children can 
be used in the programs. A child soloist sing- 
ing Christmas music, or a child reader reciting 
Christmas stories will add greatly to the gen- 
eral effect. 

The manufacturers of phonograph records 
have a large amount of Christmas music and 
effective use can be made of these selections. 
An orthophonic victrola or an panatrope can be 
borrowed, either from an individual or from a 
music dealer, and a special Christmas musical 
selection used each evening. 

Some person may be asked to be prepared to 
give a short sketch each evening of a few out- 

' standing festivals and holy days observed by 
other religions. Such a report would show a 


marked contrast between the sweet spirit of 
Christmas and the sordid and oftentimes de- 
based spirit of many of these pagan festivals. 
The leader may follow with a few comments on 
the fact that a nation is known by the holidays 
it keeps. 

Business houses begin their Christmas deco- 
rating several weeks in advance. Why not add 
to the Christmas enthusiasm about the church 
by having the decorating committee begin its 
work early in December, beginning with the 
prayer meeting room. 


First Meeting 

Theme—‘The World into Which Jesus Came.” 

Scripture—Amos 1:3-13. 

Have someone describe, briefly, the observ- 
ance of Christmas in their childhood. This will 
help to set the stage for the whole meeting by 
carrying each person back to the memory of 
their own childhood. 

If it is possible to find persons who lived 
their childhood in foreign lands it might be 
interesting to have them describe the Christ- 
mas customs of the country from which they 
came. This suggestion might be used through- 
out the entire series if desirable. 

If a good baritone soloist is available he can 
be asked to sing, “Hear Me Ye Winds and 
Waves” from the opera “Scipio.” This is the 
wail of Caesar who cries to his heathen god 
and is heard not. This can be followed by a 
soprano singing “Hold Thou My Hand, Dear 
Lord,” to show the contrast between paganism 
and Christ. 

If a stereopticon is available, a set of slides 
showing general views about Palestine can be 
used to help the people get a glimpse of the 
land into which Jesus came. 

If someone is available who has made a trip 
to Palestine, ask them to give a brief descrip- 
tion of the everyday life of the people of the 
present day for conditions have changed very 
little in the last two thousand years. 

Suggestions to the Leader 

The first two chapters of Amos are a picture 
of the terrible conditions existing in the world 
during the eighth century before Christ, but 
the general features of war, cruelty, heartless- 
ness, atrocity, poverty and degradation were 
much the same during the days of Jesus. 

Five great evils were strongly intrenched in 
the life of the world into which Jesus came— 
War, Race Prejudice, Debasement of Women, 
Political Oppression, Religious Formalism with 
spiritual light. While it is true that all of 
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Your Christmas Gift Problem 


club rate of $1.50 for each subscription— 


Are you beginning to wonder what Christ- 
mas gifts you can send to some of your best 
friends? Have you thought of subscriptions 
to a religious paper of just the right sort? 

Here is a journal of which a subscriber 
writes—and thousands of letters of the 
same sort keep coming: “Your paper means 
more to me spiritually than I can express. 
Often, in these troublous times, your firm, 
unwavering stand for the truth and integ- 
rity of the Word of God has been like a 
strong, sustaining arm; a breath of pure 
mountain air; a draught of clear, reviving 
water to the weary searcher after truth.” 

You can send The Sunday School Times 
for one year to five of your friends at the 


$7.50 for the five. A single subscription is 
$2. Just indicate that subscriptions are 
Christmas gifts, and we will gladly mail to 
each recipient a beautifully engraved and 
illustrated Christmas card with your name 
and this wording: 


With Christmas Greetings 


Tye Sunday School Fines 


will come to you as a weekly reminder 
of my hearty good wishes for a joyful 
Christmas and a Happy New Year of 
abounding blessing in life and service. 


Orders should be sent very early, so that the first copy of the paper and the greeting card 


will reach your friends before Christmas. 


every week on International Uniform Sunday School Lessons; 


The TIMES contains a dozen unusual helps 


tells how ablest Sunday- 


school workers get results in their schools; gives latest news of archeology, world surveys 
of religious life, sane study of Bible prophecy, discriminating book reviews. 


“THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


Dept. G, 323 North 13th Street 


Philadelphia, Penna. 
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these continue in some forms, yet we have 
made progress in our Christian effort to drive 
them out of existence. 

Certain great evils have surrendered to the 
influence of Christian preaching during the last 
two thousand years. Piracy has been banished 
from the high seas. Dueling is almost a thing 
of the past. Slavery has been driven from 
Europe and America and a very considerable 
progress has been made on it in other conti- 
nents. The liquor traffic has been outlawed in 
the United States and a world-wide movement 
is on against alcohol throughout the world. 
Prostitution is considered a less “necessary 
evil” now than ever before and the laws of 
civilized nations are being written more and 
more in defense of women. 

Whatever the odds against which we fight to- 
day in our efforts to make the world Christian, 
they are immeasurably less than the odds 
which Jesus faced when He began His minis- 
try in Galilee. Consider a few of the great 
ideas that have won almost universal accep- 
tance since Jesus came: 

The universal Fatherhood of God. 

The race-wide brotherhood of men, regard- 
less of color. 

The rights of the weak to protection, of the 
sick to solicitous care, of the oppressed to de- 
fense, and of the under-privileged to their op- 
portunity. 

The value of the individual soul in the sight 
of God. 

The Kingdom of Heaven which He came to 
set up is only imperfectly established, but the 
advances that have been made are convincing 
evidence that Jesus’ faith in His ideal was 
justified. 

Second Meeting 

Theme: “Christmas and Children.” 

Scripture: Matt. 2:1-13. 

If possible to secure a set of stereopticon 
slides showing the children of the world it will 
be of great value in presenting this lesson. 

Anyone born in a foreign land might be 
asked to tell, briefly, about some of the child- 
hood customs of their native land. 

Present a picture of the low esteem in which 
children are held in most pagan countries, as 
evidenced by the lack of schooling, ete. A re- 
turned missionary, or some woman interested 
in missions can doubtless be found to do this. 

A group of children singing “Silent Night, 
Holy Night’ will be a beautiful feature. Or a 
soloist might sing the hymn, with the lights in 
the room almost extinguished. 

City churches might invite some social work- 
er to tell something of the needs of the child 
life of the city in which they live. A repre- 
senative of the Associated Charities can fur- 
nish information which will make a very tender 
and effective appeal to the people. The repre- 
sentative of some baby clinic might be invited 
to speak. 

Suggestions to Leaders 
A]l the great religious festivals of paganism 
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are adult festivals, centering about the exploits 
of mature gods or goddesses. Christmas is the 
only religious festival within human knowledge 
that revolves about the birth of a babe. 


As a result of Christmas which celebrates 
the coming of a little child into the world, the 
coming of every little child has new spiritual 
significance. Humanity assumes a new set of 
responsibilities for making the little ones wel- 
come, for providing for their physical needs 
and their spiritual culture. 


The philosophy of Christmas means that the 
rights of a little child are supreme over the 
rights of all the rest of creation. When Jesus 
set a little child in the midst and preached a 
sermon with childhood as His text, he was but 
elaborating the Christmas theme. 

Most of the great problems of the world 
could be easily solved if the rights of the chil- 
dren were put first. The question of dividends, 
labor troubles, censorship, recreation, hospitali- 
zation, community chests, war measures, peace 
treaties and divorce courts would all be solved 
easily if the rights of the children involved 
were made the first consideration. 

Parents would solve many a home difficulty 
if, instead of considering whether or not they 
were getting their own rights, they would 
undertake to assure their children of their 
rights first. 

The most important institutions in the com- 
munity—those which deserve the most gener- 
ous and kindly treatment from the public and 
the political leaders—are those which have to 
do with children, such as the schools, play- 
grounds, parks, Sunday Schools, and social 
agencies dedicated to the cause of childhood. 

The surest way to develop a great nation is 
to assure the children of a beautiful childhood. 

The divine rights of the child are the very 
essence of the Christian message and a com- 
parison of the children of Christian nations, 
with the children of non-Christian nations is 
overwhelming evidence of the divinity of our 
faith. 

If we forget the true spirit of Christmas, 
the children are the ones who will most suffer. 
Therefore the proper observance of Christmas 
is not only good religion, but it is good govern- 
ment, good domestic economy and it is good 
future insurance. 


Third Meeting 

Theme: “The Church and Christmas.” 

Scripture: Luke 2:1-21. 

The singing of the evening should center 
about the Christmas carols, a splendid collec- 
tion being found in every hymnal. 

Let the prayer meeting room be lighted en- 
tirely by candles. The dim light and the 
Christmas decorations will add much to the 
spirit of the meeting. 

If possible undertake to secure a soloist or 
quartet to sing “There’s a Song in the Air, 
There’s a Star in the Sky.” An electrically 
illuminated star, burning while the song is 
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REV. EDWARD J. OWEN, Si. John’s Episcopal Church, 
Sharon, Pa., 


ays. “The Acousticon 1s doing 
splendid service at St. John’s, Sharon. Many of the deaf now 


listen to the sermon after having been deprived for years.” 


The Church Acousticon will enable the deafened of your con- 
gregation to again enjoy the spiritual consolation and uplift that 
ever are born of sermon and sacred music. 


You may try the Church Acousticon in your own church for 
four weeks without charge or obligation. 


Write for FREE brochure “For the Love of Mankind” .... 
DicrocrapH Propucts CorporaTION, Suite 203, Church Acous- 
ticon Division, 220 West 42nd Street, New York, N. Y. 


Endorsed by 
Religious Educational Directors 


AMERICAN - 
CHURCH and CHURCH SCHOOL 
HYMNAL 


The American Church and Church School Hymnal contains: 
1. Liturgical Material consisting of Responsive Scripture Readings, Prayers, and Orders 
of Service for Worship for use in the Church and the Church School. 
2. Hymns-with-Tunes, and Songs, old and new, that meet the requirements of the Church 
ee which is the final tribunal of authority in establishing the Canons of Hymnody and 
ure usic. 


3. Ten pictures with interpretations. 


HOLY NIGHT 
A NEW CHRISTMAS SERVICE FOR 1927 
By W. E. M. HACKLEMAN 


Send for an examination copy to 


E. O. EXCELL COMPANY 410 So. Michigan Ave., Chicago, III. 
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sung, would be a delightful and beautiful fea- 
ture. 

Most large public libraries and art museums 
ean furnish sets of stereopticon slides which 
reproduce great paintings of the Madonna and 
Child. Such a collection shown with brief com- 
ment will do much to create the Christmas de- 
votional mood. Slides may also be obtained 
from various rental bureaus. One or two 
illustrated Christmas carols will add greatly. 

A reader, reciting Christmas poems, will 
assist in the service to excellent advantage. 

Let all features for the evening be subdued, 
quiet and presented with extreme artistry and 
grace lest the reverence of the occasion be 
marred. 

Suggestions for Leader 

Christmas, being the birthday of Christ, is 
also the birthday of the Christian Church. 
Without Christmas there would never have 
been a Christian Church and without the 
Church the world would have been vastly 
poorer. 

Four out of five of the hospitals and other 
charitable institutions in the average large 
American city owe their origin or present 
maintenance to the Church or some religious 
society. A survey of any smaller city will show 
the enormous contribution that the Church has 
made to the philanthropic life of the communi- 
ties. 

The first educational institution of college 
grade in nearly forty out of the forty-eight 
states of the union was organized by some 
church. More than one state university began 
as a denominational college. The influence of 
the church in the promotion of education can- 
not be overestimated. There is no free school 
system in any land in the world except those 
that have been touched by the influence of the 
Christian Church. Hospitals, nurses, public 
health commissions, modern sanitation and all 
such agencies are unknown outside the area of 
the Church’s influence. 

Before the coming of Christmas there was 
an almost utter absence of sympathy, organized 
helpfulness or the spirit of good-will. What- 
ever there is in the world of these sweetening 
influences today is very largely the result of 
the work of Christ’s church—the product of 
Christian preaching. 

Christmas means the birth of the spirit of 
good-will out of which international peace, 
social sympathy and human kindliness is de- 
rived. The Church, as the agent of Christ, 
must continue to preach the spirit of Christ- 
mas. 

There is little or no theology about Christ- 
mas. Upon the main facts of Christmas all 
sects can agree—a little child was born in 
Bethlehem who, when he had reached maturi- 
ty, taught the world the most gracious and 
kindly way of living and the highest conception 
of God that the race had ever heard. With 
His advent a new set of forces, religious and 
personal, were set in action in the world. We 
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do not need to know much of the religion about 
Jesus to understand Christmas, but those of us 
who understand the religion of Jesus have 
experienced Christmas in our own heart. 
Fourth Meeting 
Theme—“The Song of the Angels.” 
Seripture—Luke 2:8-15. 


Let the meeting room be again lighted with © 


candles in each window. 
star be gleaming throughout the evening. Let — 


all the special music come from unseen sing- | 


ers, hidden away in another room, in a gallery 
or in some quiet corner. 
Echo singing will make a wonderful feature 
for this service. Use the song “Silent Night, 
Holy Night,” with a soprano singing one 
phrase from one direction and a tenor, alto or 


| 
i 
Let the Christmas | 
' 


another soprano singing the alternate phrases _ 


from another direction. If several voices are 


used, each singing from a different part of the | 
building it will give the impression of a heaven- | 


ly host filling the air with their voices. 
In addition to the angelic voices violins and 


service. But all singers and musicians should 
be out of sight. 

Van Dyke’s story of “The Other Wise Man,” — 
condensed into a form to be told in ten min- 
utes and presented by some woman who can | 
recite with feeling and simplicity, will make a 
beautiful feature. This, too, could be-present- 
ed by the reader out of sight of the audience, 
If the people are unable to see the performers | 
it heightens the effect and impresses the lesson. 

Suggestions to the Leader 

The central theme of the angel’s song was 
the announcement of the birth of a little child 
whose life-work would inaugurate an era of 


| 
flutes make an impressive contribution to the 


good-will among men—good-will that was to | 


take the place of the ill-will of the world. 
Jesus came into a world that was extremely 
religious. 
system of creeds, doctrines, and beliefs. They 
were meticulously careful of every detail of 


The Jews had a fully elaborated | 


form and ceremony, but they had not been able | 


to make their world happy. The popular re- | 


ligion of the day was hard, cold, harsh, unfeel- 


ing and unfriendly. 


The tragic lack of that generation was not a 


lack of religion, but of spiritual fervor. There 


was so little good-will left in the world that a | 


man might lie beside the healing pool for a life- 
time and no one would so much as help him 
into the troubled waters that he might be 
healed. 

Jesus undertook to set up the spirit of good- | 
will between men—good-will between races, | 
classes, groups, nationalities, sects and nations. | 
He knew full well that no permanent peace | 
could be established among men that was not | 
founded on good-will—no treaties, peace con- | 
tracts, alliances or pacts have force except as | 
they are founded in good-will. 

Let us make Christmas the season of good- | 
will. Let us declare an armistice on all this | 
doctrinal controversy, race prejudice and sec- 
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The \W ARD SYSTEMS COMPANY 


in 


Nineteen Years of Successful Fund-Raising 


under all manner of conditions, in good times and bad, has enabled Churches 
and Congregations to secure their required funds for 


New Buildings 


Enlarged Equipment 


Greater Community Service 


“Your Problem is Our Business’’ 


Indebtedness 


Free Analysis 
WRITE TO 


The Ward Systems Company 


1300 Steger Building 


Chicago, Illinois 


Campaigns of the Higher Order 
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Moses Spent Much of His Time 


training the children of Israel in the rules of health. Witness the 
longevity of the Hebrew race in spite of untoward circumstances. 


The duty of the church in adopting Sanitary Communion Cups is 


N re ms 


NOTE—In many states the law now 
forbids the use of the single cup at the 
communion service. It should not 
be necessary to await this in your own 
locality. The old style is unclean and 
unsanitary. Many thoroughly good 
Christians have refrained from par- 
taking of communion for this very 
reason. If you have not yet adopted 
the modern, sanitary communion 
cup, let this be one of your first for- 
ward steps in 1928. 


play dhd In this forward step will the church be mindful of its 
own 


An INEXPENSIVE SERVICE 


The Sanitary Communion Outfit Company provides a tasteful and 
inexpensive service; the noiseless, highly polished, wooden trays for 
the cups being in keeping with the church furniture. The Outfit 
adds to the beauty, solemnity and repose of the Communion Service. 
A ConseRVATOR oF HEALTH 
Make your communion service not alone an uplifting of the spirit of 
your community but a real conservator of the health of your people. 
PayMENTS TO Mzzt Your CoNVENIENCE 


Should you desire to purchase one of our Communion Service outfits, 
but have not provided for the same in your church budget, we will 
be pleased to send the service to you and to agree to any plan of easy 
payment which is most convenient to you. 


Send for free descriptive book- 
let with catalogue and prices. 


Sanitary Communion Outfit Co. 
200A 57th Street. Rochester. N. Y. 
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tarian bitterness. Let us set up a truce for 
the Christmas season, during which time we 
shall hold all other believers—even those who 
differ with us—in high respect and tolerant 
kindliness. Let us make it a season of self- 
examination and seek to eliminate all traces 
of ill-will from our own hearts. Let us make 


it a season for forgetting grievances, forgiving 
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insults, overlooking faults, and burying hatch- 
ets. 

The Christian’s chief business at the Christ- 
mas season is to root out the bitter spirit from 
his life and allow good-will to have its fair 
chance. Just when the appropriate season for 
not know. 
allowing bitterness to come back may be I do 


WISCONSIN UNIVERSITY ADVISES 
STUDENTS ON CONDUCT 


The University of Wisconsin is presenting 
to each male student a booklet prepared by 
Scott H. Goodnight, dean of men, in which 
they are advised how to live and what to avoid 
if they are to measure up to their fullest op- 
portunities. The booklet points out that a 
good students refrains from: 

Loafing—“Very pernicious habit.” 

Smoking—“Treacherous and insidious hab- 
use” 

Profanity—‘“Useless, insane habit which 
stamps the habitue as of low and vulgar mind.” 

Gambling—“Fascinating vice. which con- 
sumes time, money and moral tissue.” 

Drinking—“Most vicious practice, which has 
been unfortunately popular among college men 
in recent years because of the difficulty and 
danger attendant upon procuring liquor.” 

Lewdness—“Nothing more speedily stamps 
a student in a co-educational institution as an 
undesirable academic citizen than lack of high 
regard for womanhood.” 

Under the latter heading it is explained 
that “a scandal involving sex delinquency on 
the part of a student is the delight of the sen- 
sation mongering press.” 

The booklet for women, compiled by the Self- 
Government association, deals in generalities 
about loyalty and adds that the university 
woman “refuses to associate with men who 
have been drinking.”—EHvangelical Messenger. 


THE REMAINS OF GEORGE WHITEFIELD 

During his visit to America, the Rev. A. D. 
Belden, the superintendent-elect of White- 
field’s Church, London, paid a visit to New- 
buryport, Boston, to lay a wreath upon the 
tomb of George Whitefield, whose remains lie 
buried in the Old South Presbyterian Chuch 
there. And in his address, which is reported 
in the American Congregationalist, Mr. Belden 
made the sugestion that the present custo- 
dians of Whitefield’s remains might perform a 
gracious act by offering them to the British 
nation with the prospect of possible interment 


in Westminster Abbey. It is a reasonable as- 
sumption that British sentiment would secure 
a place for the recognition of the great evan- 
gelist in that historic monument to national 
figures of heroism and distinction. If, how- 
ever, such an anticipation should fail, could 
there be a more appropriate place than in the 
erypt of Whitefield’s Tabernacle?—London 
Sunday School Chronicle. 


“HE TOOK THE CUP” 

Dr. Rendel Harris has secured a drinking- 
cup which he believes to be of identical pattern | 
with that used in the upper room on the night | 
of the Last Supper. He recently exhibited it | 
at the Ryland Library, Manchester. It is of 
yellow glass, about three inches high, and made 
at Sidon in the first century. With his cus- 
tomary chivalry Dr. Rendel Harris gives all the 
honor of the discovery to Dr. Deissmann, of 
Berlin, and then in his own inimitable style 
proceeds to comment upon the significance of 
the find. Around its rim it bears the legend in 
Greek, “What are you here for? Be merry.” 
A comparison with similar wassail cups of the 
time leads Dr. Harris to think that the full 
legend would read, “Comrade, what are you 
here for? Be merry.” A cup with this in- 
scription, then, Jesus used and gave to His 
disciples. So far, as Dr. Harris says, it is like 
the line of Auld Lang Syne, “We'll tak’ a cup 
o’ kindness yet.” Then he swiftly transfers us 
to Gethsemane and to the arrival of Judas 
with his band of betrayers. He recalls Mat- 
thew’s report of Jesus’ words, “Comrade, what 
are you here for?” The words have long 
puzzled the commentators. Now they are clear. 
Jesus is using the very words of the cup of 
kindness in which a few hours previously Ju- 
das had pledged loyalty to Jesus! He could 
not go on, “Be merry!” And Judas, hearing 
the greeting, was filled with shame and re- 
morse. No wonder he went straight back to the 
Council and flung the thirty pieces of silver on 
the floor, as he wailed, “I have betrayed inno- 
cent blood.” Christ’s rebuke had broken his 
heart.—Methodist Recorder (London).—From 
the Christian Advocate. 
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“My Lighting 
Fixtures Are 
All Right” 


When you think of getting your 
church in order for the fall sea- 
son, give a thought to your light- 
ing fixtures. 


You know théy are prominent 
and conspicuous. There is no 
question about that. You knov, 
too, that on this account, they 
should not only give the proper 
kind and amount of illumina- 
tion, but they should be modern, 
attractive, suitable and appro- 
priate. In addition to being an 
important utility and necessity, 
lighting fixtures can be made 
to be areal asset, both in ap- 
pearance and effect. 


We will gladly co-operate in 
checking up on your Decora- 
tive Lighting Equipment. Sug- 
gestions and sketches will be 
submitted for old buildings, as 
well as new. 


VOIGT COMPANY 


Designers and Manufacturers 
Decorative Lighting Equipment 


1745 N. 12th St., Phila., Penna. 
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More REASONS 
WHY YOU 
WILL PREFER 


A NELSON BIBLE 


ES so easy to find any book ina 
Nelson Bible! The patented 
Inside Cover Index (exclusively 
Nelson’s) makes the locating of any 
book in the Bible 
an instant’s affair. 
And the Nelson 
guaranteed bind- 
ing that makes 
your Bible last 
longer is a feature 
you will appreci- 
ate. There are 
King James Bi- 
bles, yes, but the 


NELSON 


AMERICAN STANDARD 


BIBLE 


reacnes the heart through the wnder- 
standing. The obscure meanings of 
the old Bibleare made clear and up- 
mistakable in this scholarly version. 
Be sure to find out about it,and mail 
the coupon today. 


a 4 a a 


“All lovers of the Bible are indebted to the 
American Standard Bible for tts richer trans- 
lation.” 


From an earnest Bible student (name on request) 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 

383-385K Fourth Ave., New York City 

DEAR SIRS: Kindly send me a FREE copy of your 
book entitled ‘‘The Wonderful Story,” telling how 
the Bible came down through the ages. This does 
not obligate me in any way. 


Name 


Street No. 


(Cia 
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Thirty-Eight 


Blues 


eee. stained glass 
window... brilliant, har- 
monious and vibrant. At first 
glance you see but a few colors; 
but if you could examine it more 
closely you would see that there 
are scores and scores of shades. 
Of blues alone, for example, Jaco- 
by has thirty-eight distinct tones 
and textures. It is the artistic 
blending of a matchless store of 
glass that has, for years, made 
Jacoby windows so noteworthy. 


Let us send you our interesting 

“Handbook on Stained Glass.” It 

will be sent free for the asking... 
Ask for Booklet 112. 


ALCO 


ART GLASS CO. 


[sans 
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WARLESS HYMNS 
Settings for the New Day 
Dr. Oliver Huckel, Congregational preacher 


and poet, of Greenwich, Conn., in an endeavor 
to meet the growing objection to the use of 


hymns which are essentially martial, not to say 


military, in their phraseology and spirit, has 
produced denatured versions of three of the 
most popular hymns of this type. He is eager 
to have them tried out in the churches to see 
whether they serve any real need. Of his 
own experience, he says: 

“On three successive Sundays last June, I 
printed new versions which I had written of 
three martial hymns, to get, as I felt, closer to 
the spirit of Jesus. These new versions were 
sung to the old tunes, the whole congregation 
entering into their spirit with enthusiasm. 

“Many comments of appreciation were re- 
ceived, and no regrets that the Christian work 
of the Church was thus emphasized under. 
working and brotherly aspects, rather than 
under military imagery.”—The Christian Ad- 
vocate. 


MORALLY BANKRUPT 


Under the above heading, the Manchester 
Guardian deals editorially with clerical pessi- 
mism in the following vigorous fashion: 

Dean Inge’s alleged pre-eminence in clerical 
pessimism is evidently not to pass without 
challenge from his own party. Canon Street- 
er, it seems from the brief reports, has just 
assured the Modern Churchmen’s Conference 
at Birmingham that the present age is “mor- 
ally bankrupt.” If that is the view of the 
Modern Churchmen, it seems rather a pity that 
there is no method of appointing an official re- 
ceiver and winding up the whole criticized 
estate; for if that process could be applied 
with any thoroughness, the gloomy deans, the 
caustic canons, and their followers would cer- 
tainly discover that there are more assets than 
they have taken into account. Both inside and 
outside the organized Churches most people 
are not to be fobbed off with these tales of a 
failing civilization. Make all allowances for 
froth, frivolity, and outbursts of reaction, and 
this post-war, impoverished Europe can still, 
in the matter of morality, pay twenty shillings 
in the pound in comparison with the ages that 
went before it. There is a livelier sense of 
social responsibilities, a keener sense of jus- 
tice, a wider abhorence of cruelty in forms 
that were once accepted as inevitable. Though 
we still prepare for war, which is the arch- 
blasphemy against civilization, the deep and 
wide disgust which is roused by a failure to 
curb those preparations is proof that the peo- 
ple are wiser than their appointed protectors. 
The sick are better cared for, old age is more 
secure; and though from time to time an exas- 
perated testator will make a public point of 
paying his death duties out of the charitable 
bequests which, he will declare, were once his 
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A big, free, 128-page slide catalog of illus- 
trated slide lecture programs—476 different slide 
sets, 44,000 different individual subjects—the 
largest library of religious lantern slide sets 
ever offered for the benefit of the church user! 

Because of the helpful suggestions and valu- 
able material this catalog contains, every clergy- 
man should have a copy handy for quick refer- 
ence and usage. 


HERE’S WHAT IT CONTAINS 


1. How to put on a program of lantern 
slides in your church. 

2. What preparations are required in 
advance to assure the success of a 
lantern slide program. 

8. The effective use of lighting and 
music. 

4. A selection of 476 inspiring sets, 
with some appropriate for special oc- 
casions such as Mother’s Day, Christ- 
mas, Easter and the various feast 
days. 

5. All the old familiar songs and hymns 
beautifully illustrated with slides. 

6. Suggestions of interesting slide pro- 
grams arranged in groups suitable for 
a series of interesting weekly slide 
programs. 

7. A listing of 44,000 religious slide sub- 
jects including hand-colored slide re- 
productions of the well-known religi- 
ous masterpieces. 


Write for your FREE COPY of this big new 


catalogue today. It contains a wealth of inter- 
esting material and it’s yours for the asking. 


Victor Animatograph Co. 
114 Victor Building Davenport, Ia. 


“Present Your Church 
with a 
Miessner this Christmas” 


Go to your board or some of your in- 
fluential members with this practical sug- 
gestion. Get them to present a little 
Miessner for Christmas. Use it to make 
the Christmas program a bigger success. 

The Miessner adds interest and effect- 
iveness to religious instruction, and it is 
useful in many ways. Always a con- 
venient and dependable source of enter- 
tainment at social functions. 


The New Sono-Rim Gives 
a Superb, Mellow Tone 


Musicians and music educators every- 
where are amazed at the tone quality of 
the Miessner with the new Sono-Rim. 
This exclusive Miessner feature, built into 
the sound board and back, produces a 
tone actually superior to that of a small 
grand, in both quality and volume. You 
must hear it to appreciate its worth. Our 
trial offer affords you this opportunity. 


Mail the coupon for complete facts. 


MUIESSNER 


THE LITTLE PIANO WITH THE BIG TONE 


Miessner Piano Company 
140 Reed St., Milwaukee, Wis. 


Please send me the Miessner catalog, details of your 


10-day trial offer, and special price to churches. 
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Good Bookcase 


for the price of a good book! 


UME 


N 


> 00 Per Section te 
$ .00 urithoat Dasea | 
With Disappearing $325 

Glass Doors Per Section 


On Approval~Direct to User 


1T GROWS WITH YOUR LIBRARY 
Endorsed by Over 100,000 Users 


Made for and universally used in the finest,homes 
and offices throughout the country. Made in sec- 
tions of different sizes, combining utility, economy 
and attractive appearance. Price complete as 
shown above, with top, base and three book sec- 
tions with non-binding, disappearing, felt-cushioned 
glass doors, beautifully finished in plain golden oak, 
$15.75; without doors, $13.50. 
or in imitation mahogany or walnut (willow) with 
doors, $18.25. In genuine mahogany or walnut, 
with doors, $23.50. Other styles at correspondingly 
low prices. Shipped direct from factory ON 
APPROVAL at a considerable saving TO YOU. 


In quartered oak, 


Write for new catalog No. 14. 


The C. J. Lundstrom Mfg. Co. 
Little Falls, N. Y. 


Manufacturers of Sectional Bookcases since 1895 


Branch Office: Kansas City, Mo. 
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set intention, the main stream of charity is far 
from drying up. In this country, at any rate, 
it is certain that if there are fewer fortunes 
there is far less misery than ever before in 
history; and if that is the meaning of ‘moral 
bankruptcy” then past ages were indeed des- 
titute—The Pittsburgh Christian Advocate. 


WHY NOT A CATHOLIC FOR PRESIDENT? 
ASKS DR. HOUGH 


The first issue of Plain Talk Magazine, a 
monthly “dedicated to tolerance,’ prints an 
article by Dr. Lynn Harold Hough, minister 
of Central Methodist Chuch, Detroit, which not 
only defends but actually advises the selection 
of a Catholic for president. Dr. Hough writes 
under the title“ Why Not a Catholic President?” 
and his conclusion is “Why not indeed! There 
will always be plenty of Protestant presidents,” 
he points out. “There ought to be an occasional 
Catholic president. It is not too much to say 
that in the presence of the great body of earn- 
est and loyal and capable citizens of the Roman 
Catholic communion to be found in the United 
States we confront a situation which makes 
moral demands upon all of us. We should not 
rest contented until the time has come when 
we can place a high-minded Catholic, a man of 
unquestioned character and ability, in the chair 
of the President of the United States. Men of 
good will in the protestant group ought to be 
eager that Catholics should have a share in 
public office in proportion to their percentage 
of the population, and should be watching for 
Catholic candidates whom they can conscien- 
tiously support. The truth is,” the Methodist 
minister says in concluding his article, “we 
must watch every one of the groups, religious 
and secular, in respect to keeping our liberties 
secure. None of us can be trusted with a lead- 
ership which is not subjected to the inspection 
of a very critical minds.”—The Christian Cen- 
tury. 


SLAVERY IN THE BRITISH EMPIRE 


The whole of the civilized world will be 
shocked by the majority judgment delivered in 
the Supreme Court of Sierra Leone, that slave- 
owners in the British Empire have a legal right 
to recapture slaves who escape, and to use rea- 
sonable force in doing so. The decision will be 
regarded as another indication that Britain’s 
ideals of freedom and equality are no better 
than the less pretentious claims of smaller 
nations. What a shattering of one’s views on 
the subject of Britain’s attitude to slavery 
comes with this judgment? One has always 
had the idea that a slave of any nation who 
escaped and got into British territory was a 
free man, and that Britain would champion his 
cause to the utmost limit. Sir G. B. Haddon- 
Smith, who was Commissioner of the Leckie 
District in the Lagos Colony, when slavery was 
rampant in that part of the country, tells how, 
on one occasion, when he was in a native chief’s 
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bristiay Gong 


Louis F. Benson, D. D. 


HYMN-BOOK that has been 

edited with meticulous 
care and with the avowed pur- 
pose of raising the standard of 
our congregational singing to 
something more nearly ap- 
proaching the requirements of 
the present age. 


It contains the results of a 
life-time of hymnodic research 
and will be a joy to those who 
appreciate that the worship of 
God through song should be 
exhilerating and not depressing. 


The book contains about 400 
hymns, many of them never 
having been published before. 
Others have never been used in 
this country. An abundance of 
the standard familiars will also 
be found.. 


Price, $2.00; in quantities, $1.50; 
transportation additional. 


A returnable sample copy will 
be sent for examination. 


PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT 


Presbyterian Board 
of 


Christian Education 
“Hymnal Department 


120 Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


DeVry Has Solved the 
Finance Problem for 


Many Churches 


Many churches have found the solu- 
tion of their finance problem in a DeVry 
Standard Motion Picture Projector. 
Other churches have used a DeVry suc- 
cessfully to create new interest in Bible 
study and other church activities, and 
to promote regular attendance, as at- 
tested by letters from enthusiastic pas- 
tors in all parts of the country. 


Your problem, too, may be quickly 
solved by means of motion pictures and 
a DeVry Projector. 


The DeVry Standard Portable Projec- 
tor (illustrated) using standard 35 mm. 
is recommended for general gatherings 
and programs of entertainment when 
full-sized pictures are shown. For use 
in study classes and before small groups 
the new DeVry 16 mm. projector using 
amateur sized film will be found ideal 
equipment. 


Write today for detailed information 
and suggestions for the use of DeVry 
projectors. 


THE DeVRY CORPORATION 
1111 Center St. Dept. 12-V 


DeVry 


Motion Picture 
PROJECTORS 
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ASSOCIATION 


PRESS 


' Two important volumes have just 


come from 
HARRISON S. ELLIOTT 
which are now being recommended 


to religious workers. They are: 
Process of 
Group Thinking 
$3.00 
and 
The Bearing of Psycho- 
logy Upon Religion 
$1.25 


Soe 


Other highly endorsed publications 
from this house include: 

Experimentation and 

Measurement in 
Religious Education 
by 
Goodwin B. Watson 
$3.75 


Life of Prayer in 
a World of Science 

. oe 

William Adams Brown 


$2.25 


The Story of Jesus 
by 
T. W. Graham 
$1.50 


Send for Catalogue 
ASSOCIATION PRESS 


| _______— 347 Madison Avenue ———— 


New York City 
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country, a slave, realizing that he was a British 
official, ran out of the bush and threw himself 
at his feet. But as the Commissioner was not 
on British soil, he could not free the slave, but 
he told the sergeant of his escort to tell the 
slave that if he could get down to the bank of 
the river, and swim to the Government launch 
from which the British flag was flying he would 
be free. The slave acted on his advice and 
gained his freedom. “On another occasion,” 
writes Sir G. B. Haddon-Smith to The Times, 
“an escaped slave was recaptured in British 
territory. I ascertained where he had been 
taken and quickly hastened to the village, 
where I discovered the slave in chains. Al- 
though he was the slave of the chief, I con- 
tended that by escaping to British territory he 
had gained his freedom, and that his recap- 
ture in British territory was illegal. I gave 
the chief two hours to decide as to whether he 
would give the slaves freedom or go to war 
with Great Britain. 
* * * 
The Effect of the Decision 

The judgment of the Supreme Court of 
Sierra Leone will doubtless have a far-reaching 
effect throughout the West African Colonies. 
The decision will probably be interpreted by the 
chiefs in Nigeria and the Gold Coast as mean- 
ing that the British Government has laid it 
down that slaves may be held and recaptured 
by their owners. And the judgment will also 
be a very serious set-back to the efforts made 
by successive Colonial Secretaries to abolish 
the evil altogether in the Protectorate. An- 
other thing is certain. The judgment is not 
likely to simplify the task of the British dele- 
gates at the League of Nations Assembly next 
month, when the question of the suppression of 
slavery wherever it exists in the world is to be 
considered. We trust that a world protest 
against the decision of the Sierra Leone Court 
will lead to its being over-ruled by the British 
Government through the Legislature of the 
Protectorate.—London Sunday School Chroni- 
cle. 


PROHIBITION 

It may be that at last the respectables who 
have regarded their own habits in the matter 
of drinking as a purely private concern will 
wake up to their community responsibility as 
leaders of social custom. The Congregational- 
ist prints a public statement issued by certain 
prominent citizens of New Canaan, Conn., in 
which the signers call the attention of their 
neighbors to the evils of the social custom of 
drinking and plead for “a keener sense of 
social responsibility.” The Baptist. 


WAYNE B. WHEELER 
To few men have been given such clarity of 
mind, such cool-headedness, such dogged per- 
sistence and such shrewd political judgment. 
In all truth, there have been few men so deeply 
imbued with the sacredness of a cause or so 
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A Book Free 


_ Give information concerning your build- 
ing and remodeling plans for the next 
twelve months. We wish to compile as 
complete a record as possible concerning 
these things and we rely upon you and our 
other 20,000 subscribers to provide the 
information. 

A book will be sent you upon receipt of 
following questionnaire properly filled out: 


QUESTIONNAIRE 
(Write Plain) Send to 


F. M. BARTON CO., Publishers 
710 Caxton Building Cleveland. Ohio 


Have you started a Church or will you commence building 
CIS VORRG Ms Settotes sac oy ss ahh «Letras ea Seebacauacms 
What seating capacity?___..._.-.-- Cost’ $2522 225725525 
(iveidetailes. a o< een oS oe ee ale soe eee ene nS 
Will you remodel or add new features?______.-_------ 


Give: detailsyes.c24 5 ods eee ee ea Se 


Moving Picture Machine 
Heating Outfit 

Bulletin Board 

Carpet 

Rolling Partitions 
Church Windows 

Organ Blowers 

Lighting Fixtures 
Cushions 

Metal Ceilings 

Hymn Books 

Brass Railings 

Altar Gates 

Bronze Tablets 

Brass or Bronze Memorial Plates 
Pew Numbers 


Please give any other information that would be of 
value to us in showing the extent of building and equip- 
ment purchases planned by churches. 
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Growth in the Influence 


of the Church 


rapes Goat 
amrmn 
BERY STENCIL PAPER 


In business, we know that the more frequent 
the contacts, the more potent the influence. 
The same principle is at work in church affairs: 
the more frequent the church-contacts, the 
more potent the church-influence. If people 
do not come to church with sufficient regularity 
to be influenced, the church can come to them— 
can influence them to come. It can keep contact 
through the means of 


THE ROTARY 
LETTERGRAPH 


—a simple little duplicating device which 
reproduces letters, sermons, tracts, hymns, 
music—anything that can be written, drawn 
or typed—at a cost of about 25 cents for 1000 
copies. Postcard size up to 9 x 15. One color 
or more. 


Mechanically, the simplest made. A boy or 
girl can operate it. Stencils can be put away 
and used again and again. From every stand- 
point, the most economical duplicating device 
we know of. And it costs but 


$35 Complete 


including a complete set of supplies. You can 
start using it at once upon arrival. Thousands 
in use by business houses, churches, schools, 
institutions. Satisfaction guaranteed. 


10-day trial 


Try the Rotary Lettergraph on your own 


work, under your own conditions. If, after 10 
days, you decide to keep it, send us $35. 
If not, simply return the Lettergraph and the 
deal is closed. 


THE HEYER DUPLICATOR CO. 


Incorporated 


943 W. Jackson Blvd. Chicago, Illinois 


The Heyer Duplicator Co. 
943 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago, nl. 
Send the Rotary Lettergraph fea Send full particulars 
lee 10-day trial at the end of geile Rosety Letter- 
which we will remit $35 in graph 
full payment, or return machine. 
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TWO EXCEPTIONAL 


BOOKS YOU WILL 
WANT TO OWN 


CHRISTIANITY and 


SOCIAL ADVENTURING 
Edited by Jerome Davis 


Head of the department of Social Service, 
Yale University 


Twenty - four internationally known men and 
women outline the work of 1927 Christianity. Senator 
Borah, Harry Emerson Fosdick and the late Wayne 
B. Wheeler are among the contributors. $2.50 


GOD and the 
GOLDEN RULE 


by Joseph Fort Newton 


Preacher, author, ambassador of good-will. A book 
emphasizing the Life of God in the Soul. $2.00 


At All Bookstores 


The Century Co. 


353 Fourth Avenue, New York 


“It gets its message across to the thou- 
sands who pass our church daily” 


says a Detroit Pastor. 


“Thousands of Ashtabula Bulletins throughout 
the United States are attracting the attention 
of passersby and advertising the church. 


One Pastor states: ‘I can confidentially say 
that the sign has increased my evening congre- 
gation twenty-five per cent and promises to 
increase.” 


May we send you our new catalog 
“ADVERTISING THE CHURCH’? 


Please mention the name of your 
church and The Expositor. 


THE ASHTABULA SIGN CO. 
1261 Kingsville Ave. Ashtabula, Ohio 


“The Home of Good Bulletins” 
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willing to battle for it regardless of personal 
benefit.—New York Tribune. 


FREEDOM OF SPEECH IN INDIANA 


Rev. Edward S. Shumaker, a member of the 
Northwest Indiana Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church and Superintendent of the 


Anti-Saloon League of Indiana, has been sen-' 


tenced by the Supreme Court of that State to 
pay a fine of $250 and serve sixty days impris- 
onment on the penal farm. The vote of the 
court was three to two. The charge under 
which he was sentenced was criminal contempt 
of court. : 

No doubt there are thousand of Indiana resi- 
dents who would be pleased to see Edward 
Shumaker spend the rest of his days in prison. 
By them he is branded as a dangerous man. 
Numerous editors of the State, whether wet or 
dry, are pointing out the fact that if the 
Supreme Court were to impartially mete out 
similar sentences for similar offenses, about all 
the editors and lawyers, most of the preachers, 
and a veritable army of other Indiana folks 
would be in jail most of the time. 

This case has a nation-wide interest because 
it involves the whole question of free speech. 
Should our judges be immune from criticism? 
Are they infallible? Shall the man who points 
out what he considers mistakes on their part 
be sent to prison for that act? Is the judge a 
servant of the people who made him, or is he a 
king who can do no wrong?—Harry M. Chal- 
fant, S. W. Christian Advocate. 


WOMEN AND CIGARETTES 


Our contemporary, The Evangelical Messen- 
ger, writes editorially as follows: 

“First we had a poster with a man in the 
picture smoking a cigarette. Second appeared 
a pretty woman with the man. He was still 
smoking. Now the man has disappeared and 
a woman alone appears. She does not have a 
cigarette in her mouth as yet; but if we are 
not mistaken, this is on the way. She is at 
present simply approving a particular brand. 

“The poster featuring the woman advertising 
cigarettes has been some time coming, but it is 
here. The tobacco companies have been making 
a gradual approach to this venture, getting the 
public. used to the idea.” 

The Editor concludes with some very vig- 
oorus language on his own account and of 
course goes on record very decisively against 
the schedule and the promised culmination. 

We are reminded that a little while ago 
Madam Schuman-Heink was widely announced 
as a devotee of a particular “fag.” To the 
satisfaction of some of us who know her, she 
very promptly repudiated the announcement. 
The tobacco company was left in an embar- 
rassing position. However, other artists have 
been found to take her place. 

We are of the opinion that the gentlemen 
who prosper from the mounting dividends inci- 
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Use Pictures In Your Bulletins i 


No. 299 ' 
40 cents 


“« 
ger nr feare 


No. 022—60 cents No. 016—60 cents 


No. 370—$1.00 
oS 


WLOHING “SP 


No. 023—50 cents 


WHY NOT PULL THE SAME WAY? 
No. 420—50 cents 


F. M. BARTON CO., Publishers 
Caxton Building, Cleveland, Ohio 


Send me The Expositor cuts No. (__-.-.---- ye 
Remittance enclosed 


No. 387—$1.00 
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Why not let us send some of these 
plates ON APPROVAL? Don’t send 
any money; see before you pay— 
that’s our way. 


Ex44—New Style Collection Plate. Diameter 9 inches, 
plush-lined bottom, convex side means double the capacity 
of ordinary plate; flange on bottom permits stacking any 
number. Brown mahogany finish or imitation golden oak 
finish, $2.65; Genuine Walnut-----~-----.-------- $3.00 


Ex46—New Style Collection Plate. Diameter 10 inches, 
Brown mahogany finish or imitation golden oak finish, 
$2.95; Genuine Walnut- -.~---------------------- $3.30 


Church Furniture 
Pleasing in Design, High in Quality, 
Skilfully Constructed, Richly Fin- 
ished, Price Surprisingly Low — 
That’s DeMoulin Church Furniture. 


= 
Our fine new catalog will be mailed 
free. State what is needed. 


DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1116 South 4th St. Greenville, Illinois 


Pipe Organ Music in Your 
Church for Christmas! 


Made possible by 
THE NEWEST BEMAN ORGAN 


Che 
BHeman. 


JCelesiaton. 


A Fine, Standard, Two-Manual, Electro-Pneumatic 
Pipe Organ, Standardized 


Designed especially for churches of 
| your, size and means. 


At a price within reach; in quality, 
leaving nothing to be desired. 


Write for booklet and full information. 


Dept. X-2 
Binghamton, 
N. Y. 


Beman Organ Co. 
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dent to the amazing, and to some of us appall- 
ing, growth of tobacco sales in te United States 
are making a serious mistake. It is possible to 
over-advertise. It is possible to so advertise as 
to arouse resentment. 

Smokers, as well as non-smokers, are coming 
pretty generally to the conclusion that the aver- 
age smoker smokes too much for his own good 
and in such a way, at such times and in such 
places, etc., as to make for the discomfort of 
those about him. 

Attendant on the cigarette habit are a good 
many ominous signs. A word to the wise—and 
tobacco advertisers are unmistakably wise in 
the ways of the business world—a word to the 
wise ought to be sufficient!—D. A. IB, SH 
Christian Herald. 


NEW YORK-CHICAGO PASSENGER 
oe AIR LINE 

Guiseppe M. Bellanca, designer of the air- 
plane in which Clarence D. Chamberlain flew to 
Germany, has announced the signing of a con- 
tract calling for the construction of five large 
triple-motored planes to carry passengers be- 
tween Chicago and New York, service to begin 
within four months. The planes ‘will carry 
twelve passengers each, allowing 160 pounds 
for each passenger and twenty-five pounds for 
baggage. The crew will consist of two men, a 
pilot-navigator and a steward to serve meals, 
operate the radio and care for the passengers. 
The crusing speed of the planes will be about 
100 miles an hour, permitting them to make the 
New York-Chicago flight in seven and a half 
hours. The fare will be a little below one and 
a half times the railroad fare.—Christian Ad- 
vocate. : 


INCREASE IN NUMBER OF LARGE 
INCOMES 

Of the 207 taxpayers in the United States 
who each reported net income in exéess of 
$1,000,000 for the calendar year 1925, no fewer 
than ninety-six made their returns from New 
York state, according to statistics made public 
on June 26 by the Internal Revenue Bureau. 
In 1924, there were only seventy-five in the 
entire country who reported in the million- 
dollar class, and of these thirty-nine were from 
New York. The large increase in the number 
of personal incomes of more than $1,000,000 
and the fact that the gross income earned by 
corporations in 1925 reached the huge total of 
$113,692,083,216 were outstanding figures of 
the statistics. Both figures are new records. 
In 1916, the year before the heavy war taxes 
became applicable; personal incomes of more 
than $1,000,000 totaled 206. They then fell off 
rapidly to a minimum of twenty-one in 1921. 
Prior to:1925 the best record for gross incomes 
of corporations was $97,457,479,446 in 1928, 
and the next best was $97,158,996,625 in 1924. 
Treasury officials contend that the big increase 
in the number of large personal net incomes 
reported for tax purposes was due in no small | 
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One Hundred Great Texts and Their Treatment 


Introduction by Charles H. Parkhurst, D.D.,LL.D. 


There is no other book like this. 

First—It gives the text and topic. 

Second—It tells how two or more preachers of ability have treated this text. 
From these suggestions you may develop an entirely different treatment. 

Third—Twelve or more illustrations bearing directly on the text and topic 
are given. 

Sermons for Special Days and Occasions 

These texts might be termed the heart of the Bible, and cover the vital subjects 
of the Book. 

New Year Men’s Meetings : Baccalaureate 
Easter Thanksgiving Day Missions 
Pentecost Great Calamities Giving 
Children’s Day Christmas Fraternal Orders 
Mother’s Day Decision Day Evangelistic 

To preachers who are always on the alert for striking illustrations that will 
illuminate and drive home some thought, this volume will be most welcome. 

A Spartan soldier once complained that his sword was not long enough. ‘“‘Add 
a step to your sword,” was the general’s command. 

Often when plain statement of facts, and appeal is not reaching your hearers, 
add a step to your sword by dramatizing your thought and purpose with some 
illustration that will not only compel attention, but will convince and move 
the consciences and their wills. 


One Hundred Great Texts and Their Treatment - - - $2.50 
L] With Expositor for one year - - - - - - 4,75 


F. M. BARTON CO., 710 Caxton Building, Cleveland, Ohio 


ORDER BLANK 


F. M. BARTON CO., Publishers, Cleveland, Ohio 


I enclose $ , for which send me The Expositor 12 months and book (s) checked below: 


One Hundred Choice Sermons for Children. 

Cyclopedia of Commencement Sermons and Baccalaureate Addresses. 
100 Great Texts and Their Treatment. 

100 Prayer Meeting Talks and Plans. 

100 Revival Sermons and Outlines. 

The Pastor His Own Evangelist. 


100 Best Sermons for Special Days and Occasions. 


PRICES 
The Expositor 12 months and any one book listed in these four pages for $4.75. 


The Expositor 12 months and any two books $6.75; with any three books $8.75; with any 
four books $10; with any five books $12. 


F. M. BARTON CO., 710 Caxton Building, Cleveland, Ohio 
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Splendid Christmas 
Programs 


HIS GLORY. A Biblical pageant that leads 
from Eden to Bethlehem. No memorizing. 
Per copy, 25 cents 
THE HOLY CHILD. A new and thrilling Bible 
drama. Very reverent and impressive. 
Per copy, 25 cents 
EASY EXERCISES FOR CHRISTMAS, Miscel- 
laneous material for old and young. Spectacu- 
lar features. Per Copy, 35 cents 
IT CAME TO PASS IN THOSE DAYS. Eye- 
witnesses tell the story. No memorizing. 
Per copy, 25 cents 
STARS AND ANGELS. Novel features for all 
departments of the Sunday School. 
Per copy, 35 cents 
CHRISTMAS PAGEANTRY. A collection of 
short and easy holiday pantomimes. 
Per copy 35 cents 
THE LIGHT OF MEN. A candle service. Beau- 
tiful and effective. No memorizing. 
Per copy, 25 cents 
THE HOLY STORY IN PANTOMIME. A new 
and vivid presentation of the Nativity. No 
memorizing. Per copy, 25 cents 
HOLIDAY HELP. Christmas ideas for all 
Glasses of the Sunday School. A great favorite. 
Per copy, 35 cents 
QUICK WORK FOR CHRISTMAS. Holiday en- 
tertainments for all ages. Easy and effective. 
Per copy, 35 cents 
UNDER THE CHRISTMAS STAR. Sparkling 
exercises for old and young. Full of uncom- 
mon selections. Per copy, 35 cents 
WHEN JESUS WAS BORN. A vivid drama of 
Bethlehem. leven Biblical scenes. Very 
striking. Per copy, 25 cents 
THE BIRTH OF CHRIST. The Christmas story 
Nothing else like it in print. 
Per copy, 25 cents 
Send check, coins, post-office or express order, 
but no stamps, please. 


J. H. KUHLMAN, Publisher 


230 East Main Street Loudonville, Ohio 


dramatized. 
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4 Off Book Sale 4 


THINK OF IT! 


Good Books at 50% Off 
Former Prices 


New Books — All Perfect — All Postpaid 
Splendid Christmas Gifts 


Life of Wm. Carey — Missionary --_--- $3.50 only $1.75 
Life on the Uplands, 23rd Psalm_ - - - -- 1.50 only .75 
The Master Life (Jesus) Livingstone___ 2.50 only 1.00 
Winning the Children for Christ__--_- 1.75 only .75 
Christina Forsyth of Fingoland _- - -_--- 1.50 only .75 
Jesus, Lover of Men—Rix___--------- 1.50 only .50 
The Person of Christ—Schaff_ __-_---- 1.25 0nly .50 
The Mind of the Master—Watson__-_-_-- 1.50 only .75 
The Newberry Bible—Cloth-_-_-_------- 3.00 only 1.50 


Send for Free Catalog 
Over 50,000 Books in This Sale 


W. P. BLESSING COMPANY 


63 East Adams Street Chicago, Illinois 
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measure to the fact that the maximum surtax 
on these incomes was reduced in the revenue 
law of 1926 to 20 per cent and other high sur- 
tax rates adjusted—Presbyterian Banner. 


THREE SILVER DOLLARS 


A recent visitor at the Church of the Divine 
Salvador, El Paso, Texas, found in the collec- 
tion an envelope with three silver dollars. This 
he learned is the regular weekly offering of the 
richest man in the congregation, a Mexican 
garage mechanic earning $30 a week. His skin 
is swarthy. He speaks little English. But he 
gives one-tenth of his income to the church. 

Do you give to the Lord proportionately, as 
well as systematically?—United Presbyterian. 


ATHEISTIC PROGRAMME OF 
ACHIEVEMENT 


The nine points of the ambitious programme 
of the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Atheism is this; and our readers will 
note the mandatory nature of these several 
proposals » 

1. All churches shall be taxed. 


2. Chaplains in Congress, legislatures, and 
in the Army and Navy shall be done away 
with. 

3. Appropriations of public money for sec- 
tarian use shall be stopped. 

4. The bootlegging (their phrase) of the 
Bible and religion into the public schools of 
America shall cease. 

5. No religious festival or fast shall be rec- 
ognized by the state. 

6. The Bible shall no longer be used to ad- 
minister an oath. 

7. Sunday as a religious Sabbath shall no 
longer be enforced by law. 

8. “Christian” morality shall be done away 
with. In its place shall be natural morality, 
equal rights, and impartial liberty. 

9. “In God We Trust” shall be taken off 
coins.”—Methodist Recorder. 


Dr. John A. Lapp of the Catholic League of 
Social Welfare captivated the National Con- 
gregational Council by his address on “The 
Outlook for Social Progress.” The Congrega- 
tionalist says: “A Council platform has never 
witnessed more outspoken advocacy of prohi- 
bition than was expressed by Doctor Lapp. He 
was downright and explicit.” Here is a sug- 
gestion for the program committee of Kansas 
City General Conference. The utterance of a 
Hebrew and a Roman Catholic on those things 
in which we are at one might help to reduce 
friction at other points of contact, and save us 
all from overheated bearings.—Christian Ad- 
vocate. 
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Austin Organs 


Represent absolutely the high- 
est type of tonal and construc- 
tional features. They are mas- 
sive in both essentials, and 
they command the best prices. 


An Austin replacing an organ 
of poor construction has often 
saved its owners enough to re- 
move a burdensome annual 
expense. 


The CHOROPHONE —a small 
complete two manual organ 
500 pipes, we believe to be the 
best investment possible for 
churches of moderate dimen- 
sions and means. The 
CHOROPHONE is in constant 
and increasing demand. 


Austin Organ Company 
Woodland Street, Hartford, Conn. 
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An Exquisite Bible Lands 
Panorama 


| OLD LANDS 
EVER NEW 
b 
R. E. care 
better 


“In some ways 
than the best.” 


N colorful, inter- 
esting panorama, 
other peoples, 


lf their homes, customs, 
| work, play, and their 
religions pass before the 
reader... . Egypt, Pales- 
tine, other Bible Lands; Jesus, Paul, Augustine, 
Chrysostom and countless others are part of the 
picture. The reader will lose himself for hours in 
these inspirational, intimate chapters. 


Wrapper in colors; 357 pages, and 24 beautiful 
halftones. Sepia and duotone throughout. Price, 
$2.50, An excellent gift. 


Order from Your Own Bookstore 


COKESBURY PRESS 
Publishers 
Nashville 7 7 


All Evangelical Ministers and Christian Workers Will Find 


The King’s Business for 1928 


VERITABLE GOLD MINE OF HELPFULNESS 


| i ERE is a beautifully printed magazine giving twice as much for the 
money as any similar periodical—Conservative and Constructive, 


but not Cantankerous—Clean-cut, not Compromising—Charming, not 
Cheap—Courteous, not Coarse. Its new editors want a chance to prove 
these assertions to all who seek to serve Jesus Christ in spirit and in 
truth. 


Special Features for 1928 


Story illustrating a text for every day of the year—Most thorough International Les- 
son Exposition—C. E. Topics Iluminated—Points for Preachers—Sermon Outlines and 
Bible Briefs—Light on Perplexing Passages—Series of Articles on Nature and the 
Bible—Stories of the Great Hymns—A Brand New Gospel Solo each issue—Book 
Reviews—Refutation of Literature circulated by the A. A. A. A. in our schools. 


The King’s Business 


538 So. Hope Street 7 


Only $1.25 Year 
6 mo. trial—50Oc 


Ask Free Copy 


See for Yourself Los Angeles 
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YOUR WORK 
BY USING 


Simplify 


Treasurers’ 
Records § {fs3 


Accounts Always Audited and Correct 


Revell’s SELF-PROVING 
Church Treasurers’ Record 
Concise—Systematic Simple—Time Saving 
WEEKLY ENVELOPE SYSTEM 


SELF-PROVING 


No. 1. For 434 Subscribers for one year $2.50 
No. 2. For 882 Subscribers in one year_ 3.00 
No. 2A. For 1430 Subscribers in one year 3.50 
No. 2B. For 1778 Subscribers in one year 3.75 
No. 2C. For 2674 Subscribers in one year 4.50 


The Most Simple and Time Saving 
Revell’s S. S. Record 5OR SECRETARY 
For 27 Classes, $1.50; 65 Classes, $2.00 
Revell’s S.S. Class Books p.F%7..7$5:40 


Nothing more simple, giving a perfect record of 
entire school, has ever been issued. 


SPECIAL OFFER A returnable copy of these 


records will be sent, post- 


paid for examination. Give number of members. 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York 851 Cass Street, Chicago 


COMMON SENSE 


Pastor’s Christmas Card 


In the midst of the 
Christmas season the 
minister becomes keen- 
ly conscious of the 
debt he owes to the 
many hands that have 
helped him to make 
the work of the year 
a success. He longs 
also to say the thing 
to them all that will 
stimulate renewed ef- 
fort in the new year, 

no by and to cheer up those 

ES tees see j who may be a bit 

fa nee at eel en downhearted. No card 

fis oud aa sera Be 2808 35 ee eonere 

Remi and hap n sede Theo stores exactly meets 
Yours Sireccre Fak ehee a deh or 

should,”’ he thinks, ‘‘be 

IN°442 something prepared for 
; just my need.” Here 

: ‘ is i Ms delightful 
our-color design, taste- 

A Order by number—442 fully lettorede ‘to. be 
signed and enclosed in the envelope that goes with 
every card. Price, per dozen, 30c; per 100, $2.50. 


hh ok ok 
The Standard Publishing Company 


Desk 21-D 
8th, 9th and Cutter Streets 


Christmas 
Greetings 


Christmas ushers us into the 
days. Che faces of 


Cincinnati, Ohio 
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Book Reviews 
(Continued from page 336) 


by Jane Abbott. 288 pp. Lippincott. $1.75. 
story of a lovable girl who left Painted Post, Canada, 
after the death of her father, to live with her sophis- 
ticated, wealthy cousins in New York; of their ‘“‘snub- 
bing” her; of her uncle’s failure in business; of J anny’s 
becoming heir to a fortune; and of her nobility of 
spirit amid bad and good fortune. Jolly Good Times, 
by Mary P. Wells Smith. 297 pp. Little, Brown & 
Co. $2.00. An old favorite; it-gives a delightful pic- 
ture of wholesome child-life on a Massachusetts farm, 
fifty years ago. The Real Reward, by Christine Whit- 
ing Parmenter. 259 pp. Illus. Little, Brown & Co. 
$2.00. A story of life on a New Hampshire farm, and 
the mystery of a stolen necklace. A picture of charm- 
ing family life, amid straitened circumstances. The 


Measure of Margaret, a Tale from India, by Isabel 
B. Rose. 256 pp. Revell. $1.75. A romance of 
India, in which the chief characters are a wealthy 
Rajah, an American doctor, British missionaries, and, 
of course, Margaret herself. It is a vivid picture of 
the East, and a delightful love story, with the cus- 
tomary happy ending. The Fortunate Calamity, 
by “Pansy.” 272 pp. Illus. Lippincott. $1.75. 
Poor old lame Aunt Elsie, whose coming to the Forman 
family was dreaded by all of them, turned out to be an 
angel in disguise. Girl Scout Stories, edited by 
Helen Ferris. 326 pp. Illus. Doran. Seventeen 
stories written especially to meet the tastes, the ex- 
periences, the problems and the varied interests of the 
American girl of the Scout type. Gay’s Year at 


Harford Hall, by Marguerite Aspinwall. 247 pp. 
Illus. Putnam. $1.75. An interesting picture of a 
Maryland boarding school for girls, an account of an 
exciting vacation on a West Indian island, and a 
baffling mystery story besides. 


For Both Boys and Girls of the Senior High 
School Age 


The Wings of the Morning, by Louis Tracy. 
Illustrated by Mead Schaeffer. 319 pp. Doran. $2.50. 
We endorse the comment of William Lyon Phelps on 
this book: “The most exciting novel I ever read. It 
opens with a shipwreck, and from the first word in the 
first chapter to the last word on the last page it never 
lags or sags.’ Young People of History, by El- 
bridge S. Briggs. 536 pp. Illus. Putnam. $2.50. A 
remarkable story of famous boys and girls who have 
left their impress upon history. Among the boys are, 
Marcus of Rome, William of Normandy, Baldwin of 
Jerusalem, Giovanni of Florence and Charles of 
Sweden. Among the girls, are, Helena of Britain, 
Clotilda of Burgundy, Woo of Hwang-Ho, Elizabeth of 
Tudor, and Christina of Sweden. History Calling, 
by Lt.-Col. W. P. Drury, C.B.E. 344 pp. Holt. $2.00. 
Twelve romantic tales from British history. A de- 
lightful way of studying history, the stories being 
based upon fact. Adventures in Reading, by May 
Lamberton Becker. 248 pp. Stokes. $2.00. Mrs. 
Becker is a competent and delightful guide to the 
best reading for young people. Her knowledge of 
books is wide, and her comments on them, sound and 
discriminating. She treats every significant aspect of 
general literature; and gives lists of books in each 
classifieation which ought to be consulted by young 
people (and older people, too) in building up a library. 


The Seven Cities of Cibola, by Aileen Nusbaum. 
Illustrations by Margaret VFinnan. 167 pp. Put- 
nam’s. $2.00. A colleetion of Zuni Folk Tales, made 
by the author who lived among these Indians of the 
South-West for many years. 


The — 


These stories are inter- — 
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By far the best Bible Dictionary for every day use—Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 


PELOUBET SBIBLE DIGTIONARY 


By REV. F. N. PELOUBET 
Founder ‘‘Notes on the International Sunday School Lessons” 


| LATEST and MOST UP-TO-DATE BIBLE DICTIONARY Published 
| This Dictionary is the latest and best single volume Bible Dictionary published. 
™ It brings to the great body of teachers and intelligent Christian households, a work 

‘ fully abreast of the latest modern scholarship, illuminated from every possible source 

that can aid the ordinary reader to know and love and understand the word of God. 


MAKES THE BIBLE PLAIN TO EVERY READER 
| . It enables anyone to understand every passage inthe Bible. In the simplest lan- 
guage it gives a full exposition of all topics mentioned in the Bible—eyery place, 


nation, tribe, person, and historical event: every custom and rite; every instrument 
and implement; every animal, plant, flower, mineral, metal, etc. 


| Cloth. 812 pages. $08 Illustrations. 14 Maps. Price, $2.50 
Book & Bible Publishers ‘THE JOHN C. WINSTON COMPANY | 256 Winston Bldg., Phila. 


DASYRE PASE PEE PRU UO RR ee 


$ 5 Q buys it , 2 GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 
: W..M.WOOD PASTOR 
complete = : 


th 780 changeable steel letters, and ready 
red for electricity. 


SEND NO MONEY 


Shipped on Approval 


This is the Rev. Kyle Model Winters’ DeLuxe 

urch Bulletin, electrically illuminated, size 

x44 inches—ideal for outdoor use. You can 
| ler direct from this advertisement. 


Other models of Winters’ DeLuxe Church 
lletins, suitable for every place and purpose, 


é are shown and described "CHURCH | 
Bree sowsecrint in our free catalogue. Kaen 


SED IN THE CABINET. OF Use the coupon and send 


ey. KYLE MODEL RSOueg 


DERSEONS 995 SO bit 


H. E. Winters Specialty Co., 
232 Pershing Ave., 
Davenport, Iowa. 

Please send me your free illustrated cata- 
logue and full information about Winters’ De- 
Luxe Church Bulletins. 


Send me details about steel sign section and 
lithographed letters offered separately. 


FOR 
14) Send this 
oupon ior 
g Spupon for aa 
catalogue 


‘he Winters’ one-piece pressed steel sign section and 


Nam 6) het Se A ee eS es 
hographed steel letters as furnished with Rev. Kyle 
, del are sold separately for only $18.50. We furnish 
) plete blue prints, material list and building instruc- Address 


pas free. Any member of your church can easily 
|.d the cabinet. Ask for particulars. 
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PHILOSOPHY 
and factsin ORGAN 


BUILDING 


A free 80-page book ex- 
plaining the principles of 
organ building will be sent 
to any church official or 
member of an organ pur- 
chasing committee. One sec- 
tion is entitled “How to 
Choose an Organ for Your 
Church.” 

Services in more than 2500 
churches scattered through 
forty-seven states are en- 
riched by Estey Pipe Organs. 
If our experiencein planning 
these installations will be of 
assistance to you, be assured 


of our interest. 
Use the couponor write us 
the details of your present 
plans for an organ. 
> Estey Organ Company 
Offices in 14 Principal Cities 


Brattleboro, Vermont 


Remarks: 


Name 
Address 
‘Church 


Position in church 


W. C. 


Stained Glass 
for Churches 


J. M. KASE & CO. 


61 East 9th Street New York, N. Y. 
Established 1888 


Illustrated Brochure on Request 


esting and beautiful in themselves, and deserve 
preservation also because they help to preserve the 
myths and legends of these first Americans. The illus- 
trations follow Zuni designs, and reproduce their 
characteristic colors. 

Special Day Pageants for Little People, by 
Marion Kennedy, Teacher Primary Department, 
Public Schools, Minneapolis, and Katherine Isabel 
Bemis, formerly teacher of English, Franklin Junior 
High School, same city. 48 pp. Barnes. $1.50. 
Twenty-one very attractive pageants, well within 
the ability of little folks to take part in, and easily 
costumed and staged. They teach impressively and 
attractively the great lessons of the special days ob- 
served by Sunday schools. 

Adventures in Habit-Craft, by Henry Park 
Schauffler. 164 pp. Macmillan. $1.75. This book 
illustrates a new method of character building — the 
habit-craft, which is an adaptation of the Project 
method, now being successfully used in Church schools. 
The method consists of the construction by the pupils 
of a mechanism (a habit-model) which visualizes the 
habit under study. The pupils are then shown how 
to transfer their interest from the habit-model to the 
strokes of behavior necessary for the formation of the 
habit. The author gives examples of teaching, by the 
habit-craft method, seventeen indispensable qualities 
of high character. A new, interesting, impressive, and 
practical method of teaching good habits. 


Applied Christianity 
(Continued from page 328) 
go down. They call at the gate and call and call 
in vain and we are engaged upon the housetop 
and never go down, finally they leave discouraged, 
empty, hopeless. 

A Heavenly Vision and an Earthly Task are 
the two elements in Applied Christianity; which 
two bring us to where God is ready and waiting to 
work for us His Glory and Man’s good. Peter found 
it confirmed in full at the house of Cornelius. 
There they were waiting, and the Holy Spirit 
hovered ever ready to descend so soon as some 
man applied his Christianity to the need of that 
household and its friends that were gathered, to 
meet, hear, and obey God. 


God had made every preparation for the coming 
of Peter. What if he had not gone? Well we say. 
that is a purely imaginary question. Yes in 
Peter’s case; but what happened when We did 
not go? There they were ready and waiting, pre- 
pared by God for just the message that He had 
given us, assembled and in quiet readiness and they 
waited and waited and by and by they grew 
weary, the darkness gathered, and they, one by 
one, went out into the night of eternity. They 
went out-into the night not because there is no 
“Light of the world” for them, but because 
Christ’s representatives either did not sit still 
long enough with open ears and eyes and hearts to 
receive the clear import of the Heavenly Vision 
or having seen it, they failed to transmute into 
Living Service the message of the Vision. 

During the world war, every one of us wanted 
to be sure he was doing his full part as a patriot. 
There were all kinds of services gladly rendered 
with varying degrees of patriotic devotion mani- 
fested thereby. In certain homes, however, there 
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The Century Dictionary and Encyclopedia, ten vols., fair 
condition. $20.00. 
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condition. $15.00. 

One Set Preacher’s Homiletic Commentary, complete, 32 
vols., fair condition. $27.00. 

ey Set Butler’s Bible Works, good condition, 11 vols. 
10.00. 

One Set Biblical Illustrator on the New Testament, com- 
plete in 29 vols., good cond tion. $35.00. 

One Set Hasting’s Dictionary of the Bible, good condition, 
4 vols. $22.50. 

One Set Popular and Critical Bible Encyclopedia, 3 vols., 
three-fourths leather, good condition. $7.50. 


We pay the express or freight charges. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORE 
914 Pine Street - - - St. Louis, Mo. 
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was no shadow of a doubt about the hearts of their 
inmates and how they were beating in those 
critical days. In the front window of those homes 
hung a simple card with this noble inscription — 
“There is a man from this house fighting at the 
front in France.’”” That home had seen the Vision 
and was offering its best to the Task. God grant 
that over this bodily house in which each of us 
dwells, it can be written in truth —“There is a 
man in this house Living for God and the Church 
and his fellowmen.’”’ When we see clearly the 
Heavenly Vision and unwithholdingly give our- 
selves to the Earthly Task, then God, God Omni- 
potent, El Shaddai, adds the outpouring of power 
that compasses His Glory and man’s good in the 
highest. 
(All Rights Reserved) 


Felix The Grafter 


(Continued from page 271) 
traits are modern enough for any student of 
present-day history. 

Claudius Lysias was glad to be rid of the 
puzzling case of Paul about whom he could 
learn nothing from the mob or Sanhedrin. His 
letter to Felix makes the false claim that he 
had rescued Paul from the mob, “having 
learned that he was a Roman” (Acts 23:27) in 
order to cover up the fact that he had been 
about to scourge a Roman citizen, (Acts 22: 
25). It is worth while to follow the reaction of 
Felix to Paul. 

He began suspiciously enough. When Paul 
was presented to him, he said: “I will hear 
thee fully, when thine accusers also are come” 
(Acts 23:35). lLysias had directed that these 
“accusers” make their accusations against 
Paul. It took them five days to come down to 
Caesarea and Ananias brought a Roman law- 
yer or pleader, “an orator, one Tertullus” 
(Acts 24:1), who “informed the governor 
against him” in regular style. It is interesting 
to observe the skillful flattery employed by the 
Roman orator as he begins his plea against 
Paul: “Seeing that by thee we enjoy much 
peace,” a statement belied by all that the his- 
torians tell us of the riots and banditry. Ter- 
tullus proceeds: ‘and that by thy forethought 
reforms are coming to this nation” or “evils 
are being corrected for this nation.” Such 
unvarnished flattery could only provoke a 
smile, but it would sound well to Felix even 
though he knew that it was untrue. “We ac- 
cept it in all ways and in all places, most 
excellent Felix, with all thankfulness.” Public 
officers and politicians in particular are quite 
open to fulsome praise. There are some 
preachers who are not above listening to it. 
Lysias had said that he found against Paul 
only “questions of their law, but to have noth- 
ing laid to his charge worthy of death.” From 
the official standpoint, therefore, Felix would 
be quite disposed to give Paul a fair hearing. 
The charges that Tertullus brought against 
Paul were that (1) he was “a pestilent fellow,” 
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eighteen others. $2.50 


At bookstores, or from the publishers, 
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Paul the pest in a word, (2) “ maker of insur- 
rections among the Jews throughout the 
world,” (3) “a ringleader of the sect of the 
Nazarenes,” (4) and in particular a man “who 
moreover essayed to profane the temple.” This 
bill of particulars seemed specious enough and 
Tertullus complimented Felix on his ability to 
judge the truth about the charges. The mem- 
bers of the Sanhedrin “joined in the charge, 
affirming that these things were so.” The case 
seemed made out by the accusers. 


So Felix beckoned to Paul to speak in his 
own defense (Acts 24:10-21). He had to win 
a hearing by courtesy without fawning flattery. ~ 
He confines himself to saying that Felix has 
been for many years a judge unto this nation 
and so he ought to be able to judge his case 
properly. Paul, therefore, makes his defense 
cheerfully. It is only twelve days since he 
went up to Jerusalem and so the events pre- 
ceding his arrest are all recent. He pointedly 
denies all the charges save one: “Neither in 
the temple did they find me disputing with any 
man or stirring up a crowd, nor in the syna- 
gogues nor in a city.” As a matter of fact, 
when the uproar came, he was engaged in 
observing the rites of the temple worship. 
“Neither can they prove to thee the things 
whereof they now accuse me.” They had fur- 
nished no proof and Paul was well within his 
rights in demanding it. Mere denunciation did 
not constitute proof. 


But Paul had one confession to make. He 
did belong to the “sect of the Nazarenes.” If 
that was a crime, then he was guilty. But 
Gallio, Proconsul of Achaia, had decided that 
Christianity was a form of Judaism and so a 
religio licita. We do not know whether Paul 
reminded Felix of this decision or not, but 
Felix most likely was familiar with it. “But 
this I confess unto. thee, that after the way 
which they call a sect, so serve I the God of 
our fathers.” Paul definitely agrees with the 
opinion of Gallio and affirms to Felix that 
Christianity is merely his form of Judaism. He 
believed the law and the prophets and had a 
hope of the resurrection of the just and unjust. 
He had kept a good conscience in his conduct 
toward God and men. It was a most skillful 
defense. If he had stopped at this point, Felix 
would have had difficulty in holding him a 
prisoner. But Paul proceeded to tell the pur- 
pose of his recent visit to Jerusalem, “to bring 
alms to my nation, and offerings.” It is pretty 
clear that this allusion to money aroused the | 
cupidity of Felix who saw a chance of a large 
bribe to be offered by Paul or his friends for 
his freedom. Paul proceeded to give the occa- 
sion of his arerst, due to “certain Jews from 
Asia, who ought to have been here before thee, 
and to make accusations, if they had aught 
against thee.” Here Paul made a home-thrust. 
These Jews from. Asia made the false charge 
that Paul was defiling the temple at the very 
moment when he was honoring it and obsery- 
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ing its forms of worship. These Asiatic Jews 
roused the mob to fury and then vanished, 
never to be heard of more. But it will take 
Paul over five years to get out of the tangled 
skein of false charges. But Paul turns to the 
Sanhedrin, his present accusers, who are mak- 
ing charges against him now before Felix: 
“Or else let these men themselves say what 
wrong-doing they found when I stood before 
the council, except it be for this one voice, that 
I cried standing among them, touching the 
resurrection of the dead I am called in question 
before you this day.” There was no denying 
that Paul had told the facts as they occurred 
including the onset of the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees on each other because Paul affirmed 
that he was a Pharisee still on the point of the 
resurrection. 


The case was now before Felix and he should 
have set Paul free on the evidence before him. 
But Luke adds a remark quite in keeping with 
what was known of Felix: “But Felix, having 
more exact knowledge concerning the way de- 
ferred them.” The meaning is probably that 
he knew of Gallio’s decision concerning the 
legality of Christianity and approved it. When 
he could not condemn Paul as the Sanhedrin 
desired, why did he not set him free? He 
feared the Jews and so left Paul a prisoner 
after two years, “desiring to gain favor with 
the Jews.” He was the Roman ruler over these 
Jewish leaders and could make damaging 
charges against him as they did when he was 
recalled at the end of two years when Festus 
succeeded him. Felix gave his judicial deci- 
sion a political twist with an eye on his own 
interest. 


But this is not all. He said, to be sure, that 
he would determine Paul’s case after Lysias 
came down and he could talk the matter over 
with him. That sounded specious, but it was 
mere camouflage. What he really hoped for 
was money. Bribery was the quickest and the 
usual way to get a favorable decision from the 
Roman provincial judge. It is probable that 
Drusilla, a Jewess and the mistress of Felix, 
was responsible for the coming of Paul before 
them for a sermon, not for trial. She may 
have had some curiosity to hear him “concern- 
ing the faith in Christ Jesus” (Acts 24:24). 
But the effect was wholly unexpected to both 
Felix and Drusilla. “And as he reasoned of 
righteousness, and self-control, and the judg- 
ment to come, Felix was terrified.” Felix is 
now on trial before his conscience as he lis- 
tened to Paul who threw a powerful light upon 
his own life of evil. The time had come for 
Felix to settle his own account with God, but he 
put it off, this procrastinator, with the polite 
excuse: ‘“Go.thy way for this time; and when 
I have a convenient season, I will call thee unto 
me.” Felix was deeply moved, but he was a 
grafter at heart and this master passion won 
the day. “He hoped withal that money would 
be given him of Paul: wherefore also he sent 
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2126 Prairie Ave. 239 Fourth Ave. 


Page 370 


MOORES STANDARD CHOIR COWN 


The beautiful and artistic design of this Choir 
Vestment is so distinctively adaptable fo the Protestant 
Church that it has become standardized through its 

a widespread adoption by leading churches 
throughout the States. 


Our low prices together with our‘easy payment 
plan enables any church to have a vested choir. 


PULPIT AND BAPTISMAL GOWNS 


Correctly priced. Made of rich silk or clothe 
Send for illustrated camlogue, samples and prices 


E. R. MOORE COMPANY 
932-988 Dakin St. CHICAGO 


PARISH 
PAPERS 


For the Xmas season you should have a Parish 
Paper whether you use one the rest of the year 
or not. - We welcome your business for a 
special issue. Write us NOW for samples and 
prices so you may get your Xmas issue out. 


THE CHURCH PRESS 
Dept. 2 Lostant, Illinois 
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Memorial Bells 


You could obtain no more beautiful and last- 
ing tribute.to your loved ones than @ Bell or 
Peal of Bells. 


Ee slymyer Bells’’ 


- +«(For Churches, Chapels, etc.) 
The sweet, Mellow, inviting tones carry their 
message afar and sound a 
call to worship and a message 
of welcome which really brings 
peeve to church. They excel 
nD pure tone quality, volume 
of sound, carrying power and 


l 

l 

: l 
durability. ] 
! 

{ 

f 


Write today for. catalog 

e and special proposition—new 

low prices and liberal terms. 

THE JOHN B.MORRIS FOUNDRY CO. 

Proprietor The Cincinnati Bell Foundry 
Established 1832 

Dept. 34 CINCINNATI, OHIO 


Fe me me mm te mers 


EXPERIMENTS IN’ 
PERSONAL RELIGION 


oa 6 Os Ph Fd Pd PS Ps Os Ps 
os 


unique and challenging 
series of studies from re- 


ligious history and current life. 
Projects under guidance. Corre- 
spondence instruction optional. 


A Home Study Course 
75.cents, 60 cents for § or more 


The American Institute of Sacred Literature 
The University of Chicago Dept. 318 Chicago, Ill, 
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for him the oftener, and communed with him.” 
He was never terrified again. He stifled his 
conscience with the hope of money. He kept 
sending for Paul and let him talk with the 
hope that Paul would offer money for his lib- 
erty. He knew, as Lysias did, that Paul was 
guilty of no crime. But he would not set him 
free. He was afraid of the Jews and he 
wanted money. These two reasons overcame 
his evident fondness for Paul and suppressed ~* 
his terrified conscience and postponed indefi- 
nitely his personal interest in the faith in 
Christ Jesus. One could wish that Felix stood 
alone among the Roman governors who lis- 
tened to their fears more than to their sense 
of justice. But the figure of Pilate rises be- 
fore us. And Festus is not a whit better. 
Judges ought to be above partisanship, per- 
sonal interest, and graft. If that were true 
always, conviction for crime would come with 
more speed and with more frequency. 


Che BIBLE. 


J and the HOMER, 


Nore than half 
(Sal lives i 


: American Bible Socie 


Bible House Astor Place New York NY. 


Much more than a century ago Voltaire 
boasted. that in less than a hundred years the 
Bible would be practically an unknown book. 
But so far from this being true, since his time 
its circulation has enormously multiplied and 
is today the most treasured, the most sought 
after book in existence. It has been carefully 
estimated that over thirty million copies of the 
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r IS YOUR TOWN 
: RELIGIOUSLY ALIVE! 


“Dr. Larson held a series of union 
meetings in Benton Harbor, Mich., and 
left the finest feeling in the church and 
town—no unsavory aftermath. He did 
a splendid piece of work.”’—Rev. Paul 
H. Yourd. 


Do You Yearn for a Genuine 
Spiritual Awakening? 

Write Dr. Larson frankly. His wide 
pastoral experience in rural and urban 
communities and soul winning power 
enables him to counsel with an under- 
standing heart on the ‘‘New Evangel- 
ism.”” Plan includes all the methods 
you like—and avoids any burden, slump 
or controversy. ‘‘We preach not our- 
selves but Christ Jesus the Lord.”’ 2 Co. 
4.5. Single Church meeting or union 
campaigns. Write Today. 


REY. JAMES HENRY LARSON Lake Geneva, Wisconsin 


2 Sermon Outlines 50 @ 


Each week as you need them, 
The Gospel Minister will bring 
a page of fresh pastoral helps containing an outline, with seven 
other pages of current news or religious comment. 
A series of investigations in the 
BOOK OF DANIEL 
will begin in December 8th issue. Thirty years of research 
will be crammed into these lessons. 
Write your name and address on the margin and send 
THE GOSPEL MINISTER WESTFIELD, INDIANA 


WINSTON - INTERNATIONAL 


LOOSE-LEAF BIBLE 


A PRACTICAL BIBLE FOR NOTES 
Contains over 250 loose-leaf pages for 
personal notes that may be inserted in 


any number of pages between any pages 
in the Bible. Looks like a regular Divinity 
Circuit bound Bible. 


Send for Illustrated Catalog of Bibles 
THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO., Publishers 


American Bible Headquarters 
255 WINSTON BUILDING PHILADELPHIA 


(Gmmunion 
Best Materials x 


FINEST 
Workmansnip 


Send 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO. 


Lowest Prices. for Illustrated Catalog 


Room 324 1701~1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


25,000 CHURCHES USE _ 


: BUILT - NOT STUFFED. 
Illustrated Booklet and Samples Free 
Old Cushions renovated and recovered equal to new 
Ostermoor & Co., Inc., Dept. I, 114 Elizabeth St., N. Y. 


WALTER G. CALDWELL 
Church Architect 


1338 ENGINEERS BANK BUILDING 


CLEVELAND, OHIO 
Correspondence Solicited 


The EXPOSITOR 


Page 371 


1928 


Ask 
Any 


wi THOUT A PEER 


ie 


S:S: 
Sh Lesson 


00) $190  BQeCa 


ALL BOOKSTORES FH.REVELL COMPANY 
NEW YORK 158 FIFTH AVE. CHICASO 85] CASS SY fs 


The Marble Collegiate Printed Pulpit 
A Sermon by Mail 


At the Marble Collegiate Church, Fifth Avenue 
and Twenty-ninth Street, New York City, printed 
copies of Dr. Daniel A. Poling’s (Minister) sermons 
are gratuitously distributed at the Sunday evening 
service from October to June. (About 35 issues.) 


A mailing list has been established to which names 


may be added at any time by the payment of One 
Dollar per annum to partially defray mailing ex- 
penses. Send to 
MISS MERCE E. BOYER 
1 West Twenty-ninth Street, New York City 


at new low prices 
Get your favorite machine at a 
saving of 40% to 60%. Latest models Underwoods, 
Royals, L. C. Smiths, Remingtons, remanufactured 
like new from top to bottom, 5-year guarantee. /0 
days free trial. Sold direct on EZ monthly payments. 
Write for latest catalog—FREE 


+ 654 W. far s 
Young Typewriter Company Sept 2c caicaco 
Tupewriter Headyuartere 


DIETZ Communion Service 
Absolutely Noiseless. 


WM. H. DIETZ, Dept. E., 20 £. Randolph St., Chicav« 


Every Cup Hole is Cushioned. 


PRICES 
cu 


RITE 


best makes—Under- 
wood, Remington, Oliver— 
prices smashed to almost half. 


*2 and it’s yours 


Ail late models, completely rebuilt and re-, 
Anished brand new. GUARANTEED for ten Frey 
YEARS, Send no money—big FREE catalog Tele 
shows actual machines in tall glare: Get our direct-to-you Cree Ale de 
ment plan and 10day free trial offer. Limtted time. so write < 


International Typewriter Ex., 186 W. Lake St., Dept. 1235, Chicago 


BOND LETTERHEADS AND ENVELOPES 
PRINTED TO YOUR ORDER AND- POSTPAID 
Hammermill or Triton, Neatly Boxed 
Bond Letterheads, any size, 100, $1.00; 5vu, $2.50; Envelopes, 
100, $1.00; 500, $2.00; Both, 100, $1.50; 250, $2.50; 500, $4.00; 
100 each Letterheads, Envelopes, Visiting-Cards, $2.00. Send 

for Samples. Printing for Church and Pastors. 
THE J. R. S. CO., Dept. E. 417 Reinhard Ave., Columbus, O. 


Page 372 


PASTORS—NOTE! 
Nothing will bring such big results as keeping in close touch 
with your members, Sunday School scholars and friends. 


Why not have letters, announcements, special programs, 
etc., mimeographed for each one? IT PAYS. Any sketches 


you may desire can easily be put on your work. Send for 

free samples and particulars. All work guaranteed. 

Bile this advertisement for future reference. 
CLARENCE E. MUSSELMAN 

214 W. Frankford Street Bethlehem, Pa. 


DIVIDE ASSEMBLY ROOMS 


with “QUIET ZONE” Folding Walls for sight 
and sound separation. This product has solved 
the Class Room problem in many churches, old 
and new. Write for literature. { 


“QUIET ZONE” FOLDING WALL CO. 
7496 Kinsman Road Cleveland, Ohio 


PASTORS! 


We pay the highest prices for books and sets 
you wish to dispose of. We buy, sell and ex- 
change. Buy your Christmas needs from us at 
lowest prices. Bibles, Testaments, books, etc. 
Ask for Catalogues. 

WM. B. EERDMANS PUBL. CO. 
208 Pearl St. Grand Rapids, Mich. 


~ MEMORIAL TABLETS ~— 


for 


MEMORIALIZING THE CHURCH 


Manufacturers 


Geo. O. Schilling Bronze Co. 
202-216 E. North Street Rome, N. Y., U.S. A. 


Christmas 
Evergreen Decorations 


Laurel and holly ropings. Holly and laurel wreaths. 
We have a selling plan for Church Societies with 
which they can make good money. 


JONES, The Holly Wreath Man 


Milton, Delaware 


OBJECT LESSONS FOR CHILDREN 


Do you want to have the joy of winning the children? Try 
; DR. WOOLSTON’S SEEING TRUTH PACKETS. 
‘In thinking over your children’s meetings for the winter 
months, keep in mind”’ The Seeing Truth Packets. 
Send 10 cents for sample and circular, also the tract ““How 
to Preach to Children.’’ Address 

SEEING TRUTH OFFICE 
330 E. Thompson St. Philadelphia, Pa. 


MOTION PICTURES 


Religious—Educational—Entertaining—Clean 


H. S. BROWN, Inc. 
“The Headless Horseman’’ (7 Reels) 


Washington Irving’s masterpiece of Sleepy Hollow. 
Will Rogers plays the leading part. 


806 SO. WABASH AVE. CHICAGO, ILL. 


Buy from the reliable advertisers in 
The Expositor 
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Scriptures are circulated every year, and the 
Book is available in over eight hundred lan- 
guages and dialects. It is the best selling book 
in the world. 


In summing up the case against an atheist 
editor who was being tried for blasphemy, a 
Toronto Judge addressed the jury in part as 
follows: 


“Probably nothing is more sacred to us than 
our religion. We have ever been taught to rev- 
erence the name of God. . . . We are prepared 
to say that love of God and trust in Him are 
the very foundation of our nation’s greatness. 


“The Bible, the Holy Scriptures, are to us 
the revelation of God’s will concerning us and 
all His people. We look upon the Bible as the 
basis of every good law in our country. It is to 
us the dearest and most precious Book in all 
the world. Sooner would we fail with every 
other book than the Bible. It is in reality to us 
the Book of books. It is always painful to hear 
any person question any part of the Bible.” 


There is both good sense and fairness in the 
words of this Judge. The best way to meet the 
challenge of the adversary is by the Living 
Word itself, and by a larger distribution of the 
Scriptures. The challenge is an opportunity 
which the Society presents to its friends—to 
circulate a hundred thousand Gospels, ten thou- 
sand Testaments, a hundred Bibles, or a single 
Bible. Whatever number any individual will be 
responsible for will be so many additional 
copies of God’s Word circulated.—New York 
Bible Society. 


CHRISTMAS EVE 


Luke 2:8. ‘Shepherds . 
over their flock by night.” 


. . keep watching 


In silence of the lonely hills, 
As shepherds watch were keeping 
O’er flocks of sheep at midnight hour, 
And birds and beasts were sleeping. 


Through darkened sky they saw a light 
Amazing in its splendor; 

And angels fair with gladness sang 
A new song, sweet and tender. 


“To-day the Prince of Peace is born . 
Within a manger lowly; 

Good will and peace to all he brings— 
The Son of God most holy.” 


Whilst listening to angelic hosts 
Who told the wond’rous story, 

With awe the shepherds bowed their heads— 
And praised the King of Glory. 


—M. Tulloch. 
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